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PREFACE 

to  ALEXAia)ER  Maokinzii  wm  one  of  the 

•^most  eneigetio  and  luoceasfiil  of  the  diBcoverera 

who  have  travened  the  yast  wilderness  of  British 

America.     He  did  his  work  single-handed,  with 

slender  means,  and  slight  encouragement,  at  a 

time  when  discovery  was  Vare  and  the  coiintiy 

ahnost  terra  iincognita.     The  long  and  difficult. 

route,  so  recently  traversed  by  the  Bed  Biver 

^pedition.  was.  to  Sir  Alexander,  but  the  smaU 

beginning  of  his  far-reaching  travels.    He  traced 

the  great  river  which  bears  his  name  to  ito  outlet 

m  the  Polar  Sea,  and  was  the  first  to  cross  the 

Beitag  a  ^n  of  action,  and  not  particularly 
enamoured  («»tthe.pen,  his  joumal»^fuU  though 
It  be  of  unitortimt  and  most  interesting  fiicta— ii 
a  bare  and  unadorned  though  vahiaWe  record  of 

»  For»rig|i^ofwhioh.ppIytotI»BrituhMu.«un.  London, 
or  th«  AdToo^t..'  libmy.  Bdinburgh.  ' 
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progWM  made,  of  work  dona,  w^oh  J  uniuitad 
to  juvenile  minds,  baudee  being  bulky  *lid  ic*roei 

Having  spent  some  yeanin  Rupert'sTimd,  And 
■eon  somethinj^  of  Red  Indian  and  fiir-trading 
life,  I  have  ventured  to  weave  the  incidents  of 
Sir  Alexander's  narratives  into  a  stoiyl^whioh,  it 
ii  hoped,  may  prove  interesting  to  the  youngs 
perchance,  idso.  to  the  old.  7 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  aoknowledting  myself 
deeply  indebted  to  Sir  Alexander's  da^hter,  Miss 
Maokenrie.  and  to  his  two  ions,  for  kiidly  placing 
at  my  disposal  all  the  information  in  their 
possessioa 

^  aM.a  . 


BoiVBiriuia,  1179, 


■•'»► 


^ 


f  v'* 


..^■.v,|. 


;/; 


^/ 


IHOWS  HOW  IT  BIOAN, 


CONTENTS 

-II 


HUM 
11 


81 


^    TKUUBLI  OlSCOVnuail  AMD  AVfMMMD  rLAMI,      . 

^  iMTBopuou  TBI  KiNo  or  PIOKSna,         .  81 

IV  . 

▼lOIUITUDISOPTUy  VOTAOf— IK0LiK8MKrwn;H,Vra.,  .  41 

DkflORIQifl    A     LITKRAL   W1U><OOOBB   OHAM,   AND   OrBKB 

MATTBBS,    .  ...  01 

■/        ■■  ■       ...  ■    >  'l- 


INDIANS  Ml 


«/ WITH, 


VI 

AND  THI  MOUTH  OP  THI  OBIAT  RIVIK 


/, 


vnV 

A  YOTAOl  Of  DISOOVIBT  TO  TH«  FAB  MTMT  PLANNED  AltD 


c  • 


BS017N, 


6d 


7« 


vin 


r 


DIFf  lOUlVriKS  AND  DANdIM  FAOKD^iND  OVMOQCU^    .  t         88 

^    ■•        IX  .     '  f' 

DIKFIK  AND  DBXPni  INFO  THI  UNKNOWN  WILDBBNBSS,      .  07 


V'« 


THE  LAST,  V,^ 


,        109 


i'\ 


\ 


The  pioneers 


/■ 


/^         CHAPTJIR^I 

/  SHOWS  HOW  IT  BIOAN       / 

"mHE  world  is  round."  said  somebody  in  ancient 
-    -i.     times  to  spmebody  else. 

pms  of  fte  eartHnXSli  A'St 
of  ao  u.^ «„1  involved  grSTrid.  WEI^  Sn^ 
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"Of  no  vmr  Who  OAiii  tell/what  discoveriei 
shall  be  useful  and  whajb  useless?  "The  works 
of  God  are  great,  sought  out  dr  all  those  that  have 
pleasure  therein,"  saiUx  the /Scripture.  There  is 
no  rjofiwence  het'e  to  usefiiln^,  but  the  searching 
oi^lrf  <3od*s  Works,  withoui  limitation,  is  author- 
ised ;  and  those  who  "  tak4  pleasiire  therein  "  will 
be  content  to  leavethe  ^nilt  of  their  labours  in 
the  hands  of  Him  who/sent  them  'forth.  As  to 
"risk,"^why,  a  carpenter  .cahnot  ascend  to  the 
top  of  a  house  to  put^  the  ra^rs  thereon  without 
risk;  a  chemist  cannot  investigate  the  properties 
of  certain  fumes  ^thout  risk;  you  cannot  even 
eat  your  dinner  ;without  risk.  Only  this  are  we 
sure  of— that,  if  man  ha4  never  undertaken 
labour  except  when  such  Was  ohvuyudy  useful 
and  devoid  of  risk,  the  world  would  still  be  in 
the  darkness  of  the  Middle  Ages. 

Reuben  Guff  held  these  sentiments,  or  some- 
thing like  them;  and  Reuben  was  a  man  who 
had  seen  a  great  deal  of  life  in  his  day,  although 
at  the  time  we  introduce  hun  to  public  notice  he 
had  not  lived  more  than  six-and-thirty  summers. 
He  was  a  bronzed,  stalwart  Canadian.  His  f&ther 
had  been  Scotch,  his  mother  of  French  extraction; 
and  Reuben  possflbsed  the  dogged  resolution  of 
the  Scot  with  the  vivacity  of  the  Frenchman. 
In  regard  to  his  tastes  and  occupation  we  shall 
let  him  speak  for  himself.  [ 

Sitting  under  a  pine- tree,  in  the  wild  wilderness 


r 
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th.t  U68  to  the  norlh  of  CtauwU,  with  the  drum- 

m  the  other;  with  .  Iqg-fire  in  fa,nt  of  hiiTZ 
.h"  «.n  ,  stnplmg.  of  aizteeii,  by  hi.  riSte 

dehvered  himsetf  of  the  foUowing  intiae^tet. 
ri  ^  '''^'  "  "•  J^wrenoe"  (the  lad  was 

he  had  been  reared),  "I  was  bom  to  be  a  pioneer 

l^CI  v'"  *-  kowh'  of/three.£r,^e 
I  ve  had  a  Aunner  at  the  settla^ents  and  a  love 
for  ae  wddemoss  that  I  oouldn'To.ercome  noC 
Moreover,  I  wouldn't  overcome  it  if  I  could,  for 
It  8  my  opmion  that  He  who  made  us  Imows 
what  He  w«.ts  us  to  do,  atf  has  given  us  rft^ 
ftehns  and  mclinations  as  wfll.lead  ^i  to  do  iTtf 

the  folk  m  the^settlements  are  rfither  apt  to  A." 
.  ^"esomeofthe-notions-referredtoappeaiiiiv 
to  tekle  the  W  of  the  backwoodsmanfK 
P»n«ed  to  mdulge  in  a  quiet  chucUe  wL^ 
r^^Hed  up  ^  th,  ^„  2f  good-humour  lS 
flm  m  his  ro^h  comitonanoe.  After  applying 
hmiself  for  a  few  seconds  with  much  J^^ 
1  '^"ok.  he  resmned  Ws  disconwe^  a 
^°^^'««^  "tylo  of  speechThioh  wM^i; 

"Yes,  lawrmice,  my  lad,  I've  made  it  mv 
busmesjrever  since  I  Wg  fifteen  to  explore  Z 
here  wddemess,  Bvin'  byW  gm.  and  gSZ'i^ 
fiir-traders  on  their  v-yXes.br  consor3^,^ 
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the  Injins,  as  you  know  veiy  well^  and,  now 
that  we've  come  to  the  big  lake  it  is  needful  to 
tell'ee  that  I'm  still  bent  on  foUowin'  out  my 
caUm'.  I'm  goin'  away  to  the  nor'ard  to  explore, 
and  you  11  have  to  n^ake  up  your  mind  to-night 
whether  you  will  b^  my  steersman  or  whether 
I  m  to  lay  that  dooty  on  Swiftarrow.  I  needn't 
say  which  I  'd  like  best" 

The   hunter  finished    the  drumstick   at  this 
pomt,  threw  the  bone  into  (^e  fire,  lighted  his 
.  pipe,  and  awaited  his  son'raistjfer  m  sUence. 

But  the  son  appeared  %  be  in  no  hurry  to 
reply;  for,  after  giving  his  father  a  glance  and 
nod,  which  were  meant  to  say,  "I  hear  and  I'll 
consider  but  I  'm  too  much  ei^faged  just  now  to 
speak,  he  continued  his  occupation  of  devouring 
venison  steaks,  the  sauce  to  which  was  evidendv 
hunger.  '    r  / 

Having  fiiushed  his  supper  and  lighted  his 
pipe  he  became  more  communicative. 

"Father,"  he  said,  "you  have  always  advised 
me  to  think  well  before  speaking." 

"I  have,  lad;  it's  the  natur'  of  our  forefathers 
an'  a  very  good  natur*  too.  I'd  be  sorry  to  see 
It  go  out  of  the  family." 

"  WeU,  then,  I  've  thought  my  best  about  goin' 
with  'ee  on  this  trip,"  returned  the  youth,  "an' 
I've   resolved   to   go   on  one  condition— that 
Swutarrrow  goes  witli  us." 
rWhyBo,myjBon?  we  dop't  need  him." 
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Perhaps  not,  but  I  Uko  him ;  for  he  has  taught^ 
me  aJI  that  I  know  of  woodcraft,  and  I  'm  ceftoin 
that  if  you  and  I  both  leave  him  ho  11  be  sure  to 
return  to  the  n^w  settlement  at  the  south'Jbd  of 
Ontario,  and  you  know  what  the  end  of  that 
would  be."  ^  * 

"  Death  by  drinkinV  repUwi  Keuben  Guff,  shak- 
mg  hw  head  slowly,  while  he  watched  the  upward 
flight  qf  a  ring  of  white  smoke  that  had  just 
issued  from  his  lipa        ..  ^ 

"WeU  I  won't  leave  him  to  that;'  continued 
the^  youth  with  sudden  energy  of.  manner  and 
look,  as  long  ^,i  my  name  is  Lawrence.  You 
know  that  nothin'  would  please  me  more  than 

ST^VQ  ??^''~  ^®  wilderness  wiA  you.  father; 
but  if  Swiftanow  is  to  be  left  behind,  there  shaU 
be  no  pioneering  for  ma  Besides,  three  are 
better  than  two  on  siic^  a  trip,  and  the  Injin 
wm  be  sure  to  keep  the  >pt  full,  no  matter  what 
sort  o  country  we  may  have  to  pass  through,  for 
he^s^a  dead  shot  wi'  the  gun  as  well  as  li'  the 

"I  daresay  you  're  right,  kd,"  repUed  Reuben. 
m  a  tone  of  one  who  muses.  "There's  room  in 
the  canoe  for  three,  and  it 's  not  unlikely  that  the 
Injm  would  go  south  to  the  settlement,  for  he  is 
a  lonely  man  since  hia  poor  mother  died.  I  do 
beheve  that  it  was  nothin'  but  his  extraor'nar' 
love  for  that  old 'oomaiLthatkep' him  from  goin'  to 
t^edqga.   Leastwiseit  was  that  kep' him  from  goin' 


16 


THK  PIONEERS 


I 


;-:l.-. 


to  t^e  Mttlemenfc,  which  h  niuch  the  same  thS. 
for  Swiftarrow  can't  res^t  fire-water.     Yes,  M 

say,  threb  are  better  than  two  on  such  a  Wace  " 

Some  Iweeks  after  the  foregoing  convention 
the  pioneers  arrived  at  the  northern  end>  that 
great  inlind  sea,  Lake  Superior,  which.  beiL  up- 

hundreds  and  soventy-five  miles  broadr  presents 
many  of  t^e  features  of  Ocean  itself.  Tbk  end  of 
the  lake  i^as,  at  the  time  we  write  o^  and  still  is 

an^lute  wilderness  inhabited  only  by  scattiired 
r^  ^  Indians,  and  almost  UAtouched  by  the 

^!  f«f ffefshad  planted  anl  isolated  establish- 
ment    At  this  pomt  m  the  wUi  woods  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  fiir-traders  of  Canada  were  wont 
to  connate  for  tiie  settiement  of  their  afiairs  in 
^e  spring  of  every  year,  and  from  this  point  also 
teading-parties  were  despatched  in  canoes  into  the 
sfaJl  more  remote  parte  of  die  great  nortiiem 
inldemess,  whence  they  returned  with  rich  canroes 
of  fors  received  from  tiie  "red  men  "  in  exchimge 
for  powder  and  shot,  guns,  hatchete,  knives.  cloOi, 
twme,  fish-hooks,  and  such  articles  as  were  suited 
to   tiie   tastes  and  wante  of  a   primitive  and 
wandering  peopla  ■ 

Here  Reuben  Guff  and  his  son  found  Swifkarrow 
as  they  had  expected,  and  proposed  to  him  tiiat 
He  should  accompany  them  on  Uieir  voyage  nortii 
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--a  proposal  wUcli  he  ftooepted  with  pleasure— 
for  ike  strong-boned  Indian  had  an  Vdventurous 
Bpint  as  weU  as  a  healthy  frame.         \ 

SwiftaiToW  was  a  brave  and  powekl  Indian 
and  was  esteemed  one  of  the  best  hunters  of  hi^ 
tnbe;  bnt  no  one  seeing  him  in  oknp  in  a 
quiescent  state  would  have  thought  hW  to  be 

deliberate  m  his  movemente,  and  withal  had  a 
lazy  look  about  his  eyes.  But  the  sight  of\a  bear 
or  moose^eer  had  the  efifeot  of  waking  hU  up  in 
a  way  that  caused  his  dark  eyes  to  flash  and  hk 
Iliige  frame  to  move  with  cafc-likeNaotivity.\  ^ 

.nf  7l'''«^"^''^"^*^°^«'^  ^  o^  the  ^ore 
-of  Lake  Supenor.  he  was  seated  at  th^door  of  ^ 

Bkin^lodgeanomting  his  hair,  which  wi^^  long  imd 

black,  with  bear's  grease-the  "genuine  itttideL"' 

without  even  the  admixture  of  a  drop1)f  scent  uX 

80  pure,  m  fact,  that  ihe  Indian  basted  his  steiEv 

l^danomted  his  hair  with  grease  from  the  same^ 

^"HiUlol  Swiftarrew,"  excli^med  Reuben,  as  he 
sauntered  up  to  the  savage,  .^th  his  gun  on  his 
ahoulder  '^ycj  seem  to  be  beautkin'  ye^lf  to-day 
-not  git^m' to  get  married,  eh?  A  ^ 

Swiftorow,  whose  long  hair  huW  over  his  fi^e 
hke  a  glossy  curtam,  tossed  asidehis  locks  and 
gazed  earnestly  at  the  hunter.  A  diSt  smile  and 
a  peasant  gleam  lighted  up  his  dark>untenance 
w  he  wiped  hi^^^reasy  right  hand  on  k«  legging 
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and  extended  it,  exclaiming,  "  watch'ee!"  by  which 
he  meant,  what  cheer  ? 

"What  cheer?  what  cheer?"  replied  Reuben, 
with  a  broad  but  quiet  grin,  as  he  shook  his 
friend's  hand  heartily. 

.  ^am  man  understood  the  other's  language 
perfectly ;  but  each  appeared  to  prefer  to  talk  in 
his  own  tongue;  for  while  Reuben  addressed  the, 
red  man  in  English,  Swiftarrow  replied  in  Indian. 
This  had  been  an  understood  arrangement  between 
them  ^ver  since  the  tifhe  when,  as  lads,  they  had 
first  n^et  and  formed  a  close  friendship,  on  the 
shores  of  Lake  Huron.  ^ 

"  Is  my  brother's  trail'  to  be  through Jli&  wpods 
or  on  the  waters?   Does  he  go  hunting  ortriad- 
ing  ? "  inquired  the  Indian,  after  Oie i|u!»|l;,^^^ 
tlons  were  over.  '  "> 

*'  Well,  I  may  say  that  I  'm  neither  gbhl'  a-hunt- 
in'  or  tr6din'— here,  fill  yer  pipe  wi'  baccy  from 
my  pouch ;  it 's  better  than  yours,  1 11  be  bound. 
In  a  manner,  too,  I  'm  goin'  both  to  hunt  an'  trade 
in  a  small  way;  but  my  main  business  on  this 
trip  is  to  be  diskivery." 

The  Indian  uttered  a  sound,  which  meant  that 
he  did  not  understand. 

"I'm  gpiu'  to  sarch  out  new  lands,"  explained^ 
Reuben,  "away  to  the  far  north.  I've  heard  iti 
said  by  Injins  that  have  wandered  to  the  nor'ani 
that  they've  met  in  with  red-skins,  who  said  that; 
there  is  a  big  river  flowin'  outo'  a  great  lake  in\ 
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kto^2  .K  '^'r'*  P°'«'  «'  «ut  i»  mitt 
mto  the M.  thew.  They  m»y  bo  tellin' ttutk« 
they  may  be  tellin-  lie.;  1  dun  W;  «yhow 
I  m  koonou.  to  know  wmethin' .bout  t. »  I'm 
g»„^  north  to  we  for  my«,lf.  and  IVe^red  S 
•Atf  |wift«row  wiU  gfl,  with  me.'^  ^ 

.iW?    ^^  paused,  bui  the  Indian  remained 

St'T^  '"'  '•"«  "tone-headM  pi^« 
calumet,'  Aith  a  countenance  ao  grave  Mid  m 
prewonle;,  ^  no  idea  of  hi.  «Sn^eoSS 

X^'S:^^^"'''    AfUrabriefpauw.CS 

*i'  '^°''  •*  "Jtogither  a  trip  of  diAivanr 
wither  fo^-™  got  «„,  bale.  V^;^ 

me.  md  a.  we  go  in  a  nnaU  biwA  c^^^ 
^vd  hght;  but  I  hope  to  come  bi^^^ 

ttegunwate  with  furs,  for  the  rod-Aina  ofXfitt 
north  are  like  enough  to  have  planhTf  pLlto  «d 
thqr  won't  .A  much  for  the/  A.  to  ^  ™u 

^^J,^'^\'^'«»to»p^youBebrwi:kte  ' 
oaiatjyw W,  «id  I  Ve  got  plenty  of  powder     ' 

^te^     Moreover,  my  boy  lawnice  Tgoin- 

c^^  '^t  *'"«?'^  ««°"'".  *J  In«li«a'« 
counte^ce  betrayed  no ogn of  feeling unffltte 

name  of  u^mce  wm  mentioned,lrtuii  a  gle^ 

«noke  airough  hi.  nostrib,  tod  suil^  J^ 
owiftanow  will  go,"  " — 
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Backwoodsmen  seldom  take  long  to  mature 
their  plans,  and  are  generally  prompt  to  carry  ^^ 
them  into  execution.  Two  days  after  the  bfief  « 
conversation  above  narrated,  the  three  friends 
pushed  off  in  their  little  birch-bark  ^canoe  and 
paddled  up  the  stream  which  leads  to  the  Kaka- 
beka  Falls  on  the  Kamenistaquoia  River.  Sur- 
mounting this  obstacle  by  the  simple  process  of 
carrying  the  canoe  and  her  lading  past  the  falls 
by  land  and  relaunching  on  the  -still  water  above, 
they  continued  their  voyage  day  by  day,  encamp- 
ing under  the  treei  by  nighty  until  they  had 
penetrated  far  and  deep  into  the  heart  of  the 
northern  wilderness,  and  had  even  passed  beyond 
the  most  distant  establishments  of  the  adventurous 
fiir-traders.  ^ 

The  world  of  forest,  swamp,  lake,  and  river, 
that  still,  litpwever,  lay  between  them  and  the 
iand  which  they  sought  to  reach,  was  very  wide. 
Weeks,  and  even  months,  would  certainly  elapse 
before  they  could  hope  to  approach  it;  t>ne  day, 
therefore,  they  burie4  their  goods  and  stores  in  a 
convenient  place,  intendiQg  to  dig  them  up  on  " 
their  return,  and  ij^anwhile  turned  aside  into  a 
country  which  promised  to  afford  them  a. good  * 
supply  of  fresh  provisions  for  the  voyage  norlJL 

Here  an  adventure  befell  them  which  brought 
tlieir  voyage  of  discovery,  at  that  time,  to  an* 
abrupt  close. 
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CHAPTER  11 

ntBRIBLE  DISCOVKRIKS  AND  ALUCRED  PLANg 

"  ITO I "  ejaculated  Swiftarrow. 
"■    "Smoke r  exclaimed  Reuben  GuE 
BoUi  men  spoke  at  the  name  moment    th.i, 
diBcoveiy  having  been  simultaneour  Mthri^I 
tune  Lawrence  pointed  with  th«  ki  ^     V^® 

PMOJO  «oroa»lJ,8  canoe  for  a  few  seconds.        ^ 

»wiftarww  assented  with  another  "Ho"  .„J 

I-wrence  moved  hi.  gn„  into  a  Cdy^li^ 

ftjrther  sign  of  man's  pw^ence  than  the  wn^h 
of  smokei    AU  was  perfectly  sflent    Tk!  ^^ 

T""  qmto  stin,  MTZ^sSof^riT' 

i«W»bledaaheetofgliss.    ^^  "  ""  ^^ 

OT»lIf.  ™„r  V?  *^  •"•«  "'«*irf  a>«y  don't 
W  let  smoke  be  seen. «,'  when  th^  don't  m^ 
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miiohief  tixttf  ^norftlly  ihow  thefna6lip«««.  Com«^ 
puih  on.  Iftda;  w#11  go  Mo  what '■  i'  the  wind." 

"Ill  ihow  them  the  muzzle,  father/'  uud 
Lawrence,  lajring  down  hiz  paddle  and  taking  up 
his  gun ;  "  it  may  be  well  to  let  'em  zee  that  we 
have  arms." 

"  No  need  for  that,  boy.  If  they  know  any thkg 
1^  all,  they  know  that  white  men  don't  go  about 
Otthe  wildemesz  empty-handed.  Put  down  the 
pi«ipe  and  use  your  paddle." 

Thuz  reproved,  Lawrence  flushed  slightly,  but 
obey^  th<i  order  and  resumed  paddling. 

hk  a  few  minu,tes  they  were  on  shore.  Still  aU 
was  zitoit  ait  th^grava  Hauling  the  bow  of  the 
eanoe  on  the  beach  to  keep  it  fast,  the  Jhree  men 
took  their  weapojoz,  and,  entering  U^iTwoods  in 
■ingle  file,  walked  cautiously  but  swiftly  in  the 
duiaotion  <^  the  smoka  They  soon  reached  the 
•p^,  and  the  scene  which  met  their  eyes  was  one 
which,  while  it  accounted  fdr  the  silence  that 
reigned  around,  filled  their  minds  with  sadness 
and  horror:{<|^ 

In  an  open  space,  where  a  number  of  trees  had 
been  cut  down,  stood  about  a  dozen  skm  tents  or 
Indian  lodges^  sonie  with  the  curtain-d^lb  closed, 
others  opon,  ezpesing  the  interiors,  on  the  floors 
of  which  tiie^deikd  bodies  of  Indian  men,  women, 
and  oluMl«i)^i|k7  in  every  attitude  and  iir  aU 
■^''fi*^  ^  deooBitftok  Outside  of  the  tents 
oUier  oorpses  UljJ|yi^j|i^  (he  ||tound|  and  moe^ 
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of  thew  boro  evidenoa^of  having  bedb  moi*  oi^  1«. 
torn  by  wolves.    The  travolloni  knew  at  a  irlano. 

♦K  L^T,  ""/^'•^"'^•^  P«>I»io  had  faUen  before 
Vo  diMaM,  amall-pox.  which  had  recently 

md  alinoit  dopopuktod  aeverai  diitiioU 
Indian  country;  ^ .    | 

w  the  diaoaae  was  introduced  t^^ng  th« 

.^^Ki^  '^'  '*^"  ^^  ^K*^  '^^  '^teTit  is 
^F^ble  to  say  andsiseless  tV'yectuie.  The 
fe^t  of  Its  desolating  effects  is  uiiqueationabla 

•!     t      ^^^^   "*   ^«   ^^"nt'y  »t    the   time 

wnte.:»Y  The  fatal  *'*^^^^^«'>  'P^^  ^^d  with 

^*^«^  '»P>dUy  which  no  flight  could  escape, 

It  dAtroyed  with  its  pestUential  breath  whole 

famihos  and  tnbos;  and  the  horrid  scene  presented 
to  those  who  had  the  melancholy  opportunity  of 
beholdmfi^  It,  a  combination  of  the  dead/the  dvLr 
and  such  as,  ta  avoid  the  fate  of  their  friS^' 
wound  them  prepared  to  disappoint  the  plague 

^of  ita  prey  by  terminating  their  own  exisuSwi 
To  ^ayato  the  picture,  if  aggravation  were 
possible.  Uie  catcases  were  dragged  forth  from 

'  ,^?>^  ^l^^  ^ol^«»»  <»'•  were  mangled  within 
thenj  by  the  dogs,  which  thus  sought  to  satisfy 
their  hunger  with  the  putnd  re^  of  ^     . 
IS!"^    It  was  not  uncommon  at  this  time  for 

not  reached,  to  call  his  hous^old  around  U^-  ^ 
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':  represent  ihe  tewible  MBufifefings  and*  fate  that 
awaited  them,  whi^h  he  believed  was. owing  to 
the  influence  of  an  evil  spirit  ,wl>o  desired  to 
extirpate  the  race,  ^d  incited  them  to  baffle 
death  with  all  its  horrors  by  at  once  killing 
themselves— at  the  same  time  offering  to  perform 
the  deed  of  mercy  with  his  own  hand  if  their 
heartii  should  faU  them." 

That  some  of  the  dead  before  our  pioneers  had 
acted  in  this  way  was  evident,  for  while  most  of 
the  corpses  bore  marks  of  having  been  smitten 
with  the  disease,  others  were  there  which'  showed 
nothmg  to  account  for  death  save  a  knife  wound 
over  the  region  of  the  heart  • 
^  It  was  a  sad  and  sickening  sight,  and  drew 
forth  one  or  two  low-toned  sorrowful  remarks 
from  Reuben,  as  he  moved  slowly  towards  the. 
t«Dt  frpm  which  smoke  still  issued. 

Tho.three  men -paused  before  it  because  no 
sound  came  from  within,  and-  they  felt  reluctant 
-  to  disturb  the  awful  silence.  The  pause,  howler, 
was  but  momentary.  Reuben  lifted  the  covering « 
kad  opened  it  wide.  A  small  fire  still  burned  on 
the  hearth  in  the  centre  of  the  lodge;  around  it 
lay  the  bodies  of  dead  men,  women,  and  children. 
Only  one  figure,  that  of  an  old  woman,  remained 
in  a  half-reclining  position,  but  she  was  motionless, 
and  they  thought  her  dead  also.  This,  ,howeveri 
was  not  the  case.  The  flood  of  light  which 
streamed  in  on  her  appeared  to  rouse  her,  for  she 


I, 


THE  PIONBEBS 


25 


nused  her  grey  head,  and,  gazing  anxiously  at  the 
figures  which  darkened  the  entrance  of  the  lodge, 
asked  in  a  tremulous  voice :  « Is  that  you,  my  $on  ?'' 
"  No,  mother,  but  it  is  a  friend,"  said  Swiftarrow, 
who  understood  her  language. 

"A  friend,"  repeated  the  old  woman,  shaking 
her  head  slowly,  « I  don't  want  a  friend.  The 
Master  of  Life  is  my  friend.  My  people  said  that 
an  evU  spirit  was  slaying  them ;  but  I  know  better. 
It  was  the  Great  Spirit  who  came  to  us.  We 
have  been  very  wicked.  We  needed  punishment 
But  why  has  He  spared  me?  I  was  the  worst  of 
them  all" 

There  was  something  terrible  in  the  tone  and 
manner  in  which  this  was  uttered,  as  if  the  breast 
of  the  speaker  were  torn  wi*h  conflicting  feelings. 

"  She  must  have  met  wi*  the  missionaries  some 
time  or  other,"  whispered  Heubea 

"  Is  the  old  woman  the  only  one  of  all  the  tribe 
left  alive?"  asked  Swiftarrow. 

"Ay,  the  only  one— no,  not  the  (mly  one;  my 
son  is  yet  alive.  He  went  to  set  a  bear-trap  not 
very  long  since;  but  he  should  have  come  back 
before  now.    He  will  be  back  soon."  " 

The  deep  sigh  which  followed  pro^jsd  that  the 
poor  old  woman  was  hoping  against  hope. 

"How  long  is't  since  he  left  you,  mother?" 
asked  Lawrence  eagerly. 

"  Jwo  suns  have  risen  and  set  since  he  left  and 
he  had  not  far  to  go."  ' 
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"Father,  I'U  go  seek  for  this  man/'  said 
Lawrence;  "something  may  have  befallen  him." 

Reuben  made  no  objection,  and  the  youth  set 
off  immediately  in  a  direction  which  was  pointed 

out  by  the  old  woman.  ^    ■     -  '^  . 

After  he  was  gone  his  father  and  the  Indian 
shifted  one  of  the  cleanest  looking  of  the  empty 
tents  to  a  considerable  distance  from  the  spot 
where  the  terri^e  work  of  death  had  been  done, 
.and  removing  the  old  woman  from  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  p^tilential  atmosphere,  placed  her 
therein,  kindle^  a  fire  and  cooked  her  a  Uttle 
food,  of  which  lihe  evidently  stood  much  in  need. 
Meaniiirhile  Lawrence  iped  through  the  pathless 
forest  with  the  light  step  of  a  strong  youth  and 
the  precision  of  a  practised  hunter.    About  four 
miles  from  the  Indian  camp  he  came  upon  the 
track  of  a  bear,  the  footprints  of  which  proved 
that  it  was  an  unusually  large  onp.    He  foUowed 
It  up  closely,  and  was  led  by  it  to  a  spot  where 
sonie  trees  had  been  cut  down,  and  not  far  from 
which  he  saw  what  appeared  to  him  to  be  the 
remains  of  a  trap.    Ahnost  at  the  same  moment 
of  his  makmg  this  discovery  he  heard  a  growl, 
and  saw  the  bear  itself— a  monster  of  the  brown 
species,  which  differs  from*  the  ordinary  black 
bear  of  America  in  being  more  carnivorous  and  " 
much  lai:ger,  as  well  as  more  savage  and  bold. 
-•No  sooner  did  it  see  the  youth  than  it  rushed 
upon  him  with  i?^eat  funr.     A  piece  of  broken 
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line  waa  drawn  tight  round  its  neck,  and  another 

piece  round  its  fore-leg,  while  four  arrows  stuck 

in  its  shoulder  and  side,  showing  plainly  that  it 

had  broken  loose  from  a  Inare  "and  Had  been 

attacked  by  man.    But  Lawrence  had  no  tune  to 

think  on  these  things.     He  had  barely  time  to 

throw  forward  and  cock  his  gun  when^he  bear 

was  upon  him.    It  rose  on  its  l^nd-legs,  and  in 

doing  so  towered  high  above  the  youth,  who, 

P^tev6r  his  feelings  might  hftve  been,  looked 

^i^dismayed.     With  an  unflinching  eye  he  took 

^Mm  at  theanonster's  heart,  and  shot  it  dead.    So 

close  was  it  to  him  that  he  singed  the  hair  on  its 

breast  and  had  to  leap  to  one  side  to  avoid  being 

struck  as  it  fell 

Reloading  quickly,  the  young  hunter  advanced 
towards  the  trap,  where  his  worst  fears  were 
realised,  for  near  to  it  he  found  the  body  of  an 
Indian  torn  limb  from  limb,  and  mostly  eaten, 
except  the  head,  which  remained  entire.  It  was 
evident  that  the  poor  man,  having  set  several 
snares  for  bears,  ,had  gone  to  visit  them,  and, 
found  this  brown  bear  caught  by  the  head  ,and 
1^^  He  seemed  to  have  tried  to  kill  it  with 
arix)ws,  but  must  have  been  afraid  to  go  near 
enough  to  use  his  weapons  with  effect,  and  the 
enraged  animal,  having  broken  the  snare,  fle^ 
upon  him  and  tore  him  to  pieces. 

Brown  bears  of  this  kind  are  very  poWerfuL 
One  traveller  in  these  regions  saw  the  footprints 
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of  a-laige  0116,  which,  having  seized  amoose-deerv 
m  a  river,  dragged  it  for  a  quarter  of  a  mUe  along 
the  sandy  banks,  and  afterwards  devoured  it  all 
except  part  of  the  hind-quarters  j  and  the  moose 
which  had  been  treated  in  this  unceremonious 
way,  judging  from  the  size  and  hardness  of  the 
^nes,  must  have  been  upwards  of  a  year  old, 
when  it  would  weigh  as  much  as  an  ox  of  the 
same  age.  -^— 

(Meeting  the  scattered  jremnants  of  the  un- 
fortunate Indian,  who  was  no  other  than  the  old 
woman's  son,  Lawrence  covered  them  over  with 
leaves  and  sticks.  He  then  skinned  the  bear 
and  cut  off  its  claws,  which  he  carried  away  as 
trophies,  4ong  with  one  or  two  choice  steaks^cut 
from  the/creature:s  flank.  He  also  collected  the 
weapon^  and  part  of  the  dress  of  the  Indian, 
wiih  which  he  returned  to  the  camp. 
^  "Bteyday !  Lawrence,  what  have  you  got  there, 
lad  ?  r  said  Reuben,  as  his  son  came  up  and  threw 
the  bundle  on  the  ground. 
jA  brown  bear,  father." 

«WeU  done!"  exclaimed  Reuben,  with  a  look 
pnde,  for  although  his  son  had  shot  many  a 
►lack  bear  in  the  forest,  he  had  never  before  stood 
face  to  face  with  such  a  monster  as  that  whoso 
skin  and  claws  now  lay  at  his  feet 

"  It  would  have  been  weU,  father,"  said  Lawrence 
gravely,  "if  the  man  who  first  saw  this  bear  had 
owned  a  gun.  His  arrows  w^e  no  better  than 
needles  m  such  a  hida    See  here ! " 


^f- 


'.A 


■  C 


§ 


THB  PIONEERS 


8» 


V. 


He  drew  from  his  breast  the  bloody  portions  of 
dress  which  had  belonged  to  the  slaughtered 
Indian.      .    ^      ■ 

"The  son  of^the  old  woman  has  gone  to  the 
happy  hmiting-grounds,"  said  Swiftarrow,  referring 
to  thfe  heaven  of  the  Indian,  as  he  lifted  and 
examii^ed  the  dress. 

"Ay,  ay"  said  Reuben  sadly,  "'tis  the  chances 
of  the  wildemess.  You'd  better  tell  the  poor 
old  creetur',  Swiftarrow;  you  understand  her  ways 
and  lingo  better  than  nae."  \    ^ 

§ilently  the  Indian  went  to  the  old  woman,  and 
laid  the  bloody  garments  before  her.  At  first 
she  did  not  understand  what  had  happened. 
Suddenly  the  truth  flashed  upon  her,  and  she 
looked  quickly  up  into  the  grave  countenance  of 
the  Indian,  but  death  and  sorrow  appeared  to 
have  abeady  done  their  worst  on  her,  for  sh^ 
neither  spoke  nor  wept  for  some  time.  She  took 
up  the  i^eds  of  cloth  and  turned  |;hem  over 
tenderly;  but  neither  sign  nor  groan  escaped  her. 
Evidently  she  had  been  abeady  so  itqjined  by 
the  horrors  which  had  surrounded  her  for  some 
time,  that  this  additional  blow  did  not  tell— at 
least,  not  at  first— but  Reuben  observed,  while 
trying  to  comfort  her  some  time  afterwards,  that 
a  few  tears  were  coursing  slowly  down  her 
withered  cheeks.  r 

That  night,  round  the  camp  fire,  the  pioneers 
held   earnest  counsel,  and   resolv^,   sadly  but 
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firmly,  that  thoir  projected  journey  must  be  riven 
up  for  that  season. 

^  "It's  a  hard  thing  to  do/'  said  Reuben,  as  he 
lay  at  £uU  length  before  the  fire  after  supper,  "to 
give  up  our  plans  after  comin'  so  far;  but  it  ain't 
possible  to  carry  that  old  'ooman  along  with  us, 
an'  it's  not  to  be  thought  of  to  leave  her  behind 
to  starve,  so  there 's  noihin*  for  it  but  to  go  back 

_  an*  take  her  wi'  us  to  the  settlements.  I  would 
feel  like  a  murderer  if  I  was  to  leave  one  o'  God's 
creeturs  to  perish  in  the  wilderness.  What  think 
you,  Lawrence  ? " 

"I  think  you  are  right,  father,"  replied  the 
youth,  with  a  deep  jsigh. 
"  An*  what  says  Swiftarrow  f 

"  Go  back,"  was  the  Indian's  prompt  and  laconi/ 
answer. 

"Well,  then,  w©'re  all  agreed,  so  well  turn 
back,  on  pur  trail  to-morrow;  but  I  shaU  try 
again  next  year  if  I'm  above  ground.     I  once 
know'd  a  Yankee  who^^Jiad  what  he  caUed  a 
motto,  an'  it  was  this, '  Never  give  in,  'xcept  w'en 
yer  wrong.'    I  think  I'll  take  to  that  motto.    It 
seems  to  me  a  good 'ua" 
•;  In  proof,  we  presume,  of  his  smcerity,  Reuben 
Guff  rolled  himself  in  his  blanket,  stretched  his 
feet  towards  the  firo,  pillowed  his-  head  on  a 
bundle  <rf  moss,  ^  at  once  gave  inTto  the 
seductive  influences  of  sleep;  an  exampll  which 
was  so  irresistible  that  his  companions  followed 
it  without  deli^r.  ,  ' 


f 


;•'■ 

- 

'  *  ■ 

.  ..^\ 

.»    -. 

. 

"• 

^ 

.' 

'» 

. 

^ 

Jl 

' 

t.^ 

* 

"Tr 

■&■■. 

9 

. 

■■• 

m 

f 

■'■-"  '.'rfe? 

/'v-JH 

*■:-"/*■■"■■  /.i 

m  . 

* 

<f 

J 

■. .  ^r': 

* 

1 

j,    -, 

r4t&li 


■rr.- 


«i-  f^'_^^u-^%j^iKS^<^i^'Vm^^'Va^w^-Si^>^ipr^:sivv's^y^^ 


K 


THK  PIONKEBS 


81 


CHAPTER  III 


d/ 


'A4 


I 


nmtODtrOKS  THE  KING  OF  PIONEEBS    . 

TiISCA|tDING  space  and  ignoring  time,  we 
^  seize  you  by  the  hand,  reader,  and  bound 
away  with  you  still  deepef*  into  the  northern 
wilderness,  away  into  thal^remote  region  which, 
ftt  the  time  we  write  of,  was  4ihe  ultima  thuU  of 
the  fur-traders  of  Canada, — beyond  which  lay  the 
great  unknown  world,  stretching  to  the  pole. 
Here,  amid  the  grand  scenery  of  the  Rocky 
Mountainis,  lies  the  Athabasca  Lake,  also  styled 
the  Lake  of  the  Hills.  We  prefer  the  latter 
nfune,  as  being  more  romantic. 

This  is  no  pretty  pond  such  as  we  in  England 
aM  wont  to  visit  and  delight  in  during  our 
summer  BWidays.  It  is  a  great  sheet  of  water ;  a 
g^and  fresh-water  set^  200  milesf  long'  and  16 
iniles  broad— a  fittii^  gem  for  tm  bosom  of  the 
mighty  r^on  on  which  it  glittera 

A  year  has  fled  since  the  period  of  our  last 
chapter,  and  here,  in  a  birch-bark  canoe  on  the 
waters  of  the  Lake  of  the  Hills,  we  find  our 
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pioneers— Reuben  Guff,  his  son  Lawrence,  and  his 
Indian  friend  Swiftarrow.  There  is  also  a  young 
Indian  woman  in  the  canoeJ-Swiftarrow's  wife. 

The  kind-hearted  red  ^an  adopted  the  old 
woman  who  had  been  rescued  on  their  previous 
tnp,  but,  not  finding  her  a/good  substitute  for  his 
own  mother,  he  bethought/ hun  of  adding  a  young 
squaw  to  his  establishmei/t  WhUe  he  meditated 
on  this  step,  the  old  wciman  died.  About  the 
same  tune  Reuben  Guff  Wiade  proposals  to  him  to 
jom  hun  on  a  second  "  Wyage  of  diskiveiy."  The 
Indian  agreed;  got  ma&ed  off-hand,  and  took 
his  bnde  along  with  hiik  We  now  find  them  all 
four  at  the  Lake  of  the  Hills. 

It  may  be  as  weU  tfobsenre,  in  passing,  fliat 
Indian  bndes  are  pually  more  robust  than  those 
of  civilised  communitfies.  They  are  quite  com- 
petent to  follow  theh-/ lords  on  the  most  arduous 
canoe  voyages,  and,  besides  being  able  to  wield 
the  paddle  with  grejit  dexterity,  are  exceedingly 
useful  m  mana^  what  may  be  styled  the 
domestic  matters  of  the  camp.  They  also  keep/ 
up  a  constant  suppl^  of  the  Indito's  iJidispensable 
foot-gear— moccasihs— which  aie  aJ>  slender  in 
their  nature  that  ^  pair  may  be  coiiipletely  worn 
out  m  a  single  day  of  hard  hunting.r 

IJe  brown  bridji,  therefore,  was  n^t\a  hindrance 
to  the  pafty,  but  k  useful  member  of  k  as  well  as 
a  pleasant  comjifnion.    True,  her  comiianionship 


consisted  chiefl^  in  answering  "yes'*  and 


no 
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When  spoken  to,  and  in  smiling  pleasantly  at  all 
times;  but  this  was  sufficient  to  satisfy  the 
moderate  demands  of  her  male  friends  upon  her 
intellectual  resources. 

"  Fort  Chipewyan  at  last:*  said  Reuben,  resting 
his  paddle  across  the  canoe  and  looking  earnestly 
towards  the  horizon ;  "  I  hope  we  ain't  too  late  after 
all  our  pushin'  on.  It  would  be  hard  to  find  that 
Monsieur  Mackenzie  had  started." 

"Too  much  ice  in  the  lake,"  said  Swiftarrow. 
"  He  has  not  gone  yet"  ^ 

"I'm  not  so  sure  o'  that,"  observed  Lawrenca 
"  If  reports  be  true.  Monsieur  Mackenzie  is  not  the 
man  to  wait  until  the  ice  is  all  off  the  lakds  and 
nothin' but  plain  sailin' lies  before  him." 

"  That 's  true,  lad,"  replied  Reuben,  resuming  his 
paddle.  « I  wonder,"  he  murmured  to  himself,  as 
he  gazed  wistfully  towards  the  unknown  north,  "I 
wonder  if  the  big  river  is  really  there,  an'  if  it  do 
jine  thesea?" 

That  same  question  was  put  to  himself  that  same 
evening—though  not  for  the  first  time— by  one  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Fort  CJhipewyan.  .Tl|e  fort  was  a 
mere  group  of  two  or  threq  lotf  huts.  In  thehiigest 
of  these  huts  sat  a  man^hose  strongly-maJked 
handsome  countenance  gave  evidence  of  a  bold 
enterprising  spirit  and  a  resolu^  will  He  pored 
over  a  map  for  some  time,  carefully  tracMg  a  few 
pencil  Imes  into  the  blai^k  spaces  on  the  paper/and 
Uien  murmured,  in  wordji  which  wer«  almost  identi- 
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cal  with  those  of  Reuben  Guff, "  I  wonder  if  it  joini 
Ae  Polar  Sea  ?" 

This  man  was  the  true  pioneer,  or,  rather,  the 
king  of  pioneers,  to  whom  Quff  gave  place  ^thout 
a  murmur,  for  Reuben  was  a  m<^est  man ;  and  the 

moment  he  heard  that  one  of  the  jgentlemen  of  the  > 
Canadian'  fur-trading  c<»npany  had  taken  4Up  his 
favourite  hobby,  and  meant  to  work  out  the  pro- 
^  blem,  he  resolved,  as  he  said,  "  to  play  second 
fiddle,"  all  the  more'  that  the  man  who  thus  un- 
wittingly supplanted  him  was  a  mountaineer  of  the. 
Scottish  Highlands. 

"It 's  of  no  manner  of  use,  you  see,"  he  said  to 
Swiftarrow,  when  conversing  on  ^e  subject,  *•  for 
me  to  go  off  on  a  Vyage  o'  diskiveiy  w'en  a  gentle^  ,  • 
man  like  Monsieur  Mackenzie,  with  a  good  edic$Sb^: 
tion  an'  scienteefic  knowledge  and  the  wealth  of  a^ 
fiir  company  at  his  back,  is  gom'  to  take  it  in  hand. 
No ;  the  right  thing  for  Reuben  Quff  to  do  in  the 
circumstances  is  to  jine  him  an'  play  second  fiddle 
— or  third,  if  need^be." 

Alexander  Mackenzie — while  seated  in  the  lowly 
hut  of  Uiat  solitary  outpost  poring  over  his  map, 
tiying  to  penetrate  mentally  into  tibose  mysterious 
and  unknown  lands  which  by  just  beyond  him— 
saw,  in  imagination,  a  great  river  winding  its  course 
among  majestio  mountains  towards  the  shores  of 
the  ice-laden  polar  seas.  He  also  saw  the  lofty  peaks 
and  snow-clad  ridges  of  that  mighty  range  which 
forms  the  back-bone  of  the  American  continent) 
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•nd— ag^  in  imagination— passed  beyond  it  and 
,  -penetrated  the  vast  wUdemess  to  the  Pacific,  thub 
adding  new  lands  to  the  British  Crown,  and  openii 
up  new  sources  of  wealth  to  the  fur  compimjnof 
which  he  was  one  of  the  most  eneigetic  members. 
He  saw  all  this  m  imagination,  we  say,  but  he  did 
no<,  at  that  time,  see  hi^  name  attached  to  one  of 
the  largest  i^erican  rivers,  claased  with  the  names 
of  the  most  noted  discoverers  of  the  world,  and 
himself  knighted.    Still  less,  if  possible,  did  he 
see,  even  in  his  wUdest  flights  of  fancy,  that  the 
book  of  travels  which  he  was  destined  to  write 
would  be  translated  into  French  by  the  order  of 
Napoleon  i  for  the  express  pprpose  of  being  studied ' 
by  liarshal  Bemadotte,  with  the  view  of  enabW 
that  wamor  to  devise  a  round&bout  and  unlookedU 
for  Attack  on  Canada^in  rear,  as  it  were-from  the 
region  of  the  northern  wilderness— a  fact  whid{  ii 
well  worthy  of  record  I  *  / 

None  of  these  things  loomed  on  the  mind4  the 
modest  though  romantic  and  enterprisi^  man 
for  at  that  time  he  was  only  at  the  beginiS  of  his 
'  career  of  discovery.  7 

It  may  iot  be  out  of  place  here  to  a4  a  word  or 
two  as  to  the  early  career  of  the  herf  whose  foot- 
steps  we  are  about  to  follow.  \ 

He  was  a  H^hlander,  to  begin  with;  iuid  pos- 
sessed  all  the  fire  and  determination  peculiarto 
thatrace.    At  an  early  period  of  life  he  was  led  to  " 

»  &•  Appendix  lor  an  intorMting  l«t^  on  tfiii  rabjoei 
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engage  in  comioercial  onterpn'sei  in  the  country 
north-wofit  of  Lako  Superior,  joined  the  North- 
West  Fur  Company  of  Canada  in  1784,  and  went 
into  the  Indian  country  the  fdllowing  spring.    It 
18  not  neceasary  to  say  more.  thaA  that  Alexander 
Mackenzie  proved  himself  to  bo  a  first-rate  fur- 
trader  at  a  time  when  the  fur-trade  was  carried  on 
under  great  difficulties  l^d  amid  severe  privationa 
For  many  years  he  was  in  charge  of  Fort  Chipe- 
wyan,  the  remote  establishment  to  which  we  have 
just  conducted  our  reader.    Seven  years  before  his 
coming  on  the  scene,  the  Lako  of  the  Hills  had  not 
been  visited  by  white  men,  and  was  known  only 
through  Indian  report    When  Mackenzie  became 
ruler  of  the  district,  all  beyond  the  lake  was  terra 
incogniUi.    His  spirit  was  one  which  thirsted  to 
explore  the  unknowa    He  was  eminently  fitted 
both  to  hold  an  advanced  post  and  to  invade  new 
regions,  being  robust  in  constitution,  powerful  in 
frame,  inquisitive  in  mind,  and  enterprising  in  spirit 
Frequently  had  he  arrived  at  Fort  Chipewyan  with 
ninety  or  a  hundred  men  without  ^y  provision  for 
their  Bustenance  for  the  winter  save  their  fishing- 
nets  and  guns.    He  was  therefore  accustomed  to 
live  from  hand  to  mouth,  and  to  depend  on  his 
own  exertions  and  resources  in  a  country  where  the 
winter  is  towards  of  eight  months  long  and  the 
severity  of  the  climate  extrema 

I^  was  in  June  1789  that  he  made  preparationi 
to  start  on  his  first  voyage  of  discovery. 
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^  noNnaa 
■     r.  ^^  ^  •*"  *•"•  •'  "Woh  h«  bad  b«« 
ma.  the  a.r  of  .  man  who  h«  made  up  hi.  mind 
^p!:^  '  ""''  "•"•  ""  •"ol'i-g  Md.  the 
"  Le  Koux,  if  we  oomiot  prevaU  on  them  Indian. 

.  n h^„  "-  '••«  r»"  ««•<»  boon  gummed  7" 

dekl  f^r:  r""""^  ^  ^"'  " ''"'  ^  ''""Id  advise 
deUy  for  a  day  or  two.    If  we  give  them  time  Z 

Indiw,  may  change  their  mind. ;  bedde.  X  io^ 

ha*  not  yet  .uffioiontly  cleared  a^ayT^ 

•yes  Hariied  for  one  moment  with  impatience  Thev 
w«^  deep  blue  eye.  that  could  bea.^  wiA^eS 

rbuT^rr°r'*^y\'^*  '"PP"»*<»  P-ion-i! 
"  ""'  •!"»'  •»  "dd  that  panion  in  hi.  cam  wa. 

u^lly  8uppres«,d,  for  he^a  lover  of  Ze  « 
most  teuly  great  ahd  powerful  men  usualinw^"  ^ 

of  uZT-'Z" •"  "^^ ""i^  down'in  front 
oi  U)  Koui,  how  our  rerources  stand.  In  mv 
canoe  there  wiU  be  the  four  Can«iia.^  „S  Z 
^maa    Then  there '.  our  Indi«.  friendXlSj 

^^r^r"^  '^^  ""*  y""^  Indian,  whom      ' 
"^ant^to  accompany  "'  '^'^  '^  «'«  «nu.t 

^ir^fK   •"  T^  '»■"«'"•  <*>«»  I  will  Start 
w^out  them.    Your  own  canoe  with  good,  fe 

^^  Pwvudon..  will  not  be  fuUy  ffi  ^ 
•hll  therefore  place  in  it  theprovirion.^;^ 
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can't  cany,  and  when  we  come  to  the  place  where 
you  are  to  stop  and  trade,  and  where  I  shall  bid 
you  farewell,  we  shall  doubtless  have  eaten  our 
lading  down  sufficiently  to  take  the  whole  on 
board.  See,  by  the  way,  that  the  goods  and 
trinkets  to  be  given  in  presents  as  we  go  along 
are  not  placed  in  the  wrong  canoe." 

"  They  are  already  laid  with  the  other  goods,  and 
also  the  nets  and  ammunition  by  themselves,"  said 
Le  Rous,  rising  and  laying  down  his  pipe. 

At  that  moment  Reuben  Quff  entered  with  bis 
Mends.  The  surprise  of  Mackenzie  was  great  on 
beholding  them,  but  greator  still  was  his  delight 
when  he  learned  their  errand.  The  young  Indians 
were  forthwith  told  that  their  services  would  not 
now  be,  required,  aiid  our  Mends— including  Swift^. 
arrow's  wife,  Darkeye— were  at  once  added  to  the 
exploring  party.  i^. 

Next  day  the  expedition  set  forth  horn  Fort 
Chipewyan  and  swept  over  the  broad  breast  of  the 
Lake  <tf  the  HiUs.        \ 

We  will  ^t  trac^  tnd;  course  over  known 
ground.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  their  troubles 
began  at  once.  Sodn  after  leaving  the  U&e  they 
came  to  a  rapid  part  oil^e  river  wl]d^  flows  out 
of  it,  where  they  were  obliged  to  land  and  cany 
canoes  and  goods  to  ihe  stUl  water  further  down, 
but  here  the  ice  was  still  untihawed  on  the  banks, 
rendering  ihe'proceBB  of  le-loading  difficult.  Soon 
^ter  they  came  to  a  place  called  the  P<nia^ 


* 


* 


^ 


I 


THIPI0NIBB8 


Si 


^Emharraa,  which  is  occasioned  by  drift-^ood 
filling  up  the  channel  of  the  river.  There  they 
entered  the  Slave  River,  where  there  is  a  portage  or 
carrying-place  named  the  Mountam,  the  landing 
at  which  is  veijy  steep  and  close  to  the  fall  Below 
this  fidl  there  is  a  niile  of  dangerous  rapids— and 
here  they  met  with  their  first  &uu3ter. 

Reuben  and  Swiftarrow  having  landed  with  part 
of  the  cargo  of  the  Small,  canoe,  had  left  it  in 
charge  of  Darkeye,— so  named  because  of  her  hirge 
and  lustrous  eyes,  which,  however,  were  the  only.,, 
good  pomts  about  her,  for  she  w^  ill-favoured  and 
clumsy,  though  strong  of  frame  and  a  dilig6nt 
worker.    While  she  was  moving  froni  one  point 
'  of  rock  to  another  that  appeal  to  her  more 
convenient  for  landmg,  the  canoe  was  caught  by 
an  eddy  and  swept  in  a  moment  out  into  the 
strong  current,  down  which  it  sped  with  fearful 
velocity  towards  the  falls.    Darkeye  was  quite 
collected  and  cool,  but  she  happened  to  dip  her 
paddle  on  the  edge  of  a  sunk  rock  ^th  suchjvigour 
that  the  canoe  overturned.     Upon  the  heights 
above  her  husband  Sfew  the  accident,  and  stood 
rooted  for^a  moment  in  helpless  dismay  to  the 
spot.    It  chanced  that  Lawrence  Guff  was  at  the 
time  the  only  man  near  the  unfortunate  woman, 
who,  although  she  swam  like  an  otter,  could  not 
gain  the  bank.    Seeing  this,  the  youth  sprang 
towards  ajutting  rock  that  ahnost  overhung  the 
£4  and  entering  the  rushing  itieam  so  de^y 
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that  he  could  barely  retain  his  foothold,  caught  tnd 
woman  by  the  hair  of  the  head  as  she  was  sweep- 
ing towards  the  edge  of  the  fall  The  two  swayed 
for  a  few  seconds  on  the  verge  of  destruction ; 
then  Swiftarrow  came  bounding  down  die  bank 
^  like  a  deer,  and,  catching  Lawrence  by  the  hand, 
dragged  them  both  out  of  danger ;  but  before  they 
were  faurly  landed  the  danoe  was  carried  over  Jhe 
falls,  dashed  to  pieces,  and  in  a  few  seconds  its 
shreds  were  tossed  wildly  on  the  suiging  rapids 
for  down  the  river. 

This  accident  caused  them  little  loss  beyond  the 
canoe,  which  was  soon  replaced  by  another,  pur- 
chased from  a  party  of  Indians,  with  whom  they 
fell  in  that  same  evenings 

Passing  through  Slave  River,  thfey  swept  out  on 

f  the  bright  waters  of  Great  Slave  Lake.  vOver 

Uhese  they  sped  during  several  days.    This  lake 

i^ j«ie  of  the  largest  fresh-water  oceans  of  the 

continent,  about  250  miles  long  and  50  broad. 

And  here  the  work  of  exploration  faurly  began. 
Qreat  Slave  Lake  was  at  that  time  imperfectly 
known  from  Lidian  report ;  and  the  river  of  which 
they  were  in  search  flowed,  it  was  supposed,  out 
of  its  western  extremity.  Hero  also  M,  Le  Roux 
was  to  be  left  behind  with  a  party  of  men  to 
prosecute  the  fur  trade. 
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•'  CHAPTER  IV 

* 

VICISSirurfES  OP  THE  VOYAGE— INDIANS 
liBT  WITH,  ETC. 

'  ■  ■        s  ■      :     •^- . 

f  TyE  have  passed  over  the  first  three  weeks  of 
""  the  voyage  rapidly,  but  it  must  not  be 
supposed  that  tiiierefore  it  was  all  plain  sailing. 
On  the  ^ontraiy,  the  traveUers  were  delayed  by 
thunderstorms,  and  heavy  rains,  and  gales,  and 
unpeded  by  ice,  which,  even^in  the  middle  of  June 
lay  thick  on  the  "waters "in  some  pefrta  They 
were  also  tormented  by  hosts  of  mosquitos,  and  at 
times  they  found  difficulty  in  procuring  food— 
despite  the  ability  of  our  friends  Reuben,  Swift- 
arrow,  and  Lawrence,  who  were  constituted  hunters 

sto  the  expedition.  'At  other  times,  howeveiv  the 
supply  of  food  was  abundant  and  varied.  On  one 
occasion  the  hunters  brougkt  in  seven  geese,  a 
beaver,  and  four  ducks,  besides  which  a  large 
supply  of  excellent  trout  and  other  fish  was 
obtained  firom  th^  nets;  and'  on  anothe^  oQcamon 
they  |>rocured  two  swans,  ten  beavers,  and  a  goosa 
But  sometimes  they  returned  empty-handed,  or 
with  a  single  bird  or  so,  while  the  nets  produced 
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nothing^it  all  Deer  were  also  shot  occasionally, 
and  thejr  found  immense  numbers  of  wild  cran- 
berries, strawberries;  rasps,  and  other  berries/be- 
sides small  spring  onions ;  so  that,  upon  the  whole, 
they  fared  well,  and  days  of  alwtinence  were  more 
than  compensated  by  days  of  sujpfftfabundance 

One  evening  whfle  they  we^  coasting  along 
this  great  lake,  some  Indians  were  discovered  on 
the  shore,  and  the  travellers  landed. to  make  in- 
quiries of  them  as  to  the  nature  of  thecotintiy 
beyond.  There  were  three- lodges  belon^g  Ut  the 
Bed'-knife  Indians,  who  were  so  named  -  because 
their  knifes  were  made  of  the  copper  found  in 
that  region.  To  the  leading  man  of  thes6,  English 
Chief,  bemg  interpreter,  addresised  hims^ 

English  Chief,  we  may  remark  in  passing,  was 
one  of  the  ^llowers  of  the  chief  who  conducted 
Heame  On  his  expedition  to  the  Coppermine  River ; 
since  which  event  he  had  been  a  pr^cipal  leader 
t)f  his  countrymen  who  were  m  the  habit  of  carry- 
ing furs  to  the  English  fur-traders  at  Churchill, 
on  Hudson's  Bay,  and  was  much  attached  to  the 
interest  of  the  Hudson  Bay  Company,  which,  at 
that  time,  was  in  opposition  to  the  Canadian  or 
Nor'-West  Company.  These  circumstances  pro- 
cured him  the  title  of  the,  English  Chie£  An 
able,  active,  but  self-auflacient  and  somewhat 
obstinate  chief  he  was,  and  caused  Mackenzie  a 
good  deal  of  anxiety  and  much  trouble  to  keep 
him  wi^  the  party. 
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Iff  answer  to  his  queriw,  the  principal  man  of 
the  Red-knife  Indians  sgd^that  there  were  many 
more  of  his  tribe  a  short  distance  ofF,  and  that  he 
would  send  a  man  to  fetch  them.  He  also  said/ 
thU  the  explorers  should  see  no  more  of  them  at 
that  tun^  because  tlie  Slaye  and  Beaver  Indians 
as  weU  as  others  of  the  tribe,  were  about  to  depart' 
and  would  not  be  in  that  region  again  till  the  time 
when  the  swans  cast  their  feathera 

/'Ask  him/'  said  Mackenzie,  "if  he  and  his 
friends^  have  many  furs  to  dispose  of" 

To  this  the  Indian  replied  by  at  once  producing 
upwards  of  eight  large  pricks  of  good  beaver  and 
marten  skmsf^  and  added  the  mfonnation  that  his 
friends  had  plenty  more.         .    v  . 

"Now,  then,  Le  Koux,"  said  Mackenzie,  turning 
to  his  cle;rk,  hero  you  and.  I.  shall  part  This 
seems  a  good  spot  and  a  good  opportunity  for 
openmg  up  the  trade  with  these  Indians.  When 
the  rest  pi  them  arrive  we  shall  have  a  palaver 
and  then  you  shall  remain  to  look  after  them  so'  / 
ogen  up  your  packs,  and  get  ready  a  few  small 
presents  without  delay.'*  • 

That  day  was  spent  in  considerable  bustle  and 
exoitemfint;  the  Indians  being  oveijoyed  that  the 
white  tradert  had  at  l^st  penetrated  mto  their 
country ;  and  their  joy  being  increased  hy  the  dis- 
tnbutaon  of  such  trifling,  but  much-prized,  gifte  as 
glass  beads,  knives,  small  looking^lasses,  eta  It 
ramed  u^  torrents  all  the  time  but^this  did  not 
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damp  their  spirits;  and  as  for  their  bodie^-they 
were  used  to  it!  In  the  afternoon  Mackenzie 
assembled  the  whole,  tribe,  Mid  made  them'  the 
Mlowing  speech,  which  was  fw^lated  hj  English 
Chief  m  a  very  pompous  manner,  for  that  excellent 
J^-skml  was  fiiUy  aUye  to  the  dignity  of  hia 
^ition.     >  /  V 

"  My  friends,"  began  our  explorer,  "  I  am  glad 
to  meet  with  you.  The  white  man  and'the  Indians 
are  always  glad  to  meet— they  can'  benefit  each 
other  mut^l^Uy.  Each  has  got  what  the  other  re- 
quu-ea  I  have  come  for  the  purpose  of  opening 
up  trad^Trith  you.  It  is  true  that  I  myiaelf  wiU 
,  take  my  departure  tomorrow,  because  I  am  in 
search  of  new  lands  ^^ut  some  of  my  people  will 
remain  on  the  spot,  and  if  fyou  bi?ng  in  a  sufficient- 
quantity  of  furs  to  make  it  answer,  my  men  will 
return  to  Fort  dhipewyan  for  more  goods,  and  will 
spend  the  winter  here.  They  wiU  build  a  fort  and 
continue  to  dwell  among  you  as  long  as  you  shall 
be  found  tp^desOTve  it"  , 

^  At  this  pdint  ae  speaker  paused,  and  the  dark- 
skinn^  audience  gave  vent  to  a  loud  "Hdj"  which 
'  was  equivalent  to  the  British."  &ear,  l^ear ! " 

"In  regard  to  my  own  work,"  continued  Mac- 
kenzie, "J  interid  to  search  for,  and  find  the  great 
.  nver,  which,  it  is  said,  flows  but  of  this  kke,  and 
foUoii^ts  current  to  the  sear-or,  aa  you  call  it,  the 
great  salt  lake.  Do  my  brothers  know  anything 
aboyt  this  river  ?    If  so.  let  them  speak."       ^^ 
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;    Hereipon  an  old  chief,  with  hair  like  smaU  iron 
wire,  and  a  skin  lih^shoeleather,got  up.  and  de- 
livered himself  as  follows— .-  r»«*«.«^ 
'^  We  are  glad  to^hear  what  our  white  brother 
says.  It^ncourag^s/us  to  knoy  that  you  wiU  make 
a  tradi^  fort  m  bur  country,  for  we  have  heed  of 
ona  ^Hithwto  we|  have  ha^  to  travel  fer-very  far 
-with  our  fors^r  if,  to  save  trouble,  we  intrusted 
our  for?  to  the  Chipewyans,  they  often  pillaged  us 
or  a|;  most,  gave  us  very  Uttle  for  the  fruitTof  ou^ 
to|^  b  or  a  long  time  we  have  b^ri  so  discouraffed 
that  we  had  no  motive  to  ptaue  the  beaver,  exlpt 
to  obtam  a  sufficiency  of  food  and  clothing.    Now 
If  you  come  to  us,  we  shaU  be  happy— wauch  I " 

m  last  word  was  equiif^J^t  to  th^  expression 
-«:niere,  t^V  thatt"    The  old  maa  paused 
as  If  to  give  his  audience  time  for  reflection.       ' 
"As  to  the  great  river,"  he  continued  senten- 
tiously,  '.*  we  know  of  its  existence  j  but  none  of  our 
tnbehas  ever  foUowed  its  course  doiyn  to  the  great 
salt  lake.    W«  eameitly  advise  our  brother  not  to 
go  there,  for  it  is  a  dreadful  river.    It:  is  said  that 
there  are  two  impassable  falls  in  its  course :  and  it 
IS  so  long  that  old  age  will  come  upon  you  before' 
the  tune  of  your  |Btum.    You  wiU  also  encounter 
monsters  of  horrid  shapes  and  awful  strength  on 
the  land  and  m  the  water— wauch ! "  ? 

The  old  chief  began  to  ghire  solemnly  at  thii  -^ 
pomt  and  ^e  whole  tribe  followed  his  exampla 
"  It  IS  said,"  he  contmued,-^"  that  there  are  bean 
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which  eat  the^  trees  as  if  they  were  grass ;  whose 
cubs,  even  at /their  birth,  are  strong  enough  to  kill 
the.stoutest  maa  There  are  monsters  in  the  river 
so  big  that /a  canoe  full  of  men  would  be  but  a 
mouthful  to  them.  There  are  so  few  animals  or  fish 
fit  for  food,  that  you  will  all  certainly  be  a(tarved. 
And,  besides  all  this,  evil  spirits  dwell  there/whose 
chief  delight  lies  in  attackhigj  i^ping^  ioasting,  and 
devouring  men— .wauch  I  **  •  '   /^ 

Here/the  Indian  sat  down  witji  t^te  decision  of  a. 
man  Who  has  given  unanswerable  arguments  for 
the  overturning  of  foolish  plans;   nevertheless, 
Mackenzie's  plans  remamed  unaltered.    Not  so, 
hoi^ver,  those  of  a  young  Indian,  who  had  been 
en^ged  to  guide  the  explorers  to  the  other  end  of 
the  hike,  in  order  to  save  them,  from  the  loss  of 
le  which  would  be  occasioned  by  the  necessity 
..of  coasting  round  its  numerous  bays.    The  im- 
agination pf  this  youth— -Coppernose,  as  Lawrence 
/  GuflF  facetiously  styled  hun— was  so  wrought  upon 
by  the  dreadful  description  of  the  great  river,  that 
he  manifested  a  Strong  desire  to  drawback;  but. 
by  the  timely  addition  of  a  small  kettle,  an  axe,  a 
knife,  and  a  few  beads  to  the  gifts  already  bestowed 
on  him,  he  was  eventually  persuaded  to  venture. 

Before  departing,  poor  Coppemose  took  a  cere- 
monious leave  6f  his  family.    H?  cut  off  a  lock  of 
his  hair,  and  divided  it  into  three  parts.    One  of  • 
these  he  fastened  to  Uie  top  of*  bis  wife's  head,  and 
blew  on  it  thm  timw  with  the  utmost  violence, 
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at  the  same  tliae  uttering  certain  cabalistio  words. 
The  other  ^o  tortions  he  faatened  with  the  same 
forn^iaUtiesj^lJw  heads  of  his  two  child^ 

Even  at  the  last  he  hesitated,  and  was  finidly 
made  to  Q^r  the  canoe  more  by  fotee  than  by 
perstflusionf  % 

A  few  days  later,  and  dur  pioneers  ww©  fairly 
embarked  on  the  great  river,  wiiose  course  |»  the 
mouth  it  i^aa  their  object  to  explore.  vo 

The  expedition  was  now  soinewhat  reclined, 
owing-  to  M.  Le  Roux  having  been  left  behi^^ 
It  consisted  of  three  canoes—the  krge  one  wi^ 
Mackenzie  and  five  men ;  a  small  one,  with  English 
Chief  land  his  two  wives,  and  Coppemose;  and 
another  small  one,  containing  Reuben,  his  son, 
Swiftarrow,  and  Darkeye.  Two  of  the  Canadians 
were  also  attended  by  their  wive^;' so  that  the 
party  numbered  sixteen  souls,  five  of  whom  were 
women.  They  all  kept  company  as  much  as  pos- 
sible, Isit  English  Chief  was  frequently  left  behind 
by^  the  laige  canoe ;  while  Reuben  and  his  friends, 
being  the  Jbunters  as  we  have  said,  were  h^cessarily 
absent  for  considerable  periods  in  sei^ch  of  game. 

One  evening  as-  they  were  descending  a  beauti- 
ful sweep  of  the  river  under  sail  in  grand  style,  th^ 
English  Chief— leaning  composedly  back  in  his 
canoe,  while  his  right  hand  slightly  moved  the 
steeong  paddle,  and  his  teeth  grasped  his  beloved 
pipe— said  quietly  to  Coppemiose,  of  course  in  the 
Indian  tongue-*  i  J" 
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"  A  pretty  guide  you  are,  not  to  know  something 
morp  about  a  river  so  near  to  yotir  own  wigwanL" 

Coppernose,  who  was  a  humble-minded  man, 
smiled  slightly,  and  shook  his  head  as  he  said— 

"  All  red  men^  are  not  so  adventurous  as  the 
English  Chie£  I  never  had  occasion  to  travel  in 
this  direction,  and  do  not  know  the  way." 

j'BooI"  ejaculate  English  Chief,  meaning,  no 
doubt,  fiddlededee  I 

"  But  I  know  of  a  river,"  continued  Coppernose, 
"which  falls  into  this  one  from  the  north,  and 
comes  from  the  Horn  Mountain  that  we  passed  at 
the  end  of  Great  Slave  Lake ;  it  is  the  country  of 
the  Beaver  Indians.  My  relations  meet  me  fre- 
quently on  that  river.  There  ai^  great  plams  on 
both  sides  of  that  river,  which  abound  in  buflfaloes 
and  moose-deer." 

« I  don't  believe  it— wauch !"  said  English  Chie£ 

As  this  was  a  discouraging  reception  of  his 
remarks,  Coppernose  relaps^  into  silence. 

Soon  afterwards  the  large  canoe  was  observed  to 
make  for  alow  grassy  pqint*;  and  arit  was  about 
the  usual  camping  time,  Enghsh  Chief  made  for 
the  same  placa  Ihe  hunters  reached  it  about  ten 
minutes  later,  and  bore  into  camp  two  reindeer, 
four  geese,  and  a  swan,  besides  a  large  quantity  of 
berries  gathered  by  the  fair  (or  brown)  hands  of 
Daxkeye.  ^  ;  ^^ 

"There  is  jAenty  of  game  everywhere,"  said 
Reuben,  in    answer  to  a  query  from  his  leader 
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we  migh^  have  killed  muj  iSore  if  we'd  had 
more  timevbut  enough  is  as  good  ««  a  feaat,  aa 
the  sayin  goes  in  my  cointiy." 

«In  yowr  country?"  said  Mackenzie,  with  a 
sniiie.  (.«.'' 

^  "  Ay,  I  claim  to  be  a  Scotchman— though  I  was 

b?m  a^d  raised  in  Canada~my  father  haUed  from 
the  land  o  cakes."  , 

_  "  Does  Lawrence  claim  the  same  nationality  on 
the  same  ground,  Reuben?"' 

"He  does  not  I "  answered  Lawrence  for  himself 
whUe  busy  cleaning  his  father's  gun.  ^ 
/  "  The  lad4oves%he  Canadians/'.reph^  Reuben, 
mth  a  chucUe;  "  besides,  he  couldn't  ckim  it  on 
^e  same  ground,  seein'  that^I  am  fully  half  a  Scot, 
while  he  IS  at  least  three-quarters  a  Canadian." 
"  More  the  better  luck  for  him."  said  one  of  the 

^^r'f*""' ""h?*^  *^^*^y  ^^"«d  a  fire,  before 

which  one  of  his  comrades  was  busUy  engaifed 

settmg  up  juicy  venison  steaks  to  roast 

J,y  <>>ffved  another;  "vraimeat,  Canada 

•  beats  Scottish  land  altogeder.'*   ^  /^  v^^ 

«  Ha  1  Faderland  ees  more  b^t  den  all  ze  vorld."__ 
said  the  German,  quaffing  a  can  .of  water  with  m"' 

much  zest  as  if  It  had  been  his  own  native  Rhine^ 
' '  wme.  ' 

^"I  wararant  me."  si^d  Mackenzie  with  aiauch 
that  our  ^ty  guide.  Coppemose,  would  not  give 
tihe  wilderness  hare  for  Canada,  Scotland,  and 
Faderlftnd  put  together.    What  say  you.  hid  ?" 
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CoppemoBe  looked  gravely  at  his  questioner,  but 

made  no  reply. 

"Bool"  said  English  Chief,  regarding  hia  co^try- 
man  with  a  look  of  contempt;  "hims  no  onor- 
stan*  Eengleesh." 

-    "He  understandfl  how  to  eat  a  rumpsteak  of 
venison,  however,"  said  Mackenzie,  with  a  laugh, 
as  Coppemose  at  that  moment  coolly  appropriated 
a  mass  of  half-roasted  meat,  and  began  to  devour 
it    "  You  'd  better  follow  his  example,  lads." 
•  The  men  were  not  slow  to  take  this  advice.    In 
a  short  time  all  were  more  or  less  busUy  engaged 
with  vension  steaks,  marrow-bones,  goose  drum^ 
jBtioks,   and  fish;   and  comparative  silence  pre- 
vailed whUe  the  cravings  of  nature  were  being 
appeased.    After  supper,  pipes  were  lighted,  and 
conversation  became  anunated  for  some  time;  but 
they  were  all  too  much  fatigued  to  prolong  this 
period,  interesting   though   it   was.     One   after 
another  they  spread  their  blankets  under  a  con- 
venient bush  or  tree,  and,  ere  long,  the  whole 
party  ^as  in  the  land  of  Nod.  • 
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CHAPTER  V 


■A- 


'     DMCRIBES  A  LITERAL  WILD-OOOSE  CHASE  AND 

QTHEBMATTEfiS 

ffTIME  sped  on  ito  provorbiaUy  rapid  winff:  the 
^  summer  advanced,  and  atiU  Mackenzie  and 
tis  men  continued  to  descend  the  mighty  river  of 
the  far  north,  encountering  dangers  and  vicissi. 

/  '™»  enough  undoubtedly,  but  happily  esoaping 

those  ten^o  monsters  of  tteforest'i.d  fte  fl^ 
whidb  had  been  described  j^  the  Copper  India, 
of  Great  Slave  Lake^  «.d  the  thought  of  M 
caused  poor  Ooppemo*  himself  to  grow  terrified 
and  desperate  by  tun*    Fain  would  that  unhappy 

returned  to  his  own  wigwam  alone ;  but  thU  miriit 
not  be,  for  his  services  were  of  some  impoiSse 
and  tfie  leader  of  the  expedition  kept  on  him  oon- 

which  fiUed   htt  imaginatioh.     He  submitted. 
£*^7'  '•'h  the  best  grace  he  could  «»un^ 
but,  what  between  being  watched  by  Mackenzio  - 
haunted  bjr  ghosts,  and  bullied  by  English  Chiet 
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poor  Coppemose  had  a  sad  time  of  it^  He  pos- 
sessed, however,  a  naturldly  elastic  and  jovial 
spirit,  which  tended  greatly  to  ameliorate  .his 
condition;  and  as  time  passed  by  without  any 
serious  n^sliap,  or  the  appearance 'of  any  uii- 
usiially  dreadM  creatiire,  l^e  becpie  gradually 
reconciled  to  his  position. 
'  One  day-*-perhaps  we  should  rather  say  one 
,j^ht,  for  it  was  approaching  midnight,  although 
^  the  sun  was  still  above  the  horizon,  owing  to  the 
high  northern  latitude  to  which  they  had  attained, 
rendering  the  whole  twenty-four  hours  round  a 
continuous  da^^ — one  day  (or  night)  as  the  canoes 
were  sweeping  down  a  reach  of  the  broad  river, 
they  saw  a  few  inrreaths  of  smoke  lising  above  the 
tree-tb^  The  spot  was  very  bea-utifid,  being 
thickly  wooded  and  backed  by  high  lai^d,  on  the 
jdopes  of  which  the  trees  and  bushes  liung  like 
Suicate  fringes  of  green  among  masses  of  dlvery 
grey  rock.        , 

'*  That  looks  like  the^  smoke  of  an  Indian  wig- 
wam, Louis,"  said  Mackenide  to  his  bowman.  ■ 

**No,  monsieur,  it  is  the  wood  burning,"  replied 
'Louis,  dipping  his  vermilion-painted  paddle  with 
greatvigour. 

Louis   was  right;   for  soon  afterwards   they 
turned  a  point  whfel^disclosed  to  thdr  view  a 
icpmdderable  tract  of  woodland  which  had  been 
%  destroyed  by  fire.    Sevenid  tracts  of  this 
d  had  been  already  passed,  some  of  which  had 
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been  consumed  long  before,  and  foreste  of  youni? 
poplars  had  grown  up  in  their  place»-a  curiouS 
dmmmstance  this,  which  Mftckenzie  remarks  m. 
namely,  '*  Hiat  wherever  hmd  covered  with  spruce 
pme.  and  white  birch  had  been  laid  waste  with 
hre,  there  poplars,  and  nothing  else,  were  found  to 
grow,  even  though  none  of  that  species  of  tree  had 
existed  there  before." 

Passing  this  desolated  tract  ithey  came  to  a 
part  of  the  river  which  was  studded  with  several 
islands,  on  one  of  which  reindeer  Vere  seea 

"There's  your  chance,"  said  Mackenzie  to  his 
hunters,' who  happened  to  range  up  alongside  in 
theur  small  canoe  at  that  moment. 

"  We 've  seed 'em,.monsieur,"  said  Reuben, «  but 
we  must^  have  some   more   ammunition  afor©^ 
startm  after  them,  for  the  powder-horns  of  Law- 
rence and  Swiftarrow  are  both  empty " 

and  his  fiiends  pushli  out  into  the  stream  and 
made  for  the  island.  The  other  canoes  continued 
to  advance.  They  seldom  waited  for  tfte  hunters- 
for  the  latter  being  comparatively  Hght,  could  act 
as  a  sort  of  flying  artillery,  Ming  beldnd,  tuminir 
aside,  or  pushing  ahead,  as  the  case  nS 
reqmre,  m,  pursuit  of  game,  and  almost  ah^v. 
letummg  to  the  main  body  about  the  campiS 
hour,  or  soon  after  it.  On  this  evening;  howevw 
the  canoes  reached  a  taug  camping-ground  befor^ 
the  usual  tim^,  they  tWefozo  determined  to  stop 
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there  and  set  the  nets,  as  well  as  to  oTerhaul  the 
canoes,  which  stood  much  in  need  of  repair.  The 
cold  of  the  ice-laden  waters  through  which  they 
had  recently  passed  had  cracked  the  gum  off  the 
seams,  and  collisions  with  the  ice  itself  had  made 
some  4^1y  slits  in  the  birch  bark  of  which  the. 
canoes  were  made. 

That  evening  the  nets,  which  were  set  in  four 
fiithoms  water^  produced  an  abundant  supply  of 
carp,  whitefidh,  and  trout 

"Now,  lads,""  said  Mackenzie,  when  the  can6» 
^  brought  ashore  the  welcome  prdvisions,  "set  the 
women  to  work  to  make  pemmican,^for  we  must 
.  leave  a  supply  concealed  here  against  our  return." 

Louis  Blanc  superintended  the  mak^g  of  this 
pemmiCian,  which  consisted  of  fish  dried  in  the 
sun  and  pounded  between  two  stones..  Femmicim 
is  also  made  of  meat,  in  which  case  the  pounded 
meat  is  put  into  a  bag  made  of  the  raw  hide  of  the 
animal ;  the  bag Js  then  filled  with  melted  fat  and 
the  mouth  sewed  up  with  raw  sinlWa-  This  style 
of  pemndcan  will  keep  fresh  for  yeirs. 

"  Where  did  English  Chief  go  ^en  we  landed ?" 
asked  Mackemde.      ,' -■-'■'■^''-■0'      .  ' 

"•Don't  know,  monsieur,"  replied  Louis. 

"After  game,  probably,"  observed  the  leader,  as 
he  sat  down  on  the  stump  of  a  fallen  tree  sEnd 
b^gan  to  make  notes  in  hii^  journal. 

Some  time  thereafter,  Heubeh's  canoe  returned 
lad6n  with  two  deer,  besides  two  swans,  a  number 
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ofduoksand  hared,  and  several  brace  of  ptannigan, 
which  latter  were  quite  grey  at  that  season,  with  the 
exception  of  pne  or  two  pure  white  feathers  in  the 
taa  They  said  that  wild  fowl  were  innumerable 
amoi^  the  islands;  but  this,  indeed,  was  obtious 
to  all,  for  everywhere  their  plamtive  and  pediiliar 
cries,  and  the  whirring  or  flapping  of  their  wings, 
were  heard  even  when  the  leafy  screen  over  the 
encampment  hid  themselvw  from  view.  Darkeye^ 
also  contributed  her  share  to  the  general  supplies, 
in  the  flkape  Mineral  large  birch-baskets  fiill  of' 
g^seberries|fflgttberries,  juniper-berries,  rasps, 
and  other^lF  berries,  which,  she  said,  grew 
luxuriantly  4n  many  places.  " 

Meanwhile,  the  night  (as  regards  time)  ad- 
vanced, although  the  daylight  did  not  disappear, 
dr  evc»  mu^  duDM^  but  English  Chief,  with 
Coppeiiioite  and  his  two  squaws,  did  not  return,"" 
and  their  prolonged  absence  became  at  lengdi  a 
cause  of  iio  Uttle  anxiety  to  th«  leader  of  the 
expedition.  The  feet  was  that  English  Chief 
was  fond  of  a  little  fun,  and  despite  the  dignified 
position  which  he  held,  and  the  maturity  of  his 
years,  he  could  not  resist  availmg  himself  of  any 
little  chance  that  ca^ne  in  his  way  of  having  what 
18  more  pithily  than  elegantly  styled  "  a  spr^a" 

it  happened  to  be  the  particular  period  at 
which  the  wild-ifowl  of  those  regions  begin  to 
cast  their  feathers*.  Knowing  this,  English  Chief 
quietly  slipped  off  with  his  canoe  when  MnAi^^nrifr 
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^;  landed,  knd  soon  flEnd  ft  colony  of  swana  atficted 
widi  that  Huiniliating  lack  (^.  natural  clothing, 
which  is  the  cause,  doubtless,  of  their  periodically 
^taking  themselves  to  the  uttermost  ends  of  tihe 
earth  in  order  to  hide  in  deep  solitude  their 

.  poverty,  and  thwre  renew^  their  garments.  Judge 
then,.reader,  if  ,jou  can,*  the  cdnstemation  with 

f^t^oh  these  once  ^  graceful  creatures  discovered 
that  tWair  retreat  W  been  found  out  by  that 
mquisitiye  biped,  man^Siat  they  we^a  actually 
caught  in  the^act  ofmoulting  I       ;    ^^ 

Uttering  »?  t(^rrific  "hoozool"  or  som4  such 
eijually  wild.  !E^-Indian  hunting  qry^  ^^lish 
Chief  dashed  his  paddl^^to  the  waiter;  l^uaws 

-  and  comrade  followed  At;  the  canoe  shot  in 
among  thd  rushci3,'and  tib  whole  jpariiy  leaped  on* 
shore.  .^'Thuiaitaken  by  surprise  tl^e  sWans  bounced 

;  w,  "extenjded "  t^  miserable  wings,  uttered  a 
wjompet-blast  of  alarm/'  and  sought  to  Ayr  Of 
course  .they  failed,  but  although  they  c^uM  not 
fly,  thdy  fled  on  the  wings  of  terrw,  and  with 
straight  necks,  heads  low,  legs  doing  double  duty, » 
and  remnants,  of  wings  doing  whai  they  could, 
they  made  for  the  interior  of  the  island,  a(  a  pace 
which  at  first  defied  pursuit  ,  '      ' 

The,  higher  part  of  the  island  pas  levdfand 
open,  with  here  and  there  a  few  fbu^te^  bushes. 
Arrived  h^  the  trumpeting  ^jrew  scattered, 
like  wise  troops  when  pursued.     English  Chief 
■et  his  heart  and  ey&i  on  a  particularly  large 
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bufd,  and  dashed  -after  it  ?dth  upraised  paddle.  ^. 
The  swan  made  a  ^asperate  <2^taur,  apparently  li_ 
bent  on  gaining  the  water;  it  Ian.  round  a  bush, 
•lind  was  almost  caught  in  the  arms  of  the  younger  ■. 
squaw,  who,  leaving  her  senior  iii  the  canoe,  had 
joined  in '^i^'fursuit.    AJhriek  from  thesqui^w^ 
sent  it  off  at  a  tangent  to|the  left,  pinions  aloft,  ^ 
and  lerror  depicted  on  its  ^nsage.    English  Chief ' 
also  doubled,  but  a  crooked  stump  caught  his 
foot  and  sent  him  headlong  into  (Jie^bush.^  At' 
that  instant,/ Coppepiose,  having . felled  a, swan ^ 
t^th  a  well-dij^ted  sweep  of  his«paddle,  came  .up 
and  gave  chase.     English  Chief,  nettled  at,  th^'- . 
interfe^nce,  sprung  up,,  followed^  and  overtook  ; 
mm  jupt  as  the  haid-pu^ed  swantumed"  at  ba^ 
Both  mefi  came  upon  it  at  t}i0  same^mom^i^ 
umbled'over  it,  and 'turned  th^ir  wxaUl  Ji^n  .'. 
each  other,    ^e'  swan  i^veting,1r%n  'virildly;$knd    r 
Blindly  back  toward^  the  youngs  s^iiawy^wHo  was!    ^ 
so  much  alarmed   by  iW  looj-  tihat  she  fiEurljF  * 
turned  and  fled ;.b]Uit  hearing  tibe, shouts  of  the.    ' 
Indians  \a^  they  struggled;  slie  turned;  tpwards, '  V 
them.    Meanwhille,  the  elder  g^uaw  hftvmg  landed, 
m^t  ihe  retreating  swan  just  s^^ it  gamed. the 
rushes.    St<||ping  dowush&  allowed  it  toj^proach 
tp.witfain  a  yaSrdof  her-^Iike  Wtrue  heroine— and  > 
'  thez^  rising,  hit  it'  a  neat  blow  on  the  back  of  the  ^ 
head  an4  laid  it  low  for  jsver.   ^   •>   ;   ^^  •'   .    '  ' 
After  this  she  joined  her  Sist9r-^nlpf(if  We  mly    ' 
be  allowed  the;  eiq>ression)  in  tiylnjr  to  tear  Jthe, 
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Indians  asunder.  ,  This  was  accomplished  i^r  a 
few  seconds,  but  the  two  men  stall  glared  at  each 
other.     Fbrtunateljr  they  could  do  Kttle  more, 
having  left  their  knivep  in  the  canoe.     While 
they  were  Atill  in  a  ^tate  of  indecision,  an  un;^ 
fortunate  swan,  which  had  taken  refuge  behind  a 
bush,  so  far  recoverjed  its  breath  as  to  think  it 
advisable  to  get  stiU   further  a^^ay  from  such 
company.    It  was  observed  and  followed  as  wildly 
as  before  by  English  Chief.    This  time  Coppemose 
had  the  sense  to  confine  his  attentions  to  another 
part  or  the  field,  where,  while  prosecuting  the 
ohase,  he  suddenly  came  upon  a  flock  of  geese  in 
the  same  helpless  .circumstances  .as  the  swans. 
Soon  theswans  werl  routed  out  of  their  places  of 
conceahnent,  and  the  cries  of  men,  women,  and 
birds  again  resounded  in  the  air.     The  way  in 
which  those  swans  behaved  was  quite  marvellous. 
They  lodged   the   blows  aimed   at  them,  and 
r jinked"  round  the  bushes  as  if  they  had  been 
trained  to  such  work  in  a  regular  public  school 
for  human  bipeds,  and  they  struck  ottt  with  their 
pinions,  too,  so  deftly  and  with  such  force  that. 
the  pursuers  had  to  become  extremely  cautioda^ 
as  well  as  bold  in  their  approaches.  7 

At  last,  when  the  Indians  wto  thoroughly 
exhausted,  they  gave  up  the  chasa    On  convey- 
ing the  fruits  of  their  exertions  to  the  canoe,  they   § 
found  that  they  had  killed  five  swans  and  a  like 
number  of  geese.    With  these  tliey  returned  in 
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•  t«Jumphtocamp,tothegreatroUefofMacken2io, 
w:|io  had  begun  to  fear  either  that  an  accident 
had  befaUen  them,  or  that  they  had  deserted 

f  him. 

At  iim  place  two   bags  of  pemmican  were 
coiMjealed  on.  an  island,  and  liere  one  of  theirt 
leads  was  Jost  in  taking  soundinga    The  current 
of  the  nyer  also  ,warf  s^  violent  that  Mackenzie 
concluded  they  must  b6  approaching  the  "rapids, 
of  which  some  of.  the  Stives  had  made  mention. 
Ihe  steength'of  thy  cunentlmay  be  estimated 
ftom  the  fuct  that,y^hen  He  lead  just  referred  to 
caught  on  t^eJ)ott6m  and  held  on,  Oiey  attempted 
to  clew  It  by  paddling  up  stream;  yet  although 
Jhey  had  eight  paddles,  and  wew  held  by'thr 
hne   the  strength,  of  which  was  equal  to  four 
I»ddlM,  they  were  borne  down  with  such  force 
tnat  the  hne  ^napped  asunder.         ,  \ 

_Here  the  Wfeather  became  very  bad.    They  hkd  i 
frequent  tfiunderstorm«  accompanied  with  violent 
ramp  and,   although  it  was  at   that  time  the 
b^mnmg  of  July,  ice  lay  m  great  quantities  aU 
al^  the  banks  of  the  river.     On  shore,  the 
eartti  was  thawedoi^y  to  a  depth  of  about  fourteen 
mches.     Indeed,  the  soil  of  those  regions  netw 
thaws  completely.    At  the  hottest  iseason  of  the  ' 
year  if  you  vero  to  dicr  down  a  few  feet,  you 
wotad  come  to  a  suUoif  which  Is  locied  in  the 
embriwe  ^f  perpetual  ftpst.    Some  s^of  natives 
^ere  discovered  here.  and.  from  ^»%pea^ce  ' 
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of  the  out  traei,  it  WM  0?id6nt  Uiat  U167  poflflenwd 
no  iron  tools.      V  ^ 

"Push  forwanj,"  was  Mackenzie's  watchword 
more  perhaps  thim  it  had  been  of  any  previous 
discoTcrer  in  Rupert's  Land.  The  Indians  began 
ere  long  to  oomjjain  bitterly  of  his  perseverance. ' 
They  were  not  accustomed  to  suchoontflant  and 
severe  exertion,  and  it  was  with  great  difficulty 
that  he  prevailed  on  them  to  continue  the  voyaga  . 

As  they  advanced,  firesh  signs  of  natives  w0re 
observed,  and  at  last^  one  evening;  they  came  in 
.sight  of  an  encampment  of  them.  It  was  at  a 
place  where  thi^  current  of  the  great  river  was 
so  strong  tha^  it  was  in  actual  ebullition,  and 
produced  a  hissing  noise  like  a  kettle  of  water 
in  a  moderate  boiling  stata  The  region  was 
mountainous,  and  just  before  them  they  perceived  * 
a  high  ridge  coveied  with  snow; 

"  They  ^re  evidently  not  much  used  to  visir 
tors,"  said  Ifackenrae,  on  kbserving  that  the 
natives  were  runiiing  abo  /  ii^  great  confusion, 
some  makmg  £m*  the  wood«  and  others  hunying 
to  the  canoes.  ^    / 

"They  is  used  to  foe  'tacked  by  inimi8^"/said 
English  Chief,  who  was  riMher  ptoud  of  his  kiiow- 
ledg^  of  the  English  language. 

them  in  the  CSiipewyan  tongue,"  said 
ie,  itt  the  canoes   touched   £e  beachT^ 
dhJef  and  the  hunteni  landed  first,  and 
the  Uiw  nativei  who  had  ventured  to 
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remain ;  but  they  were  so  terrified  as  to  be  luiable 
to  reply.  Seeing  this,  Kackenzie  quietly  la^dod, 
and  gave  orders  for  the  pitohi:^  of  the  t^ta 
While  this  was  being  done,  the  natives  grew  cahn; 
they  found  that  they  understood  Chteewyan;  • 
few  words  reliered  them  of  t^eir  a^lehensions, 
and  soon  they  not  only  came  down  to  the  tepts, 
but  were  so  gratified  with  their  reception  that  they 
sent  for  those  members  of  th^  tribe  lAo  I^mI 
fled.    Thus  friendly  relations  were  established. 

There  were  five  fiunilies,  consisting  of  About 
thirty  persons^f  two  diflferent  tribes— the  Slave 
and  the  Bog^nb  Indiana  ^ 


A 


.f^^.  ■/: 


^   .. 


» 

, 

'     *  .                                               ■     '  " 

-:  :V...::../  -^  J  >    ^    _^          _!._.. 

d 

:.^: 

' 

■  ■     .    ■  "■'    ■•■•      ..; 

r- 

"■      !        ■ 

■  ■■'..                   ■         1 
-■■■'-■■     ■■  '  ' '  \      '*             ,      '  • 

.■'■■■'      -  .     .  .  - 

"'           1  1    ■ 

•                      ■     'i 

'    '     '■:               y'"    ■     :■■    •'        ■■'       •    '     ^   !          • 

d^ 

*' 

n-.   ■  . 

■'■■                                 ■     ■          '                ',                •          ■*                  .                       '*          . 

1. 

".  .■'.'           .'■ 

■■.•-■:■..''.                                     .               *                                      '    •      '      - 

d 

0 

--■-"■-     "     --;;- 

-:  r        ;-;--;>J.-.. 

"     "  -  '         -    '  *.       ..            ■  "■ 

"•rs:T"':\^-""""7i^"';' 

'  ■   ' 

1   ■  :  .    ■■■'"■ 

■■«■                 .'■..■,'■■."■                                                                                       ' 

V.,:,;  -:--\:: 

.«, 


4r 


63 


TtePIONUBI 


1   ■• 
*  ■•■■■",.■, 


CHAPTER  YI      # 


INDIANS  MIT  WITH,  AND  THE  MOUTH  OF  THE  ORBAT 
l_      ■     '  RIVIB  KEAOHED' 

TTEROES  are  hot  perfect  VWe. deem ^it  neoes- 
^  ■■-'-  sary  to  inake  this  observation^  because  many  * 
modem  biographers  seem  to  imagine  that  their 
heroes  are  perfect,  and  even  attempt  to  prove  them 
to  be  so.  We  therefore  feel  it  necessary  to  disclaim 
any  such  imagination  Or  intention  in  regard  to  oiit 
hera  Alexande^liackenzie  was  indeed  a  hero, 
and  a  very  fine  spe<»men  of  a  man— mentally  as 
well  as  physically— if  we  are  to  credit  the  report 
of  those  who  knew  him  l^t;  but  he  was  not 
'   perfect.  .  •  \'r-'i.  - 

For  mstance,  he  evidently  acted  sometimes  on 
thfe  fallacious  notion  that  whatever  gave  pleasure 
yto  himself  must  necessarily  give  pleasure  to  all 
other  men.  Acting  on  thu  idea  in  the  present  , 
instance;  he  sought  to  delight  the  hearts  of  these 
Slave-  and  Dog-rib  Indians  by  presenting  them 
with  pipes  and  tobacco,  and  inducing  them  to 
smoke.  To  the  credit  of  humanity  be  it  recorded 
that  they  received  "the  gift  with  marked  dislike,    " 
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■Ithough  they  were  too  jiblite  to  absolutely  refuae 
It    Slaves  though  one  section  of  them  were  in 
name,  they  were  not  slavei  to  tobacco;  and  the 
other  section  being  Dog-ribe,  had.  we  premime, 
too  httle  of  Adam't  rib  in  them  to  find  pleasure  \k 
smoka    Of  course,  they  knew  wmdhing  about 
smoke,  but  it  was  chiefly  as  a  nuisance,  which  was 
very  troublesome  to  the  eyes,  and  which  usuaUy 
issued  from  the  tops  of  their  wigwams-not  from 
Human  hps.    It  must  also  be  recorded  that  those 
estmiable  savages  entertained  a  strong  antipathy 
to  grog  when  it  was  produced.    Their  hearts  weii 
wached,^owever;'6nd  their  sduls  gladdened,  when 
knives,  b^s.  awls,  firesteels,  flints,  and  hatchets 
were  present  to  them;  and  we  can  faiifey  how 
ammated  andN^est  would  be  their  converse 
over  th^  wigwam  fir^%fMweeks  and  months,  if 
not  for  years,  afterwafdi^^hen  they  brought  out. 
for  the  thousandth  time,  and  feasted  their  wonder- 
11^  eyes  on,  those  delightfiiUy  useful  implements, 
which  had  been  left  by  the  mysterious  white 
beings  who  had  dropped  upon  them  so  suddenly, 
as  if  from  the  skies,  and  whom  they  felt  half 
mclined  at  first  to  reverence  as  goda 

Having  wdn  their  confidence  and  esteem, 
Mackenzie  proceeded  to  question  them  as  to  that 
portio^of  the  great  river  which  yet  lay  before 
hittu  Their  account  was  an  exaggerated  echo 
of  that  previously  obtained  from  the  Indians  of 
Great  Slave  Lake.     Being,  therefoye^  of  Uttle  or 
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no  value,  our  hero  wai  obliged  to  advance,  and 
solve  the  question  for  him^elt  As  before,  the 
effect  of  t&e  Indian  stories  on  the  Indiana  of  his 
party  was  very  marked  and  discouraging.  With 
great  difficulty  Mackenzie  overcame  their  objec- 
tions to  proceed,  and  even  succeeded  in  persuad- 
ing one  of  the  Dog-rib  Indians  to  accompany  him 
by  the  potent  influence  of  A  small  kettle,  an  axe, 
a  knife,  and  a  tew  othisr  gifts.  This  man  was  a 
stout  young  fellow,  in  a  very  dirty  deerskin  coat 
and  leggings,  with  a  double  blue  line  tattooisd  on 
his  cheeks  from  the  ears  to  the  nose,  on  the  bridge 
of  which  it  met  in  a  blue  spot  Hence  Lawrence, 
follonring  the  natural  bent  of  his  mind,  which  he 
had  already  displayed  in  naming  Coppemose, 
immediately  addressed  this  new  recruit  as  Blue- 
nose. 

These  poor  savages,  although  exemplaiy  in  the 
matters  of  grog  and  tobacco,  were,  we  are  oon- 
'  strained  to  admit,  a  very  filthy  set  of  creatures; 
very  poor  also,  because^  utterly  destitute  of  such 
H  wealth  as  the  fiir-tradeiii  had  carried  to  many  of 
the  less  remote  tribes  of  Indiana  Neverthidess 
they  possessed  a  considerable  number  of  imple- 
ments of  their  own  xnanufnoture,  some  of  wood 
and  others  of  bone,  etc.,  which  proved  them  to  be 
possessed  of  much  ingenuity  and  tasta  The 
description  of  their  weapons  reminds  <me  of  those 
remains  of  prehistoric  man  which  we  find  treasured 
in  our  nuueums,  for  they  had  arrowy  barbed  with 
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hom.  aint,  iron,  and  copp4  ■p6«n  shod  iHeh 
bone,  daggon  of  horn  and  bone,  and  axes  made  of 
bipown  or  grey  itone.  The  latter  were  from  nz  to 
eight  inchea  long  and  two  thick,  having  the  inside 
flat  and  the  outside  round,  and  tapering  to  an 
edge,  and  were  faatened  by  the  middle  to  wooden 


handles  with  a  oord  of  raw 
fires  by  striking  together  a  pit 
pyrites  and  a  flint  stone  o^l 
wood ;  and  boiled  water  in  wa. 
putting  a  succession  of  red-hot 


They  kindled 

'  'te  or  yellow 

of  touch- 

ets»by 

esinto  them. 


From    these    Indians    the    explorers   leatned 


^  that  they  had  passed,  on  their  Vo;gage  down  the 
nver,  large  bodies  of  Indians  who  inhabit  the 
mountains.  ' 

'  _  "  He  'U  never  make  up  his  mind  to  go,"  observed 
Reuben,  as,  when  about  to  set  forth  again,  he 
looked  at  the  pale  countenance  of  the  Dog-rib 
who  had  agreed  to  join  the  party. 

Mackenzie  had  already  had  a^  severe  aigoment 
with  him  in  order  to  induce  hini  to  fulfil  his  en- 
gagement^  and  had  left  him  under  the  impresailb 
that  he  had  been  successful;  but  when  the  p^ 

man  had  said  fittoweU  to  the  tribe,  and  was  on  the 
pomt  of  entering  the  canoe,  his  courage  fiuled,  and 
he  drew  back.    Seeing  this,  Lawienoe  suddenly 

seized  him  by  the  nape  of  the  neck,  and  exdaim- 
ing,  "Come,  look  sharp,  JBluenose,  get  in  with  'ee " 

gave  him  a  lift  that  put  the  matter  at  rest  by  send- 
mg  him  sprawling  on  board.    Nest  moment  they 
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word  off,  and  shooting  down  the  rapid  current  of 
the  river.  „ '        \  .         ^  / 

That  night  they  encamped,  unid  heavy  squalLi^ 
of -wind  and  rain,  at  the  foot  of  a  rocky  hUl,  oh 
the  top  of  whiclv  their  new  guide  said  that  it  blew 
fk'gale  every  day  of  tjie  year  I  Here  the  Dog-rib 
became  very  unhappy,  Md  pretenlted  to  be  ill, 
but  a  strict  watch  was  keipt  on  him  so  that  he 
eould  not  escape^  The  couiitry  around  them  was 
very  wild  and  rugged,  and  ihey  were  informed  by 
their  guide  that  great  numbers  of  bears  and  smaU 
white  buffaloes  (musk-oxbn?)  frequented  the' 
mountains  f  also  some  tribes  of  Indians.  Here 
some  of  the  party  attempted  to  ascend  a  steep  hill, 
but  were  almost  suffocated  and  fjEurly  driven  back 
by  clouds  of/mosquitos.  ^     . 

Natives  were  sometimes^^]|^  and  spoken  with^ 
although  their  first  impulse  o^  beh^olding  the 
voyagers  was  iBlmOst  invariably  to  flee.  On"  one 
occasion  a  whole  tribe  fled  save  one  old  man, 
who  came  boldly  forward  and  saidvthat  ke  was 
too  old  to  run  or  to  care  much  ab^nit  the«£ort 
time  that  yet  remaied  to  him  of.  this  li^.  At  the 
same  time  h^:  pulled  (^t,  his  g^ey  hairs  by  hand- 
fills,  and  disiributed  ihem  among  the  party,  im- 
ploring^-^eii*  favour  tolt  himself  ahd  his  relation&v 
His  mind  was  quickly  relieved  1)y  Swifbarrow,  who 
seemed  to  hitve  a  special  desire,  as  well  as  talent, 
for  comforting  aged  persons'^of  both  sexes. 

Some  of  these  tribes  were  named  the  Hare 
Indians -Shares  and  fish   being,  their  principal    » ^ 
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meaqs  of  support.  WhUe  spending  a  nigHt^with 
'  these  people  a  storm  of  thunder  and  rain  came  on, 
in  the  midst  of  which  ti^  Dog^rib,  Bluenose,  man- 
aged  to  mftko  his  escape;  As  it  was  important  to 
have  a  guide,  Mackeiizie  comp^Ued  aiiare  Indi^ 
to  fill  his  place ;  and;  after  i^Hntmig  ifim  oflF,  took  ^ 
great  pains  to  conci^aite  him~iiii^iich  eflforts  he 
was  happily  successfiiL         i^   '^ 

Next  day  they  observed  natives'on  the  east  shore 
of  the  river,  and  directed  their  course  towards 
them.    Their  nemguide  began  to^call  to  theiZin 
an  incomprehensible  manner,  and  said  that  the 
natives  did  not  belop^  to  his  tribe,  but  were  a  very 
wicked  people,  who  wdnld  beat  them  cruelly,  and 
pull  0ut  their  hair,  and  k^treat  them  in  various 
ways.  •Despite  this  warping  Mackenzie  advanced, 
and  soon  found  them  h  be  quite  as  willing  £o  . 
accept  of  gifts  as  ^ther  tribes.   He  found  that  they 
understood  their  •  gui4e»  and  that  Englisji  Chief 
clearly  comprehended  one  of  themselves,  although 
he  could  not  make  hunself  understood.    Here  the^ 
joyful  information  was  obtained  that  in  three  days 
more  they  should  meet  with  the  Esquiinaux,  aad 
in  ten  days  at  furthest  reach  the  great  salt  lake^^  V 
or  t)i^ese& 

^  WiesQ  natives  were  very  superior  to  those  whoiii 
the  travellers  had  last  met  with,  vid  one  of  them  ' 
was  engaged  to  take  the  place  of  Bluenose.    This 
man.  who  was  clad  in  a  shirt  madcj  of  the  skins  of 


the  musk-rat,  after  which  he 
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very  lively  individual  He  sang  the  songs  not  only 
of  his  own  tribe,  but  also  those  of  the  Esquimaux, 
with  whom  hiff  tribe  had  been  formerly  at  war,  but 
were  now  at  peaca  He  also  undertook  to.  perform 
an  Esquimaux  dunce  in  Mackenzie's  cande,  and 
would  idls^lyhave  upist  that  conveyance  had 
he  not  b^n  viol#itly  restraiQed.  He  commented 
on  the  tribe  to  which  Bluenose  belonged  with  great 
contempt,  calling  them  by  the  sti^ng  natnes  of 
cowards  and  liars.         ^  /     i 

'  During  these  brief  visits  to  the  natives  our  dis- 
coverer was  not  only  troubled  by  the  thievish  pro- 
pensities of  the  natives,  but  had  to  guard  against 
the  same  tendencies  in  his  own  men,  some  of  ^hom 
were  much  confpsed  as  to  the  true  course  of  recti- 
tude in  regard  to  '^mineand  thine";  in  addition 
to  which  he  had  to  coiitend  with  a  general  pro- 
pensity on  the  port  of  his  men  to  quaxtel  not  o^y 
with  each  other,  but  with  the  weather,  the  journey, 
and  Ujie  decrees  of  .fate  generieilly.  By  a  judicious 
mixture,  however,  of  firmneas  and  suavity,  severity 
and  kindness,  he  managed  to  keep  £he  several 
parts  of  his  discordant  blind  together;  and,  in  so 
doing,  proved  himself  an  ^le  general  for  the  high- 
est generalship  consists-  m  making  the  most  of 
existing  circumstances  and  materials. 

The  river  here  ran  through  various  channels 
formed  by  islands,  some  of  which  were  without  a 
tree,  while  others  were  covered  with  spruce  fir,  and 
other  trees.    The  banks,  whicli  were  about  six  feet 
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aW6  the  surface  of  the  river,  displayed  a  face  of 
solid  ice^mtermixed  with  veins-of  black  earth,  and 
as  tHe  heat  of  the  sun  melted  the  ice,  the  tries 
frequently  fell  into  the  river.  The  Variety  of 
ch^els  m^  the  river  revered  it  difficult  to  decide 

which  should  be  followed.^Muskrat,  the  new  imide 
recommended  that  which  ran  to  tfes  east ;  but  his 

preferred  the  middle  channel.  ^ 

Here  Mackenzie  put  ashore  and  proceed^  to 
engage  m  some  cabalfetfc  pursuits  which  utt^ly 
confounded  Muskrak         q 

;   "Taking  the  sun,"  repUed  the  interpreter,  with 
immense  pomposity..  ^  m^  "^  ^ 

"W^t  does  that  mean  ?"  asked  the  savage. 

Enghsh  Chief  tried  to  explaiu!  but  failed  for 
.this  good,  reason- that  he  himself  was  totally 
ignerMrt  of  thesuigect  beyond  the  phrase,  which 
he  iiad  picked  up  after  the  mnhner  of  ^parrot  . 

It  was  found  that  the  latitude  was  #47'  north 
Ihw  was  further  north  than  jMackenzie  had  ex'' 
pected  to  make  it,  but  thb  difference  was  fwing  to 
the  variation  of  the  compass.  FroiS  this  it  became  . 
evident  that  the  river  emptied  itself  into  *e  Polar  " 
bea.    Not  satisaed,  however,,  withr.  the  apparent'  J 
cortamty  of  this^  our  pioneer  resolved  to  have  ^ 
ocular  demonstration~,to  push  on  to  the  mouth 
Of  the  nver.  even  although,  by  w  doing,  he  should 
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risk  not  being  able  to  return  to  Fort  tSiipewyan 
for  want  of  provision8<      ■ 

But  now  his  men  became  so  much  discouraged 
that  they  did  their  utmost  to  induce  him  to  turn 
back,  and  he  felt  convinced  that  if  they  had  h^  it 
in  their  power,  some  of  them  would  have  left  him  ^ 
to  his  fate.  As  Columbus  did  of  old,  in  somewhat 
similar  circumstances,  he  assured  them  that  he 
would  now  advance  only  a  .specified  number  of 
days— seven,  adding  that  if  he  did  not  then  ret^h 
the  sea  he  would  return.  Indeed  the  low  state  p| 
their  provisions  ali^buJbrmed  a  sufficient  security 
for  the  maintenance  o^his 'engagement    \  # 

That  evening  (the  11th  Jply)  they  pitch^  their 
tents  near  to  j^spot  whefe^ there  had  been  three 
jencampments^  the  Esquimau^  and  here  Mac- 
kenzie sat  up  all  mght  to  observe  the  sun,  being 
now  in  that  reilln  of  bright  unchanging  day,  which  . 
m  winter  becomes  a  region  of  continuous  night 

At  half-past  twelve  he  called  up  Reubei:!  Guff 
and  his  son  and  Swiftarrow,  who  wererthe  most*^ 
intelligent  members  of  his  party;  to  view  a  spectacle 
which,  they  had  never  before  seen.  *They  thought, 
on  observing  the  sun  so  high,  that  it  was  the 
signal  to  embark,  and  were  about  to  rouse  their 
comrades,  when  Mackenzie  checked  then^,  and  it 
was  with  difficulty  he  persuaded  t^em  thai  the 
sun  had  not  descended  nearer  to  the  horizon,  and 
that  it  wsfi  then  but  a  short  time  past  mid- 
jiightl  V  ^ 
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;  It  is  Mt  justice  to  Reuben  aad,  his  p^ly  to  say 
that  they  offered  no  opposition  to'  dieir  .leader 
during;  Iho  whole  Voyaee.  In  regard  to  this,  one 
speech  iaade  by  Reuben  will  sitffice  to  describe  the' 
;Spirit  that  animated  hiuL  *      "         / 

-^** It  don't  do,  Lawrence "  said  he,  "to  go  for  ta 
interfere  wi'  them  as  leiGds.  Be  they  ]iriae  or  be 
they  foolish  it  on'y  makes  matters  wus/to  interfere 
wi'  l^ers,  my  lad;  therefore  it's  bcjCit  akoaya  to 
hold  your  tongi^e  an*  do  yer  dooty/  What  Mon- 
sieur Mackenzie  is,  it  ain't  for  the  hkes  of  you  and 
me  to  pretend  for  to  judge.  Pe^eTiw  to  me  an 
able,  braye,  and  wise  mii&i,so  n^^lours  is  nailed 
to  the  mW,  d'ye  see — as  wjts  said^lby  the  immortal 
Lord  Nelson— i^Jj^ve  maiMKtip  b^  mind  to  follow 
him  to  the  end/^ough  thick  an4  thin.  It's  little 
pght  I  would  have  to  claim  tofbe  a  pioneer  if  I 
didn't  hold  them  sentiinents/'  ■  /    j      >      "  ^. 

**  Them  sentundnts,"  we  nee<|  scarcely  add^  were 
heartily  echoed  by  his  Indi^ivmend  and  his  son. 

The  appearance  of  deserted  native  encampments 
still  fiirtJier  confirmed  Mackenzie  in  hk  beUef  that, 
he  had  at  lenglji  reaGh|d^|he(  land  ^  the  £squi- 
inaux.  I(oahd  their  firepmceswd^  foundscattered 
pii^ces  of  whalebone,  and  sppts  Jrere  observed  where  ' 
iarain-oil  had.  been  :q>iltf    The  ^pterted  huts  also  " 
correspond^  in  bonstruction  iidth  'those '  i^fetK' 
were  known  to  be  huil^  elsewhere  by  t^e  deo^SoB 
of  the  far  north.   .Several  rtumers  of  fled^  were^ 
also  fonnd,  and' the  skulls  of  a  large  anunal,.  whidii  \ 
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JPi^^lP^  ^^^  ^^^^  resemb^ng  a:  Herring; 
.  J^  jhich  noapB  of  the.  party  had  eveir.j8^  except 
.%gli8h  Ghief;  who  deoUoed  it  to  1>e-0^  a  kind 
I     tiM  abound^  in  Budsc^ 
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^J[>el)eld  what  settled  the  question,  a  shoal  of  white 
^^hales/ which  th^  Indian  guide  said  was  the 
^4\  pHncip^  food  of  the  Esquunaux. 
t' f"    tt  was  no  wonder  that  the  discoverers  found 
>v%"  the  navigation  very  intricate,  hecatise  that  great 
,  ^  '  river,  now  n^jned  the  Mackenzie,  is  known  to 
empty  its  watiers  into  the  Polar  Sea  by  innumer- 
able mouths  which  form  a  delta  of  about  forty 
miles  in  width.     Storms,  rain,  and  fogs,  threw 
additional  hindrances  in  their  way.    There  was, 
^     therefore,  nothing  left  for  it  but  to  erect  a  post 
^^^and  take  possession  of  the  land  m  the  name  of 
the  King.  ^ 

Homeward  I  after  that,  was  the  order  of  the 
day.  But  what  a  mighty  distance  ofif  that  home 
was ! '  And,  after  all,  when  reached  it  was  but  a 
log-hut  or  two  in  a  part  of  the  vast  wilderness 
which,  regarded  from  a  civilised-land  point  of 
view,  was  itself  the  very  confines  of  the  known 
world.  Our  space  forbids  us  to  follow  Mackenzie 
and  his  men^n^eir  arduous  and  interesting 
return  Vbyaga  Suffice  it  to  say  that  they  dragged 
the  canoes'  by  means  of  lines  against  tjbe  strong 
current'  for  a  large  portionof  the  way;  and  after 
incurting ,  innumerable  dangers  from  natives, 
rapids,  st6^,  and, ^^ration,  they  reached  the 
I^e  of  tj||||^fl|||ajidfl^im  Fort  Oupewyan 
^  the.mti  of  Seifittipi||f^789,  having  been 
abseih^or  the  ]^m  piwidd  of  c^e  ^imflr^d  and«^^ 
twoday&v::.-   ■.;.-:: *^r\.vx.'a.ui^   ^Y^'^'  ^  ■ 
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That^our  Iwro  was  not  content  to  rest  npon 
the  laurels  thus  gathered  in  the  far  northfbut 
w  ^  ^  ^^  ^^  P*'*  ^^  FO^eer  over  the  Socky 
Mountains  into  the  far  west,  sh^  be  madiT  pi 
in  our  next  chapter. 
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t^  CHAPTER   VII  . 

A  VOTAOEOr  OISCOVKRT  TO  THE  F4R  WEST 
!\   ,   PLANNED  AND  BEOUH 

T^f  ^  years  passed  itway,  during  which  period 
^  Alexander  Mackemae,  being  busily  occupied 
with  his  arduous  duties  as  a  fur-trader,  could  not 

'   cany  dut  the  more  noble  purposes  of  discoveiy 
on  which  his  heart  was  set;  *  But  a  tim6  a^lengthj 

^  arriyed  when  circumstances  permitted   him  io 
turn  his  ey0p  once  more  with  a  set  pMrpbse^n  the 

'  unknown  wildemew  of  the  West     Seated  one 

•fine  mormng  about  the  b^jinning  of  spring,  in  his 
wooden  r&idence  at  Fort  Chipewyan,  he  observ^ 
Reuben  GuflF  passing  the  window  with  an  axe 
on  his  shoulder;  that  torthy,  with  his  *son  and 
Swiltarrow,  hayipg  lepgaged  in  the  service  of  the 
far-traders  at  tim  fp<f 'of^the  late  expeditioa 

^_ppen%  the  door;  ^^l^tdnzie  caUed  h^ 

f  Where  are  you  bound  for  just  now,  Reuben?" 

.*•  To  dinner,  monsieur/' 

:  "Reuben,"  told  Mackenzie,  with  a  peraliar  IcKik. 

has%U  your  pi^ring  enthusiasm  oozed  out  at 
your  finger  —>'-*« 
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**No,  monsieur,"  roj^lft  *fKo  man,  with  %  slight 
smile,  "  but  Lawrenci'ind  I  have  bin  thinkin'  of 
late  that  lua  Monpieur  Mackenzie  seeiyis  to  have 
lost  heart,  we  mu«l  undertake  a  ^'^9jg%sLMaM^ 


»^ « 


on  our  own  account  I 


tm^  ip-.- 
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"Good.     Then"  you  are  both  reidy,  doubtless^ 


t^-begin  yout, 
some  eite  ' 
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iries  with  a  caooe  journey  of .  1 
hotice?"  ^         „ 

j&siej^,  if  it  please  yotil/*       *  , 

"Nay,  BSrben,  not  quite  so  fast  as  that,"  said 
llackena^  Mth  a  laugh;  "you  may  have  yomr 
dinner  firsjb.  But  ti^morrow  you  shall  become  a 
genuine  piooeer  by^|greceding  me  towt^  the  far 
west.  Tou  know  the  position  of  our  most  distant 
settlements  on  the  Peace  River  >"    ^        il| 

"  !Perfec%'' s^d  ttepben,  whose  eye  kindled  ai. 
he  began  tb  w^  that  h^biaste^  was  in  earnest. 

"Well,  I  intend  to  viifit  these  setdements  this 
fall,  and  p^h  on  towards  the  |k>eky  Mouiitja^ 
It  will  taie  me  to  the  end,,  of  t£e  vS^Ason  to 
accomplish   this,   sa  ti||y  btii^  real.i^oyi^e  \f 
discovery  will  not  begin  until  the  following  spring. 
Now^?there«is  a  certain  i[<m|^  beyond  our  mo^'. 
distant  ouQ)ost»  which  1  shall  descriOli  to .  jovr 
afterwaji^,  where  I  intend  t^*  build  a^pKt'^and, 
spend  ni^t  winter,  so  as  to  '^on  )^  S^  i^oAj   , 
to  begin.£h0  loioment  the  jcd  breaoM^^F^eifllxi^ 
tions  mustijt^'isiifuie  %re  ^ox  the  |pl<fl|;  ef  the  .7 
"^pnbea^  nmst  be  ielle4  ou^  vbA  squared 
housiQsan^  palisades,:)^  and,  " 
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Ipling,  as  well  as  experienced  men,  must  go  there 
td  begin  this  work  without  delay.  It  occurs  to 
me  that^e  t^o  best  men  I  have  for  such  work 
are  Reut^n  Qtiff  and  his  soa  Are  they  prepared 
for  this  d\ty,  think  you  ? " 
„  J!  Say  ^0  word,  monsieur,"  was  Reuben's  laconic 
but  ^signJAcant  reply. 

"WetlTthen,  it  is  said.  Come  back  here  after 
dinner  with  Lawrence,  and  I  will%ive  you  instruo- 
tiotts  vyou  shall  start  to-morrow  at  day-break." 

ReuBpn  bowed  and  left  the  hall  with  a  light 
step.  Next  day  he  and  his  son  started  on  their 
journey  in  a  small  birch-bark  canoe ;  on  the  10th 
of  ^€|tober  Mackenzie  followed  in  a  canoe  of 
Iarg«Mdime!P8ion&  ^He  visited  several  establish- 
ments^ the  district  of  which  he  had  charge; 
osceod^l^^e  Peace  River  towards  its  unknown 
sources,  gave  fl^d  advice  to  the  several  ban(^  of 
Indians  whoi^ie  met  with  by  the  way,  aQd 
generally  strengthened  the  hearts  and  hands  of 
his  agents.  ^  Passing  the  last  outpost  on  the  river, 
he  pu^ed  019,  until,  finally,  he  reached  his 
intende<d  winter  quarters  011  the  1st  of  November 
-fr-not  a  day  too  sooil,  for  the  river  was  already 
being  covex^^  with  its  winter  coat  of  ice. 

Here  he/otmd  Reuben  and  Lawrence^  bronzed 
and  hardened ., with  xoil  and  exposure  They 
had^done  go<i^  service,  during  the  previous 
sumnier;  for  dlllie  timber  was  prepared,  a  space 
marked  out  for  the  fort»  and  a  deep  trench  dug 
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for  the  palisades.  Hore  also  were  found  a  band 
of  natives,  amounting  to  about  seventy  men, 
anxiously  awaiting  the  arrival  of  the  Chief,  as 
they  styled  Mackenzie,  and  thirsting  «ipeoially 
for  tobacco  and  rum,  both  of  which — unlike  the 
natives  of  the  f§x  north— they  were  particularly 
fond  of. 

To  build  a  fort  in  a  few  weeks,  consisting  of  a 
dwelling-house  and  several  stores,  with  palisades 
eighteen  feet  high,  in^e  midst  of  frost  so  intense 
that  their  axep  sometimes  became  as  brittle  as 
glass,  and  living  in  tents  the  while,  exposed  iOT 
wrthe  storms  of  wind  and  snow  peculiar  to  a 
hypdrbproon  clime,  was  a  feat  which  if  detailed 
would  fill  a  volume.  We  are  constrained  to 
dismiss  the  subject  in  a  line.  Thus  curtly,  also, 
must  we'  treat  the  winter.  Yet  some  points  we 
cannot  forbear  40  touch  on,  illuslrative  as  they 
of  some  curious  experiences  of  the  fur-traders. 
Indians  there  were  unusually  ignorant 
of  ^ledical  science,  and  when  iU  applied  to 
Mackenzie,  believing,  with  childlike  simplicity, 
that  he  certainly  knew  every  thiilg  and  could  do 
anything!  ^  "^ 

Qne  woman  came  to  him  with  a  swelled  breast, 
which  her  friends  had  lacerated  mth  flints  in 
order  to  cure  it;  this  failing,  they  had  blown  on 
it,  but  with  similar  want  of  success.  Mackenzie 
knew  not  what  to  do,  but,  bringing  conunon  sense 
to  bear  on  the  case,  he  made  the  poor  creature 
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keep  it  clean  (she  waa  naturally  dirty),  poulticed 
it  Several  times,  and  anointed  it  with  healing 
salve.  In  a  short  time  a  perfect  cure  was  effected. 
.  After  that  an  Indian  while  at  work  in  the  woods 
was  attacked  with  a  sudden  pain  near  the  first 
joint  of  his  thumb,  which  disabled  him.  Hd 
appealed  to  Mackenzie,  #ho,.to  his  surprise,  found 
a  narrow  red  inflamed  stripe  about  an  inch  wide, 
extending  from  the  man's  thumb  to  his  shoulder. 
The  pain  was  very  violent,  and  accompanied  with 
chilliness  and  shivering.  Mackenzie  admits  that 
the  case  was  quite  beyond  his  skill ;  but  as  it  was 
necessary  to  relieve  the  Indian's  mind,  he  attempted 
a  cure»  He  prepared  a  kind  of  volatile  linimdnt 
of  rum  and  soap,  with  which  he  ordered  the  arm 
to  be  rubbed.  The  success  of  this  treatment  was 
doubtful,  because  at  first  it  drove  the  man  mad, 
and  the  red  stripe  not  only  increased  but  extended 
in  the  form  of  several  blotches  on  the  body,  and 
was  accompanied  by  pains  in  the  ston^ach.  Seeing 
this,  our  amateur  doctor  fell  back  on  the  old  plan 
of  bleeding,  an  operation. which  he  had  never 
before  peHbrmed.  The  result  was  marvellous. 
The  following  night  the  man  was  much  betteri 
Mid  ere  long  was  restored  to  ys  former  health; 
and  filled  with  gratitude.     ' '■■■^ic^ 

Again,  on  another  occasidnj^^oung  Indian's 
gun  burst  and  maimed  his  ha^i^Cfthat  the  thuml> 
hung  by  a  metre  s^p  of  flesh.  ^When  he  came  W 
the  (oii  his  woimd  was  in  %  very  offensive  stata 
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His  j^endfl  had  douo  their  best  for  him,  but  as 
their  panacea  for  everything  consisted  in  singing 
or  howling,  and  blowing  on  the  affected  part,  he 
was  not  perceptibly  the  better  for  their  exertions. 
The  youUi's  life  beii^  in  danger,  Mackenzie  once 
more  tri^  his  skill.  He  applied  to  it  a  poultice 
of  bark  stripped  from  the  roots  of  the  spruce  fir, 
having  first  washed  the  wound  with  the  juice  of 
the  bark.  This  prbyed  to  be  f^  very^painhll  dresfr<  \ 
ing,  but  it  cleailed  the  woimd  effectilally.  He 
then  cut  off  the  pendent  thumb,  and  applied  a, 
dressing  of  salve  composed  of  Canadian  balsam, 
wax,  and  .tallow  dropped,  from^ii  burning,  candle  "^ 
into  the  water.  As  be|fdre,  the  treatment  wais' 
successful,  insomuch .  that  the  young  tedtjBkin  was 
soon  in  the  hunting-field  agaib,  and  brought,  an 
elk's  tongue  asL  a  fee  to  his  benefactor.  .  . 

During,  the  winte]i^  he  was  visited  by  a  few 
Boc%  Mountain  Indians,  w^o  gave  |^m  some/ 
important  information  Voaolely,  tyiit  th^  Peace 
River  in  the  mountain  districts  wius  interrupted 
by  numerous  bad  ra^ds  and  Mis,  and  that, 
towards  the  mid-day  sun,  there  was  another,  great 
river  whose  ciiirent  ran  in  an  o^oaite  direci'um, 
the  distance  between  the  sources  of  the  two  rivers 
,  being  jshort ^'.  ■  ■  "■^/l- v^ : : ..;{.  --.-  ^  .-.•-../-  ■_  *.;,.  ,^;:_:::^;:*i-,:L.:i 

The  winter,  with. its  dreary  storms  and  bitter 
colds,  at  length  passed  away,  and  genial  spring 
returned.  As  ^^n  as  the  ice  broke  up,  ptrepara^ 
tions  were  miippibrvan  immecliato  start  Their 
laxge  biich-bark  canoe  had  been  overhauled  and^ 
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lopiuied.  Her  dimensions  were  twenty-five  feet 
long  inside,  two  feet  two  %ches  deep,  and  ifoiir . 
feet  nine  inches  wide.  Shei  carried  goods  for  pre- 
sents, provisions,  arms,  fumjdiunition,  baggage,  etc., 
to  the'  extent  of  three  thousaa(|  pounds  weighty* 
with  a  crew  of- ten  men,  including  their  chief;  jet 
she  was  SQ  light  th^t  t^  men  could  carty  her 
whCn^pty  for  three  or  foiii*)in]es  without  resting. 
Th^had  no  small  canoe  oajbhis  voya^a  Their 
hopes,  and  it  may  be,  tmly  said,  their  lives  were 
.  dependent  on  th£s  solitAiy  and  frail  conveyance 

As  we  have  said,  Mackenzie  took  nine  men  with 
M^  on  this  occasio^TOur  friends  Reuben,  Lawrcoice, 
%nd  Swifbaftow  being  among  the  siumbdr,  and  two 
'bl  thein  being ydung  Indian  hunters  of  that  region, 
^o  werelsupposed  to  be  acquainted  with  at  least 
P^tgf  th^oi^  Ihey  were  about  to  pursue,  and 
j^ho>ei:^  to  M  as  interpretejB.    Eng^  Chief 
'  |bng>^  before  left  his'f<mner  master,  and  no 
^cfflj^ergt^allowed  to  go  ^th  the  party— even 
Barle^wai^'^l^  behind!    Tbere  was  one  o^er 
meiitl%  of  t^e  parl^  whoin  we  must  not  omit  \fi 
mention— namely,  ftlarge  dog  named  W^ 
'    On  th^  9th  of  Ma^  1793,  Mackenzie  left  theiferC- 


|n  chatge  of  his'lnt^reter,  pushed  oflF  into  the 
waters  of  tSePfacoRiveri  turned' the, 


afsbow 


westwardbiahd  Ij^e  voyage  of  4iscover]f] 
y^  A  ,Um  dayir^ikllerwaEds.  they  paired  thrpugh 
sdeneiy  which  aU  confessed  was  the  imwt  b^tifrd. 
they  had  ever  b^ld.      ■,       • ' 
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like  a  glimpse  o'  paradise,"  exciumed- 
Reuben,  as  the  whole  party  rested  on  their  paddles 
for  a  few  mhiutes  to  gaze  upon  it. 

"  Ho  &  exclaimed  Swiftarrow,  with  a  nod  to  his 
£dend,  whjic^  evidently  was  meant  for  absent 

"  Betterer  nor  the  Hudson,"  said  Ducette,  one  of 
the  Canadians,  with  a  look  of  admiration. 

"Does  it  beat  Scottisland,  mon^eur?"  asked 
Lawr^ce,  with  &iK}viewhat  sly  expression. 
^^W;ell,  ahem/*  replied  Mackenzie  with  hesita- 
tion/*' It  'a  not  iaxactly— that  is,  it  is  vastly  different 
and  tnily  magnificeiit--they  won'ti  compare,  Law- 
rence; they  won't  cpmparfti!"         V 

'Die  r^on  dicl  indeed  ihei^t  i||  jbat  could  be 

said '•in  its  praise.    Ihe  ground  )A  the  west  sido 

of  the  river-r-which  was  wide  and  full  of  lovely 

-wooded  islet&^rose  at  intervals  |6  a  consideralj[,e 

h^eight,  aiMl  stretched  inwards  to  a  great  distance; 

-at  ^e  foot  of  every  slope  there  was  a  soft,  grassy 

j^wn,  brc^en  here  and  i^^  by  abihapt  precipices, 

which   were    fringed    with    exuberajit    verdura 

Shrubs  and  trees  of  every  kind,  in  clmnps  and  ill 

groves^  crested  the  heights  or  nestled  in  the 

hollows :  among  them  were  groves  of  poplar,  with 

the  white   spiruce   and   soft    birch,   and   other" 

^  trees;  while  the  banks  abounded  with  alders  and 

willows.    Thole  that  bore  blossom  were  J^yMft 

ing  their  bright  buds,  and  the  setting  sun^amr 

,rioh  goldeii  light  over  all,  as  thpu^  the  glory  of 

tiM   beneficent    Creaton  were   shining  ^n    Hiji 
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goigeouB  handiwork.  But  that  beautifol  wUder- 
ness  did  not  blossom  and  bloom  in  soUtude.  It 
was  taianted  and  enjoyed  by  cSmitlosd  numbws 
of  h^  creatures.  W^ierever  -the  traveUers 
i> ,  turned  their  eyes,  vast  herds  of  elk  and  -buffWoes 
werb  to'  l^  seen,  the  latter  sportii^  ^th  their 
young  ones  on  the  pkins,.the  *rmer  preferrinit 
to  browse  4)n  the  slopes  and  uplands;  and  in^ 
^  numerable  birds  of  all'  shapes  and  sizes  etilmned 
l^e  scene  with  their  varied  gyrations,  and  filled 
the"  air  with  melody./     , 

.:  Itseem^,  indeed,  a  spewes  of  paradise;  but 
^     not  far  from  it  the  travellers  were  painfully  re- 
mmded  of  its  terrestrial  nature  by  the  sight  of 
a  wide^s|)read  conflagration,  which  carried  Ifierce  " 
destruction  over  the  whole  plain,  and  left  black-ruin  ^ 
behmd ;  and  stiU  furthw  on  Mackenzie  wa«  robbed 
of  the  plei^rable  feeUi^pi  due  to  the  Iniii^  of 
:    sweet  scenery,  by  the  baleful  influence  of  n^n  in 
,,    Uie  shi^  of  a  qhief  of  the  Beaver  Indians  «h* / 
r  hunting-party.     He  tried  to  piish  on  pa^t  these^^ 
^dians^but  they  kept  up  with  the  ca^oe,  rttidng' 
^!|p>ng  shore,  an^  when  mght  ap^oa«hed  hj^ 
j^compelled  to  encainp  with  thenki/  !Fhe  oonse- 
^  quence  was.  as  he  had  feared,  th«b.ti^Be  piople 
^  attem^^to  terrify  his  yo^g  Indian  inter^tws 
with  (hreadfui  accounts  (JMb^l^d  beyond,  aad 
raided  so  far^  that  it^w^  with  the  utmoit 
djfficultjr.tihat  they  could  be  persuaded  to  remain 
•  With  this  expeditioa 
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,   •  liszt  night  they  encamped  at  a  spot  whdre  a 

f  jtr«am  fell  into  the  Peace  River  from  the  north. 
*  I       "VkMl  Vatis^iw?"  exclaimed  Ducette,  as  h« 
-  ^V  '    leaped  on  shore. 

>     ,      "The  flit-print  of  a  grizzly  bar,"  said  Reuben, 
^        gtooping^  to  examine  and  measure  the  inark ;  "  an 
pncomlQon  big  'un,  too — full  nine -inches  widA 
i-*^tv    '  1  wouldn't  lifce  to  embrace  that  bar." 

The  den,  o]^  place  where  this  monster  or  some' 
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^  its  kindred  had  sp^t  the  winter,  Was  also 

^found  not  far  off.    It  was  ten  feet  deep,  horizontally,  ^ 

§ye  feet  hi|^,  and  six  €eet  wid^  ^ 

'  ^J  wiib  we  could  find  him,"  said  L&wrence  atf 

lie  ki&<^bd  tJ]ife  camp-fire. 

'  "Ha!  Bwiftfl^owhas  Jbund  sdme^dx^g better,'' 

said  Kack^izie,  as  the  Indiiui  strode  "into  camp 

laden  w^  t^  toip^e,  marrow-bones,  anH  other 

jichoice  portioQtf  of  ^  ^ellc  which  Jii  had  killed  a 

fdiprt  dutance  down  the  fiyer.       \ 

Lawrence  had  hk  wish  next  da^^  for  they  found 
a  grizzly  bear  so  fieroeKoc^mg^^pd  large  that  it 
was  weU  for  him  he  Was  in  the^eanoe  struggling 
"with  ra|)ids  at  the  time,  foif  lie  was  reokleipi 
'^ough4x)  have  attacked  it  sii]^rhanded^a  ver} 
dangerous  proceeding,  and  a  thmg  that  the  Indians 
never  do.  They  appear  to  thinly  that  at  least , 
^pee  men  i^  nedessary  to  the  destruction  ci 
tnia  much  and  justly  feared  monster  of  the* 
mountains.  > 

Lawrence  looked  at  /Bruin  wi&  a  feeling  of 
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,  blood-thimy  desire;  firuin  looked  at  Lawrance 
\  with  an  eipresBion  of  «tupid  curiomty ;  and  then 
wowly,  not  {a  say  suUdlTj^retired  into  his  native 
forteat.  Next  day  they  beheW  ^  mor6  gratifying 
i^ht,— liamely,  thefflibw-capped  Rocky  Mountains 
themselves,  ^th^  the  rifeg^d  portals  of  which 
thQir  canoe  pa8se<|  n«t  long\afterwards. '  Here,  as 
vas  to  hdexpected,  the. river  became  narrower 
and  more^nrbuleiit,  and  ere  Jong  the  explorers 
ikad  to  face  da^ers  and  difficulties  which  tkted 
^eir courage  and  endurance  to  tJieuttenhost,^ . 
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£  tjie^  mountains  was  inaugurated  by  an  acci-^ 
dent  to  the  caiioe.  !tt  was  a  slight  one,  however, 
^.  rub  againal  a  rock  which  cracked  the  }3(aik, 
and  compelled  Uiem  to  land  a^d  spend  an  hour  or 

^  in  mending  it     .^'^^^'''':^:-^:-' 

The  current  here  wai  yei^  strong,  and  creep- 
ing up  along  the  banks  was  dangerous,  owing 
to  the  masses  of  rock  that  frequently  feU  from  the 


Lt  0130  turn  of  the  ijVer  ixi  particular,  a  loud 
HoiM  was  heard.  "Look  out  I^'  cried  Mackenzie. 
^  Before  any  one  could  well  understand  what 
danger  threatened  them,  an  enormous  mass  of 
rock  was  seen  to  bound  down  the  banks  right 
abieast  of  them,  crashing  through  trees  and 
bushes,  and  sending  dowu  showers  of  smaller 
stones.  The  men  {Middled  withlall  theur  might, 
but  the  rock  came  staraight  at  ihdm,  struck  a  flat 
pi«oe  of  thd  dif ;  and  bunting  li)^  bombshell, 
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■^^       descended  round  them  in  a  shower  of  small  pieces, 
^•^       none  of  which,  however,  touched  them,  although . 
.    "  manjr  fell  very  near.  "  / 

Coming  oiie  afternoon  to  a  place  where  the 
<Jurrent  w^  stronger  than  usual,  Mackenzie  landed 
'  |iith  Keuben,  Lawrence,  and  Ducette,  in  order  to 
lighten  the  canoe.    They  ascended  the  hiljs,  which, 
were  covewdwith  cypress,  and  but  little  encum- 
•  bered  with  underwood   ffere  they  found  a.  beaten  ' 

path,  made  either  by  Iiidians  or  ^d  animak 
After  walking  a  mik  aloi^  it,  they  fell  in  with  »  ' 
herd  of  bufialoes  with  their  young  ones. 

"  Hist  1  *•  whispered  Reuben,  thrJinng  forward 
the  mu^e  of  his  gun  with  the  instinct  of  m 
hunter;- ;\  .^-  .■  >..  .,■.  '.;>•: //:,v:.'#-'/^."-.:'v."; 

"Don't  fire/'  eaid  Mackenzie^  arresting  his  arm ; 

. ..      "  it  may  alarm  the  natives,  if  any  should,  chance  to 

be  withm  earshot.    Send  Wolf  at  them,  Ducette." 

Wol^    who   belonged   to    Ducette,   and   had 

followed  his  master,  was  a  splendid  feUow,— not 

unlike  the  animal  after  which  he  had  been  named. 

He  was  well  trained  too,  and  kept  foot  and  tongue 

equally  under  command,  until  his  master's  wishes 

were  made  knowa    Hearing  his  name  mentioned,    . 

.  he  cocked  his  eazs  and  ^zed  up  ,iii  Diicetta'a 

:„i^.....   face.      ,.,^_.„.,^  .,^„.:: : -}  JjL  '      ...:.:■ '^\.  :.:■:. .;  :4,.,_i^., 

"Aliens  dime.  Wolf/*  s^d  Ducette.  *^ 

Instantly  the  dog  made  a  magfiificent  rush  into 

the  midst  of  the  herd,  which  scattered  right  and 

left»  and  seised  a 
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croature,  th(High  young,  was  powerfol,  and  for 
some  time  stnkggled  bravely ;  but  the  hound  held 
on  with  deadly  firmness,  and  worried  the  calf  to 
such  an  extent  t^t  in  a  short  time  Ducette  was 
able  to  run  in  and  despatch  it   ^^ 

To  skin  and  dismepiber  the  carcase  was  a  matter 
of  little  difficulty  to  these  hunters,  who  were  i)U 
expert  butchers.  The:^\had  just  completed  the 
work,  and  were  congratulating  each  other  on  tHis 
accession  of  veal  to  the  It^er  when ,  a  shot  was 
heard  in  the  direction  of  the  banoe.  Itvwas  imme- 
diately followed,  by  another.       \        ^- 

"The  si^p[ial'  to  recall  us,"  Nid  Mackenzie. 
"Ciather  up  the  mieat,  lads;  com^;  be  smart 
Give  them  a  couple  of  shots,  Reuben,  iii  reply.'*    » 

The  shots  were  fired,  and,  pushing  down  die 
hill  through  very  close  underwood,  they  toon 
came  upon  the  canoe  at  the  foot  of  a  apid  whidbi 
it  was  deemed  impossible  to  ascaad.  What  < 
seemed  impossible  to  some  of  his  men,  howev«c, 
was  by  no  means  impossible  to  Mackenzie  himself 
He  surveyed  thwr  posi^n,  saw  that  the  qiicoes- 
jpon  (rf  n^ids  above  were  indeed  impracticable  on 
Slat  side  of  the  river,  but  observed  that  cm  th» 
other  side  It  seemed  possible  to  cont^ue  tlw 
"jKent  The  chief  dai^er  lay  ttt  attempting  4o 
eross  with  a  heavily«ladai  canoe;  but  thd^ttempt 
%as  made,  and  proved  succesirfal 
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the  ardour  of  the  most  reioluit  pioiitM^;  Imt 
there. are  some  natures  which 'cannot  be  quelled, 
whose  motto  in  all  ciroumstanoiaB  seem  to  \m 
"Victory  or  death!"  Of  sufih  a  spirit  was 
Alexander  Mackenzie,  although  some  of  his  itien ' 
would  fain  have  turned  back.  Ibdeed,  the  over^ 
coming  of  their  objection  to  proceed  sometimes 
cost  him  mor6  trouble  than  overcomlDig  tlM 
difficulties  of  the  navigation.  -  * 

L-0n  reaching  the  other  side  of  the  rl?er,  they- 
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towed  the  canoe  along  an  island,  and  advanced' 
..well  enough  till  they  reached  the  extremity  of  it^  > 
when  the   line   had   to   be  exchanged  for  the 
paddles.    In  attempting  to  clear  the  point  of  the> 
island,  thiey  were  driven  with  great  violence  on  k 
stony  shore,  snd  the  frail  canoe  received  co^der- 
^  able  injury.    To  land  and  unload  was, the  work  of 
a  few  minutes ;  but  it  took  a,  long  tone  to  repair 
ihie  damage,  by  fitting  in  new  fpieoes  of  1m^  <u:id 
Ipe-gumming  tibe   exposed   seams.    Part^  the 
cargot  also,  had  to  be  opexied  and  dric^    This 
accomplished,  they  carried  thlB  whole  across  the 
point^  which  had  damaged  them,  ^reloaded  and 
imbifirked.    But  it  was  now  seen  that  it  was  not 
possible  to  advance  farther  ug.that  jnde  of  tha    i 
liver  dtiier  by  paddling,  hauling  with  the  line,  or 
pushing 'with  poles.     There  remained  only  the, 
alternative,  therefore,  of  returning  by  the  iM  they'  . 
had  come,  or  recrossing  the  river  desf^  thel  . 
streofth  of  the  ^urr^t  and  -the  fisct  that  %ism^ 
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were  iereral  oaliOAdes  just  below,  them,  to  get 
into  whioh  woutd  have  involved  canoe  and  men 
in  certain  deatruotioa  .      \ - 

"Ye, can  nevair  do  it  Monsieur  dare^not!" 
whispered  Ducette  to  Reuben,  as  they  floated  for  a 
few  moments  in  an  eddy. 

'-  Reuben  glanced  at  his  leader,  who  stood  up  in 
the  canoe  surveying  the'  boihng  rapids  with  a 
'stem,  intent  gaze,  and  said/ quietly,  "  He'll  try/' 

"Now,  my  lads,  shove  out  with  awiU-r-hol" 
said  Mackenzie, sittingdown. 
'"  Lawrence,  who,  was  steering,  dipped  his  paddle 
vigOTfflisly,  the  men  followed  suit,  the  canoe  shot 
into  lie  stream,  anCji^  &  moment  gained  the 
sheltering  eddy  JjeloMMsland,  which  was  shaped 
somewhat  like  a  toflNrai  a  tjiick  centre  leg — or 
a  mushroom.  vTnU^K  several  such  islands  of 
solid  rock  in  the  nvlf  They  had  beei^  formed 
apparefitly  by  th^  action  of  the  current — doubtless 
^  also  of  ice — cutting  away  their  lower  part,  and 
leaving  the  mushroom-like  tops,  on  which  num- 
bers of  geese  found  a  convenient  breeding-place. 
From  one  to  another  of  these  islands  the  canoe, 
shot  in  this  way,  thu^  decreasingMe  width  (^ 
the  final  traversa  They  paused  a  little  longer 
at  the  last  island,  then  shot  into  the  stream, 
and,  with  a  splendid  sweep,  gained  the  other 
side. 

But  here  ihieir  case  was  little  improved,  for  the 
current  was  almost  as  violent  as  that  from  which 
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they  had  escaped.  Th6  craggy  banks  bet 
•BOUgh,  liowevQr,  to  admit  of  the 
being  used,  the  men  landed  and  to 
till  they  came  to  the  foot  of 
cascade  they  had  yet  seen.  To  a8<;o 
possible,  they  unloaded  and  ca^iod^ 
over  a  rocky  point ;  re-launched,  re- 
continued  to  track  with  the  line :  but  the 
attending  this  operation  had  now-  seriously  in- 
dreased,  for  stdnes  both  small  and  great  came 
continually  rolling  down  the  biM^,  and  the  steep* 
ness  of  the  ground  was  such  that  ihe  nsk  of  the 
men  slipping  and  falling  into  the  water  becameim- 
minent ;  besides  which  they  had  frequently  to  pass 
outside  of  trees  which  oTcrhung  the  preoipiceii 
at  such  tipies  a  false  step  or  a  slip  migh);  have 
proved  fatal  Preiient]y  they  catde  to  a  sheer  jil^- 
pa»^y^  precipice,  where  the  men  had  to^embiark 
andttdLO  to  poling  up  t^e  stream;  but  ere lobg 
thdy  got  into  water  too  dec^  for  thepoW,ana 
recourse  was  agaim  had  to  the  trackinfi^-lin«. 
Coming  to«  ianoUiei|  pr^dpice,  they  were  /again 
checked;  but  Mackenzie,  finding  that  th^  rock 
was  soft,  cut  steps  i^  it  for  the  distance  of  about 
twenty  feet, -and  thus  passmg  along,  leaped,  at  the 
risk  of.  his  life,  on  a  small  rock  below;  wh^^e 
received  t£oiBe  who  followed  him  on  his  stiouldem 
ThuB  four  of  dieiJQ  pasfi^,  and  managec^  to  drag 
up  the  canoe,  though  they  damaged  her  in  doing 
so.    They  had  now  reached  a  sp^t  where  the 
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canoe  could  be -repaired,  and  fortunately  found  a 
dead  tree  whicli  had  Ipdlen  from  the  dLBGst  aboye. 
But  for  this,  fire  could  n^  have  been  kindled 
theirey  as  no  wood  was  to  be  procured  within  a 
mile  of  the  place;  in  which  case  the  repairs  could 
not  hay^  been  accomplished. 

Thus  yard  by  yard  diese  hardy  pioneers  advanced 
by  means  of  the  line/  the  paddle,  or  the  pole, 
sometimes  carrying  thb  lading,  sometimes  the 
canoe  as  well,  and  often  within  a  hairbreadth  of 
destruction.  Indeed,  nothing  but  the  coolness, 
couriage,  and  skill  of  all  concerned  could,  under 
Qod,  have  brought  them  safely  through  the  ffttigoea 
anddangersof  that  tremendous  day.  \     "^ 

But  ^ey  had  not  yet  done  with  it^  ISaving 
surmountect  these  and  many  other  \  difficulties, 
they  reached  a  place  where  it  became  absolutely 
necessary  to  mi^e  a  traverse  across  an  unusually 
strong  current  Here  the  men  silently  showed  their 
estimate  of  the  danger  by  itripping  themselves  to 
their  shirts,  that  tiMj  might  be  the  better  pre- 
pared to  swim  for  their  lives,  m  case  of  accident 
to  the  canoel  Fortunately  the  traverse  was  made 
successfully,  and  th6n  at  noon  Mackenzie  stopped 
and  went  akhore  to  take  an  altitude.  While  he  was 
thus  engaffed,  the  men  fastened  the  canoe  and 
left  it;  but  so  insecure  was  the  fastening  that  the 
current  sheered  heri^ff,  and  if  if  had  not  happened 
that  ond  of  l&e  men  had  remained  iflt  her'and  held 
on  to  the  line,  th^y  would  then  and  there  have 
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been  deprived  of  every  means  of  advaneing 
returning,  as  well  as  of  present  subsistenee  I 

Despite  the  alarming  nature  of  this  inoidenty 
and  the  interference  of  a  clou4:^that  sought  to 
neutralise  the  sun,  our  persevering  trav^er  coin- 
pleted  his  observations/ and  proved  the  luckli 
spot  to  be  situated  in  66**  nOrth  latituda 

The  rapidity  of  the  current  iiicreajsed  so  mujsh 
here,  that  in  the  distance  of  two  mU^M  ihey  W( 
compelled  to  unload  four  times  \and  carry  evi 
thing  except  the  canoe ;  and  even  irhen  thus  light 
they  found  it  difficult  to  prevent  heir  being  daaht 
to  pieces  against  the  rocks  by  the  violence  oi  the 
eddies.  H 

The  last  danger  they  encountered  was  the  worst; 
They  came  |o  a  place  where  iiie  river  was^a^thing 
less  than  one  continuous  rapid,  and  they  to<^k 
eveiything  out  of  the  canoe,  intending  to  tow  hen 
up  with  the  line,  only  a  few  of  the  men  being  left 
in  her.  At  length,  however,  the  tumultuous  heav- 
ing of  the  water  was  so  great  that  &  wave  struck 
the  canoe's  bow  and  broke  the  line.  The  dismay 
of  those  on  shore  may  be  imagined,  for  now  it 
seemed  as  if  nothing  could  save  their  comrades 
£rom  destruction;  and  certainly  no  human  power 
did  save  them  on  that  occasion;  for^  while  they 
grasped  the  sides  of  the  oanoe  helplessly,  another 
wave  drove  them  with  a  wild  surge  out  of  the 
tumbling  water ;  so  that  the  men  were  enabled  to 
Ihrust  hii  ashore ;  and,  strange  to  say,  though  the 
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frail  vessel  had  been  carried  by  tossing  swells  over 
rookk  which  were  left  naked  a  taoment  later,  she 
•had  recjQived  no  material  injury. 

This  last  accident,  Coupled  with  the  fiMtthat 
the  i^iver  as  far  as  they  could  see  was  a  sheet  of 
whit^  foaming  water,  induced  the  feader  of -^the 
band  to  give  up  all  idea  of  advancing  further  at 
that  poinJb  by  water.  / 

^     But  do  not  imagine,  good  reader,  that  this  im- 
plied the  desertion  of  the  canoe.    On  the  contrary, 
that  accommodating  vessel  leaving  hitherto  carried 
our  pioneen^  they  now  proposed  to  cany  itf'-as 
i  shall  be  rela|^^present|^ 

Mackenzie  m^  the  grumbling  discontent  of  his 
men^with.  an  ordetJp  ;a8cend  the  hill  and  encamp 
there  for  Uie  mghv     /         i      \ 

/*  Yralm^ntr^lt  aU  Veiy  easy  t6  say  go  Up  dere 

aiid  camp  for  Sq  hoitA-mais  ][  will  go  not  farder  1" 

l^rowled  Ducette,  as/he  thr^  ji  heavy  bag  of  pro- 

^  visions  on  his  back  and/^dged  sulkily  up  the 

'-  }^        '  ./ ■      /  j      '  I 

^     The  two  youngYInjdians  evidently  approved  6f 

this  sentiment,  fuid^ne  or  two  of  the  other  meii^ 

seemed  inclined/ib   echo  it;  but  Reuben  and 

Lawrence  laughed   as   they  each  shouldered  ft 

burden,  and  ihe  former  said  ii  was  his  firm  ^pn-^ 

;  viction  that  nothing/would,  oouldi  or  should  stop 

Monsieur  Mackenzi^but  the  Pacific  Oceaa 

The  precipitous  bank  of  the  nver,  or  "  hill,"  iip 

j-:     .which  tiiiey^wer^  ^^Bidred  to' cany  the  tents,  pro- 
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▼udoDB,  etc,  neoessaiy  for  their/ encampment,  wu 
yio  steep  an4  encumbered  wim  wood  and  sorub, 
^at  it  might  of  itself  have  fctm^d'  a  sufficiently  ; 
^--^  [ling  obstacle  to  men  less  accustomed  to 
i;  neyeHheless,  they  braced  ^emselves ' 
to  it  T^th  wonted  vigour^  Pushed  thriough  the 
scrub,  Jelled  trees  to  facilitate  their  a^oant,  and 
olunbe^s  like  monkeys  by /the  isteim^u]^  they 
gained  h»  summit,  where  iVery 'soon  a  roaring  fire 
wte  covered  with  bubbliolg  kettles^  and  broiling 
steaks  and  marrow  bonea 

Keanwhile  Mackenzie,  accompanied  bylSwift- 
arrow,  ^ent  pff  on  foot  to  survey  the  river  ahead. 
He  VaU^ed  lis  long  as  daylight  permitted,  but 
found  that  thereTseemed  to  be  no  end  to  the  rapids 
and  cascades,  and  returned  to  camp  ifith  worn-out* 
moecasina/and  wounded  fe^t  During  the  ex- 
cursidn  ^  came  on  several  dd  encazm>ment8  of 
the  Knisteneauz  Indians,  whicoNpiustnaYQ  been 
formed  during  war  expeditions,  a  decid^  proof, 
he  thought,  of  the  savage  and  bloodthirsty  ^ture  ^ 
of  that  people,  seein^f  that  their  natural  hunting- 
grounds  were  ve^y  far  removed  from  those  almost 
inaccessible  regidpa  * 

It  now  becfun4  too  apparent  to  Uie  leader  of  ^ 
the  expedition  iha^  the  mountiun  at  this  phice  "^ 
must  bis  crossed  o^  foot,  with  the  canoe  and  its 
h^vy  lading  on  the  i^oulders  of  himself  and  ^i  ^ 
men;  but  before  deciding  on  this  course,  he  i^*^ 
solved  to  despatch  Beuben  and  three  men  with    i 
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the  tpro  Indian  interpreters  to  proceed  along  the 
line  of  the  river  until  they  should  reach  a  navi- 
gable i^art  of  it  Accordingly,  next  day  this 
partyrset  out  Mackenzie  remained  in  camp  'to 
supermtend  the  repairing  of /the  ca^oe  and  ta)Le 
ohsenn^tiona  He  was  suopessful  in  obtainii^ 
correotWme,  and  found  the  latitude  to  be  66°  8'. 

At  sunset  the  exploring  party  returned.  They 
had  penetrated  the  thick  woods,  ascended  hills, 
descended  valleys,  and  had  finally  got  above  the 
rapids,  a  distance  of  about  three  leagues ;  but  their 
account  of  the  difi|culties  in  the  way  of  advancing 
was  very  discouraging  indeed.  Madcenzie  had 
^Mseen  this,  and  had  made  suitable  mfeparations 
to  counteract  the  evil  effects  fhereot  In  their 
absence  he'  had  prepared  for  them  an  enormous 
kettle  of  wiidirice  highly  sweetened  wiih 
When  the  tired,  hungry,  and  footsore  mc 
down  to  this  they  became  quite  willin^^  list^to 
their  leader's  arguments  in  flavour  of  a  bold 
advance,  and  when  the  hearty  supper  w^  was! 
down  with  a  liberal  allowance  of  rum,  and  finished 
off  with  a  pipe,  they  avowed  themselves  ready  to 
face  anything  I  In  this  satisfactory  state  of  mind 
they  retired  to  rest,  while  their  leader  sat  up  in 
the  hope  of  obtainiiig  an  observation  of  Jup^ 
and  his  first  satellite,  which  laudable  aim  was 
frustrated  by  cloudy  weather.       / 


■J^:-' 


I 


*>- 


-.1^-^   /,:^'  "-"'■■ 


^ 


.     < 


\- 


'•■*.' 


-■  ,,•■,».. 


'.-/■^ 


'f"  .-^T^fT. 


U. 


THIVIONIEBRS 


97 


*        » 


.•■■f 


GHAPTER  IX 

DEEPER  AND  DEEPER  INTO  T6E  UNKNOWN 
WILDERNESS 

"VTEXT  day  the  arduous  work  of  cutting  a  road 
■^  tihrough  the  forest  and  up  th&  mountainside 
was  begun.  ,f 

At  daybreak  thdir  leader  assembly  tl^e  men. 

"Now,  iny  lads,T  said  he,  "the  work  b^pre  us 
for  the  next  two  or  three  days  iHll  be  very  stiff, 
but  it  would  be  a  i^isgrace  to  us  if,  after  having 
come  so  far,  we  were  so  soon — only  a  little  beyond 
the  middle  of  May-At9  &^^  ^  because  of  a  few 
difficulties.  BesidesJ  I  am  strongly  of  ^  opinion 
that  we  cannot  now  be  far  from  the  height  of  land, 
and  you  know  well  enough  that  the  moment  we 
set  foo^  on  the  other  si^e^  of  the  topmost  ridge  of 
the  mountidns  it  will  bd  all  down  stream.  Letui^ 
set  to  work,  ^  then,  with,  a  wiE  Take  your  axes 
and  cut  your  way  through  everything.  The  trees 
here  are,  as  you  see,  of  BmeSt  growth.  Gut  those 
of  them  .that  stand  conveniently  in  such  a  way  as 
that  ijiey  shall  fall  parallel  with  the  intended 
road,  but  don't  sever  them  quite  through  so  that, 
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they  make  a  sort  of  railin||;  on  each  side.  Ceibe^ 
Lawrence,  I'm  glad  to  see  that  you  are  really  to 
begin,  like  a  good  pioneer-Hshow  th( 
exampla"  V 

Lawrence,  who  was  the  only  one  of  the  listen- 
ing  band  who  ch^ced  to.  hjive  lus^e  on  hia 
shoulder,  smiled  when  thus  addressed/and,  turning 
round,  exclaimed  "  Yoiiit  1  "as  he  swayed  the  axe 
aloft  and  sent  it  sweepin^^t  on^  stroke  through^ 
young  tree,  which  fell  with  a  <^ash  and  oovei^ 
half  of  the  party  with  its  branches,    x 

A  general  laugh  foilowe(L  and  immediately  the 
whole  band  set  to  work  mm  their  axeii,  headed  by 
Mackenzie  himseE        / 

From  early  morning  till  sunset  they  toiled 
during  the  next  tlu^  ^kys^almost  without  cessa- 
tion^'except  for  meals.  They  cut  their  way  from 
the  miogin  of/the  river,  where  the  rocks  and 
ground'^shelyed  so  steeply  that  one  fidse  step  of 
any  of  the/men  would  have  been  foUowepL  by  a 
head&ng^plunge  into  the  water.  Over  the^dge, 
and  dewn  into  a  hollow  beyond,  and,  up  ^e 
mouz^ain  fart)^f1r  on,  they  hewed  a  broad  track, 
bj^which  th^  conyeyed.  the  baggage  and°  then 
ried  up  the"  canoe.  This  latter  was  an  ex- 
tremely difficult  op^atioi^  at  the  first  part  of  the 
road,  requiring  the^unitc^  efforts  of  the  whole 
party.  Being  Ufted  ob  the  shoulders  of  some  of 
the  men,  the  tracking-rope  was  fastened  to  the 
bow,  and  others  of  the  party  went  in  advance  and 
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A  couple  of  turns  of  the  rope  round  a  stump. 
The  bearers  then  advanced  steadUy  up  the  steep 
side  of  the  mountain  till  they  reached  those  who, 
by  holding  on  jto  the  rope,  relieved  them  of  any 
downward  weight.    The  rqpe  was  then  shifted  to 
a  stump  farther  up,  and  the  advance  was  con- 
tinued.   Thus  they  may  be  said  to  have  warped 
the  canoe  up  the  mountain!      By   two  in  the 
afternoon   everything  was  got  to  the   summit 
Then  Mackenzie,  axe  in  hand,  led  the  way  forward. 
The   progress  was   slow,  the   work   exhausting. 
Through  every  spcfcies  of  country  they  out  their 
'  .  ^»y-    Here  the  trees  were  Urge  and  the  ground 
(V.  ficumbered  with   little  underwood;    there,   the 
'   "^^*^  strewn  with  the  trunks  of  fallen  timber, 
wMre  fire  had  passed  widi  desolating  power  years' 
before,  and  in  its.  place  had  sprung  up  extensive 
copses  of  so  close  a  growth,  and^^-dioked  up  with 
p-  ,^"®"*  ^*'  ^'  ^^  ^  but  impossible  to  cut  through 
;  ^^em.      Poplar,  birch,  cypress,  red-pine,  spruce, 
ffcwUloWj  alder,  arrow-wood,  red-wood,  liard,   and 
_  other  trees,— all  fell  before  the  bright  axes  of  the 
voyoflrcurs,  with  gooseberTy-bu8hes,^urrant-bush^, 
briett,  and  other  shrubs  i&iumerable.    It  must  not 
be  supposed  that  they  did  this  heavy  work  with 
absolute  impunity,^   No,  there  was  many  a  bruise 
and  blow  from  faJBng  trees,  and  even  the  shrubtf' 
were  successful  not  only  in  tearing  trousers  aiid 
l^ggiqg8»  but  also  in  d^ing  consi^able  damage  to 
•kin  and  flesh.   So  toilsome  was  the  labour,  that 
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at  the  close  of  one  of  the  days  they  had  advanced 
only  throe  miles, 

On  thie  afternoon  of  the  third  day  they  finally 
t  in  triumph  on  the  banks  of  the  river 
le  cascafles,  having  cut  a  road  of  about 

in  extent 
lagain,  then,  behold  them  afloat  and 
paddlingi  up  stream-^still  westward — with  hopes 
animate  11  and  fortune  smiling,  or,  as  Reuben  put 
it,  with  t'a  gale  of  luck  blowin'  right  astam." 
Reuben,  lip  it  observed,  had  consorted  with  sailors 
in  l^B  day  down  the  Gulf  of  St  Lawrence,  and  had 
picked  up  a  littld  6f  their  slang. 

But  their  good  fortune  never  lasted  long  at  a 
time.  Their  progress  being  very  slow,  it  was 
found  adviflftble  to  send  the  young  Indiion  inter- 
preters on  snore  to  ligh|^n  the  canoe  and  to  hunt 
as^they  adv^U}e£\ '  They  frequently  killed  elk  and 
other  game.  \On\pne  of  these*  occasions  Swift- 
arrow  was  neaky  killed.  He-iiad  been  sent  to 
fetch  the  choice  ^arti^  of  an  elk  which  they  hlid 
shot,  when  a  big  rcKjk  ^^ 

was  dashed  to  pieces  at  his  very  feet  Just^^al^r 
this  incident  a^  violent  &I1  of  rain  took  place, 
obliging  them  to  remain  in  camp  for.  a  day.  Then 
driftw(^  barred  t^e  river,  and  an  opening  had  to 
be  forced  Uirough]  it ,  T^wn  more  cascades  ap^ 
peared  to  check  tiheir  advance ;  and,  worst  of  all,^ 
just  as  tihey  began  to  hope  j^hat  the  height  of  land 
was  gained,  an  opening  in  the  hills  revealed  a 
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range  of  blue  mountaiiw  far  ahead  of  them,  tutt- 
ning  south  and  north  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach. 
To  add  to  their  perplexities,  they  came  to  a  fork 
in  the  river,  one  branch  running  due  wes^,  the 
other  in  a  southerly  direction, 
.  "Follow  the  westerly  branch,"  saitT  oi^e^  "that 
fMi9t  be  the  right  one." 

"Not  so  9ure  o*  that,"  observed  Reuben;  'J the 
end  of  a  track  don't  needsesarly  p'int  out  the 
gin'ral  run  of  it" 

"You  are  right,  Reuben,"  said  MackeMie; 
"besides,  I  have  been  warned. ^f  this  very  branch 
by  an  old  Indian  whom  r'met  last  winter,  and 
who  said,  he  had  been  u^  here  in  his  youth. 
Therefore,  though  appearances  are  agamst  it.  I 
shall  follow  the  southern  branch." 

Mackenzie  was  right  in  this  determination,  as 
it  afterwardaproved,  but  most  of  his  men  grumbled 
very  much  at  the  time,  because  the  southerly 
branch,  besides  appearing  to  be  the,  wrong  one, 
was  a  Very  rapid  and  dangerous  stream.  They 
/-  knew  by  that  time,  however,  that  nothuttM^ould 
bent^^eu"  leadeir's  will,  so  they  submitte^Mough 
with  ^  bad  grace. 

Here,^  imiin^nse  number  of  beaver  were  seen, 
and  a  ghidson^feiight  it  was  to  the  fur-trader; 
because  beaver  skins  at  that  time  were  in  great 
rej^le-rsilk  hats  nb$,  having,  as  yet,  beaten  them 
off  the  field  and  reduced  their  value  to  abnost 
noUiingt     In  some  places  these  sagacious  and 
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busy  animals  had  out  down  soveral  acr^  of  lai^ 
poplars.  At  this  place,  tM,  they  had  an  idartn. 
some  of  the  men  declaring  that  they  had  hoard 
shots  fired  hy  Indians  in  the  woods.  A  whol« 
night  was  therefore  spent  on  the  qui  iniM,  although 
it  turned  out  to  be  a  false  alarm. 

One  morning,  the  woather  being  fine  and  the 
river  ntore  manageable  than  usual,    Mackenzie  . 
landed  with  Reuben  and    the  two   Indians,  to 
ascend  an  adjacent  mountain,  tolling  his  men  to^ 
proceed-  in  the  canoe  diligently,  and  directing* 
them  to  fire  two  shots  if  they  should  require  his 
\retum,  agreeing  that  he  would  do  the  same  if  he 
^ould  wish  them  to  wait  for  him.    Nothing  was 
gained  by  this  attempt  to  obtain  a  better  prospect 
On  descending  to  jbhe  river  they  fired  two  shotSj , 
as  agreed  on,  but  no  answer  was  received.  '  Ajgaill 
they  tried  it,  but  the  deep  silence  was  only  broken 
b^  an  echo  and  by  the  ruling  of  the  river. 

"  They  're  behind  us,"  suggested  Reuben. 

"  They  've  overshot  us,"  said  the  Indians* 

Again  two  shots  wjsfe  fired,  but  still  no  reply 
oame.  Mackenzie's  mind  was  at  once  filled  with 
anxious  fears  lest  some  accident  should  have 
befallen  hia  canoe,  while  he  reproached  himself 
for  having  left  thcfm  even  for  a  brief  period  in' 
gach  dangerous  navigatioe. 

In  these  circumstances  he  turned  to  oof&mlt 
with  his  men. 

"It's  myopinion,''  said  Reuben, "that lihey've 
diskivered  more  lapids  than  they  bargained  for, 
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and  art  out  of  Mnhot  behind  «i;  ab  we'd  bettar 
make  traoka  dewn  atream  till  we  find  'em." 

"  Not  ao,"  iaid  the  elder  of  the  Indiana ;  "without 
doubt  the  danoe  ia^daahed  to  pieoea,  and  ouf 
oomradea  are-  even  now  with  thair  forofathera. 
We  Ihall  aee  them  no  more;  and  my  advice  ia 
that  we  construct  a  raft  and  tiy- 1^  return  pn  it 
to  the  lapda  whence  we  cakno." 

A^xioua  though  he  waa,  Mackenzie  could  aca^ 
refrain  from  laughing  at  the  prompt  way  in 
which  the  red  man  had  cpnaigned  hia  oomradea 
ito  destruction..  "Come,"  aaid  he,  **  we  won't  give 
them  up  quite  ao  readily  as  you  aeem  inclined  ta 
We  shall  make  at  least  one  eflfort  to  find  them." 

It  was  now  arranged  that  Reuben  and  one,,  of 
the  Indians  should  remain  at  the  spot  where  they 
then' were,  kindle  a  large  fire,  and  ^d  brafi^tkaa 
down  the  Stream^  from  time  to  time,  as  a  signaT 
to  theur  comrades\if  they  chanced  to  be  be!ow» 
and  that  MabkenaieVith  the  other  Idk^  should 
waik  up  the  bank  of  the  river  several  nalles.  This 
was  done;  but  they  returned  after  some  heiirs  to 
the  fire,  having  seen  no^iing  of  the  canoa 

As  evening  was  now  approaching,  they  became 
thoroughly  alarmed,  and  b,  more  rigoi^us  plan  of 
search  was  histituted.  Beoben  was  sent  off  with 
one  Indian  to  proceed  down  the  rivei-  aa  £ftr  as  he 
4)ould  go  before  night  came  on,  with  dvectiona  to 
.t^tinue  the  journey  iQ  the  moniing  aa  far  aa  (o 
the  place  where  they  had  encamped  the  preceding 
Evening.    Mackenzie 'with  th^  other  Indian  again 
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went  off  np  the  ri^er,  intending  to  QuUce  a  thorough 
search  in  that  direction.  They  hiid  no  food  with 
them,  but,  having  their  guns  and  the  means  of 

^  making  fire,  they  had  no  anxiety  on  that  score, 
except  in  regard  to  an  immediate  meal,  for  game 
was  scarcer  than  usual  at  that  particular  spot 

It  Tras  agreed  thajb  if  b6th  should  fail  of  success, 
they.^were  to  return  to  the  place  where  they  dien 
separated.     But  their  anxieties  were  l^ughn^to 

^  an  end  sooner  than  they  had  hoped  for.  I^ot 
'  "Very  long  after  parting,  Mackenzie  heard  a  very 
far-off  shot,  and  thep  another,  and  in  a  few 
minutes  an  answering.double  shot  at  a  still  greater 
distance.  These  bemg  the  concerted  signals,  he 
knew  that  the,  canoe  party  must  have  been 
discovered  by  Reuben;  he  therefore  retraced  his 
steps  with  a  light  heart,  despite  the  fact  that  he 
had  worjfi  the  moccasins  off  his  feet,'  and  was 

.  completely  drenched  with  rain.   It  turned  out  that 
the  delay  had  been  occasioned  by  the  breaking  of 
the  canoe,  and  the  consequent  necessity  of  lan^g  ' 
ta  repair  damages.     Indeed,  tiie  sorelytbattered 
craft  had  become  almost  a  wreck.    As  a  fitting 

.   cUmax  to  this  |Usastrous  d^,  the  night*  finished 
off  with  thunder,  lightning,  and  raia 
^•Whiletihus  "forcing  their  way  to  the  head-waters 
of  d^e  liyer,  they  met  iHth  a  small  party  of 

'  nilserable-looking  natives,  who  received  them  at 
first  with  violen^^emonstratibns  of  an  intention 
to  immolate4;he|&  OB  tl^  spot  if  they  should  dare 
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to  land.  It  was  evident  that  the  poor  creatures 
had  been  subjected  to  bad  treatment  and  decep- 
tion by  other  and  mpre  powerful  tribes,  because 
they  remained  in  a  state  of  great  suspicion  and 
anxiety  even  after  the  interpreter  had  stated 
earnestly  that  the  intentions  of  the  white  men 
were  friendly,  and  aflter  gifts  had  been  presented 
to  them.  By  degrees,  however,  .  they  became 
more  confident,  and  as  their  anxieties  diminished 
their  curiosity  increased   ^  ^  ^ 

"  I  do  beUeve,"  said  Lawrence, "  thiit  th^  ciimk 
have  ne^er  seen  white  folk  before." 

To  most  people  it  might  have  seemed  ridiculouii^ 
lo  haiw  heard  that  bronzed  voyagewr  calling 
himself  and  his  brown-faced,  smoke-dried,  weather- 
worn companions,  by  the  title  of  white-people; 
but  Lawrence  referred  to  the  natural  colour  of 
the  race  to  which  he  belonged. 
.  "  They  do  seem  rather  koorious,"  observed 
Reuben,  as  one  of  the  Indians  timidly  touched  his 
arm  and  looked  wonderingly  up  into  his  Jblue  eyes. 

It  was  found,  however,  that  these  natives  had 
heard  of  white  people,  though  they  had  not  seen 
them;  moreover,  they  displayed  a  number  of 
knives  lind  iron  implements  which  they  said  had  ' 
been  procured  from  people  inhabiting  the  banks 
of  a  river  which  might  be  reached  over  a  canying- 
place  of  "eleven  days  in  length,"  and  which  river 
flowed  in  an  oppciiU  direction  from  the  Peace, 
River.    These  people,  they  said,  travelled  during 
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a  moon  to  get  to  the  country  of  another  tHbe  who 
dwelt  in  hous^,  and  these  again  extended  their 
jom^eys  to  the  sea.  or,  as  they  called  it.  the  "  Stink- 
u^  Lake,"  where  they  exchanged  their  furs  with 
whito  people,  like  our  pioneers,  who  came  to  the 
coast  of  that  lake  in  canoes  as  big  as  islands!  /\ 

Here,  then,  at  last,  was  definite  informati^nj 
and  the  enterprising  discoverer  was  not  lorn?  in 
availing  himself  of  it  After  gratifying  his  ne# 
fiiends  with  sundry  Kttle  gifts,  a  feed  of  pemmican, 
which  they  relished  amaaingly,  and  a  taste  of 
sugar  to  tickle  their  palates,  he  gained  their 
coi^dence  so  much  as  to  induce  one  of  them  to 
be  his  guide,  and  imnjiediatefy  pushed  forward. 

In  the  course  of  the  foUowing  week  they  guned 
the  much-longed-for  height  of  land,  and  found 
two  lakelets  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  each 
other,  from  one  of  which  the  waters  find  their  way 
threugh  Peace  River,  on  the  east  side  of  the 
mountMns,  mto  the  Arctic  Sea,  while  from  the 
other  the  waters  flow  south  and  west  through  the 
great  Ri^er  Columbia  to  the  Pacific  Oceaa 
^  But  the  succession  of  disasters  that  befeU  them 
hst6  and  the  difficulties  of  the  route-for  it  could 
not  be  caUed  navigation-threw  aU  their  previous 
experiences  into  the  shada  Oneday,  having  made 
a  portage,  they  relaunched  theifeanoe  and  began 
the   weU-nigh   forgotten  process  of  descend 
stream.    They  had  not  gone  fiir  when  they  stnwS 
arock  and  were  driven  down  ndewayswith  great 
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violonoe.   Mackonrio,  foUowed  by  his  men,  jumped 

into  the  ahftUow  to  turn  the  canoe  straight,  but 

m  a  moment  the  water  deepened  and  they  had 

Jo  scramble  inboard  again  hurriedly.    Swiftarrow 

^  jG«ro  nai«*ance^waU#  behind  to  struinrle  on 

>ore  as  best  he  might   Bdfbrrth^Lcould  rtsume 

their  paddles  they  struck  again;  the  st^^of^he 

canoe  was  shattered  like  an  egg-shell  and  hung 

only  by  the  gunwales,  so  that  Lawrence,  who  was 

steenng,  had  to  quit  his  place.    The  violence  o{ 

the  stroke  droye  them  to  the  opposite  side  of  th6 

nver,  where  the  bow  met  with  the  same  fete.    Ait 

that  moment  Reuben  seized  the  branches  of  a 

small  overhanging  tree  in  a  desperate  hope  <if 

checkmg  the  canoe,  but  the  tree  proved  so  elasllc 

that  he  was  jerked  on  shore  in  an  instant  as  if 

magic,  and  the  canoe  swept  over  a  cascade,  whei 

several  holes  were  broken  in  her  bottom  aninearl 

all  the  bars  started.    At  the  same  moment 

wreck  fell  flat  on  the  water ;  all  the  men  jumi 

out,  and  Ducette,  whose   courage  forsook 

shouted, "  Saveyourselves  I  *' 

"Not  sol  Bfold  on  to  the  canoe,  men,"  cried 
Mackenae  sternly.  The, men  obeyed,  and  thus 
prevented  the  total  loss  of  eveiything.  Yard  by 
yard,  on  the  verge  of  destruction  they  waded  down 
the  rapid,  and  guided  the  wreck  into  shallow  water 
where  some  held  her  fast  while  the  others,  who 
were  quickly  joined  by  Reuben  and  Swiftarrow, 
carried  the  lading  safely  ashore.    On  this  occasion 
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several  things  Were  lost,  the  chief  of  these  being 
their  whole  sto-jk  of  bullets,  but  they  had  plenty 
of  shot  left  from  which  ball  could  be  made. 

One  might  have  thought  this  was  at  last  suffi- 
cient tb  have  turned  them  back— j<^"at  least 
thought  most  oi'  the  men,  who  began  to  look  re- 
bellious—but Mackenzie  partly  compelled,  partly/ 
encouraged  thein  to  advance.     The  caiaoe  wai^ 
dratod  ashore  and  repaired,  or  rather   reconi- 
st^cted,  and   Eventually  through   indescribable 
difficulties  he  relached  the. navigable  stream  whi^h 
forms  the  head  waters  of  the  Columbia  River. 
This  he  descexided  a  considerable  distance,  and 
met  with  manV  of  the  natives,  who  told  him  that 
the  country  bfelow  abounded  with  game  and  the 
river  witli  M ;  but  as  the  course  of  th^  latter  ran 
towards  the  south,  and  the  distance  by  it  ib  the  sea 
was  described  as  bemg  extremely  great,  he  de^ed 
It  advisable  to  retrace  his  course  a  short  way  and 
then  strike  westward  overland  to  the  Pacific. 

The  old  canoe  being  now  little  better  than  a 
wreck,  birch  bark  was  procured  and  a  new  canoe 
built,  after  which  the  stream  was  ascended  until  a 
spot  was  reached  where  the  natives  were  in  the 
habit  of  startmg  overland  for  the  sea  coast  Here 
the  oanoe  was  hidden,  an  Indian  guide  procured, 
and  then  these  mdomitable  pioneeiB  prepared  to 
cross  the  wilderness  on  foot 
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TI7E  follow  our  travellers  now  over  the  last  portion 
J»  ^tiheir  trying  journey.  WeU'would  it  have 
been  for  them  if  they  could  have  foUowed  their 
route  as  easUy  as  you  and  I,  reader,  foUow  them  in 
unagmation.  Over  mountain  and  swamp,  through 
forest  and  brake,  in  heat  and  in  cold,  sunshine  and 
rain,  they  plodded  wearily  but  resolutely  on  to- 
wards  the  far  west,  untU  they  reached  the  farthest 
west  of  all,  wh^re  the  great  continent  dibs  into  the 
greater  Pacific. 

At  startin^on  this  overiand  route  they  buried 
some  provisions,  and  putting  in  it  place  of  security 
their  canoe  and  such  stores,  as  they  did  not  require 
or  could  not  qarry,  they  s^t  out,  each  man  laden 
with  a  burden  varying  from  forty-five  to  ninety 
pounds  weight,  Hbesides  lirms  and  ammunition! 
They  were  led  by  an  Indi^  guide  with  several  of 
his  relations,  and  followed  by  their  dog  Wol£ 
This  guide  was  deemed  nicessary,  not  so  much  to 
•how  the  way  as  to  introiMce  them  to  the  various 
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tribes  through  whotd  territory  they  should  have 
to  pass. 

It  takes  a  large  portion  of  a  quarto  yolurne  to 
recount  their  interesting  adventures  by  the  way. 
How  then,  can  we  presume  to  attempt  a  fair  nar- 
rative in  a  few  pages  ?  The  thing  is  impossible. 
We  can  but  refer  our  readers  to  Mackenzie's  pon- 
derous journal,  in  which,  embedded  amongst  a 
mass  of  important  details,  will  be  found  a  record 
of  onje  of  the  most  interesting  voyages  ever  under- 
taken.'^ 

As  a  matter  of  course  difficulties  assailed  them 
at  the  outset  This  woiild  seem  to  be  the  universal 
experience  of  pioneera  Game  Utterly  had  begun 
to  grow  scarce,  so  thiit,  th^ir  provisions  being  low, 
they  #ere  obliged-  to  go  on  short  allowance— two 
meals  ar  day.  Their  food,  being  pemmican,  re- 
quired no  cooking.  Mingled  heat,  mosquitos, 
sandflies,  and  a  rugged  country,  with  short  com- 
mons, and  danger,  as  well  as  worry  firom  savages, 
was  the  beginning— and  pretty  much  the  middle 
and  end— of  their  et|iprience.  They  were  soon 
joined  by  an  elderly  man  and  three  other  natives, 
and  not  only  did  these  three  Indians,  but  all  the 
others  along  the  route,  harass  them  by  their  cap- 
rice, unfaithfuhiess,  and  childish  petulance,  and 
self-will 

One  day  their  guide  resolved  to  leave  them; 
then,  without  being  solicited  to  stay,  he  changed 
his  mind  and  went  on  with  them.    Again,  one 


-^ 


V  i 


tMBPIONIlBf 


111 


night,  at  a  time  when  they  were  anxipua  not  to 
lose  him,  Mackenzie,  who  ]uiew  he  meant  to  take 
leave  quiedy,  asked  him  to  sleep  with  him.  He 
willingly  consented,  the  white  man's  cloak  being  a 
snug  covering,  and  thus  was  he  guarded  I  but  his 
guardian  suffered  severe^^onsequences  owing  to  the 
filthy  state  of  the  Indian,  whose  garments  were 
indescribable,  his  body  being  smeared  with  red 
.earth,  and  his  hair  with  fish-oil  I 

Coming  to  a  lake  they  observed  the  ^y  grow 
▼ery  black.  "  A  thunderstorm  brewin',"  suggested 
Reuben. 

"Encamp,  and  up  with  the  tent,  boys,"  said 
Mackenzie.  i 

The  tend  It  was  a  misnomer,  their  only  shelter 
being  a  sheet  of  thin  oiled  cloth  and  the  overhang- 
ing trees.  Down  came  a  deluge  that  kept  them 
very  close  for  a  time ;  then,  on  resuming  lie  march, 
the  guide  was  requested  to  go  in  i^vance  and 
brush  the  water  off  the  bjushes,  but  he  cooly  de« 
clined.  Mackenzie  himself  therefore  undertook 
the  duty.  During  this  storm  the  ground  wac|  i^n- 
dered  white  with  hailstones  as  lai^  as  a  miidsket 
ball  The  third  day  Uiey  met  natives  who  received 
them  weU.  Those  were  going  to  ^e  great  river  to 
fi8h,^and  seemed-^unlike  many  other  tribes — to 
venerate  age,  for  they  carried  on  their  backs  by 
turnip  poor  o^d  woman  who  was  quite  blind  and 
infirm*  IVther  on  they  met  other  Indians  on 
their  way  to  the  same  great  river^  which  abounded 
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with  iftlmoa  These  told  them  that  they  would 
soon  reach  a  river,  neither  large  nor.  long,  which 
entered  an  arm  of  the  sea,  and  where  a  great 
wooden  canoe  with  white  people  was  said  to  be 
fi:equently  seen  I  "  Horats  encouragement  for  us ; 
let  us  push  on,"  said  Mackenzie,  "Push  on,"  echoed 
Reuben  and  Lawrence  and  sonjexjf  the  other  men ; 
but  some  grumbled  af  "the  hardships  they  had  to 
end:ure,  and  tHe  ahati  allowance  of  provisions,  while 
the  Indians  threaten^  to  desert  them.    , 

Mackenzie  must  have  had  something  very 
peculiar  m  his  look  and  manner,  for  he  seemed  to 
possess  the  faculty  of  saying  little  ii^  reply  to  his 
men,  and  yet  of  constraining  them  to  fc^ow  him. 
Doubf-less,  had  som^  one  else  written  h|s  journal 
.we  should  have  learned  the  secret  It  seems  as 
if,  when  rebellion  was  looking  blackest  and  the 
storm  Ubout  to  burst,  instead  of  commimding  or 
dispUtmg,  he  calmly  held  his  tongue  £id  went' 
oflf  to  t4ke  an  observation  of  the  sun,  and^on  that 
procesat  bding  completed,  he  almost  ^(variably 
found  his  men  in  a  more  tractobll;  c^iidition  I 
Occasidnally  we  read  of  quiet  renibnsttance  .or 
grave  reasoning,  and  fi^equently  of  hekrty  en- 
couragement and  wise  counsd,  hut  tfww  of 
violence,  although  hewa^  sorely  tried  P^chance 
they  knew  that  he  was  <iangerous  to  tri^  with ! 
We  cannot  tell,  but  certainly  |le  seems  ^  have 
been  a  splendid  manager  of  men.  l 

At  hist  thoy  reached  ^  Indian  villagi  where 
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^^jmtf  hospiubly  enterUinod.  and  prosented 
•  Jf  •  *■  ™"°**  roaatod  salmon  as  thoy  rt<jtiirod. 
TheBo  people  lived  almost  exclusively  on  fish  and 
berries;  were  more  cleanly  than  other  tribes,  and 
apparently  loss  addicted  to  war  or  hunting.  Here 
two  new  guides  wore  obtained,  and  the  people 
concUiated  with  gifts  of  beads,  knives,  and  other 
trinkets.  ,, 

Leaviftg  them  they  spent  a  wretched  night  on 
the  shores  of  a  lake,  deluged    with    rain    and 
tormented   with    sandflies   and   mosquitos  —  the 
former  being  perhaps  the  greatest  pests  of  the 
country.     Soon^the  guides  grew  tired  of  their 
m^e  of  travelling,  and  the  aUowance  of  provisions 
had^to  be  stiU  fiither  reduced.    Fearing  that  they 
mighjj  nm  short  altogether,  Mackenzie  x)rdered 
Keubea  «nd  his  son  to  faU  behind,  bury  some 
pemmicim  in  reserve  for  theur  return,  and  make  a 
fire  over  .the  spot  to  conceal  the  fact  that  it  had 
been  dug  into.    They  were  now  on  two-thirds  of 
their  regular  allowance.     Soon  afterwards  they 
came  to  a  river  too  deep  to  ford,  but  one  of  their 
pides  swam  across  and  brought  over  a  raft  that 
lay  on  the  other  side.    This  ferried  most  of  them 
over,  but  Swiftarrrow  and  some  of  the  others  pre- 
ferred to  swim  across. 

At  length,  after  many  days.of  suffering  and  toU 
they  crossed  the  hist  range  of  mountaip  and  be- 
gan  to  descend.  Here  magnif  cent  cedars  and  other 
trees  were  seen,  some  of  the  former  being  fu% 
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•%hUeD  feet  in  ciroumferenoe.  The  oAtivee  whom 
they  met  with  were  aometimee  etorn,  sometimee 
ijind,  but  always  euapicioui  at  fiint  The  soothing 
•flfooti  of  gifts,  however,  were  pretty  much  the 
■ame  in  aU.    Still  th«  f>arty  had  several  narrow 

On  ^ne  occasion  Mackenzie,  when  alone,  w^a 
surrouikied  and  seized,  but  he  soon  freed  himself, 
and  just  at  that  moment  when  his  life  seemed  to 
hang  on  a  hair,  Reuben  Guff  happened  to  come 
up,  and  the  natives  took  to  flight  Some  of  these 
liatives  were  very  expert  canoe-men,  caught 
sahnon  by  means  of  weirs,  dwelt  in  wooden  houses 
elevated  on  poles,  boiled  their,»food  in  water-tight 
baskets  by  putting*  red-hot  stones  into  them,  made 
cakes  of  the  inner  rind  of  the  hemlock  sprinkled 
with  oil,  and  seemed  to  have  a  rooted  antipathy 
to  flesh  of  every  kind.  Some  of  the  salmon  they 
caught  were  fully  forty  pounds'  weight  The 
chief  of  one  tribe  said  that,  ten  years  before, 
he  had  gone  down  to  the  sea  in  a  Urge  canoe, 
and  there  had  met  with  two  huge  vessels  fiill  of 
white  men  who  treated  Wi  very  kindly.  These,* 
Mackenzie  concluded,  must  have  been  the  ships 
of  Captain  Cook,  an  opinion  which  was  strength- 
ened by  the  discovery  that  t^  chiefs  canoe  was 
ornamented  with  sea-otters'  teeth,  which  bear 
some  resemblance  to  human  teeUi,  for  which  they 
had  been  mistaken  by  the  great  navigator.  At 
Ust^  on  th«  20th  of  July,  the  heroic  perseverance 
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of  Mftckoiuno  met  with  iti. reward.    On  thatdaj 
he  obuinod  a  canoe,  and    doiwonding  a  river 
enujred  an  arm  of  the  Pacific  I    Ho  did  not  him-' 
■olf,  mdoed,  doom  tho  objoct  of  tho  oxpodition  ' 
attained  untU  ho  had  battled  on  for  a  couple  of  * 
dajTi  longer— in  tho  face  of  the  opposition  of  hii 
'  ojm  men  and  hostility  of  the  nativoa-and  had 
obtained  reliable  obeervaUona  which  settled  be- 
yond aU  dispute,  hia  exact  position  on  the  globa 
But  to  aU  intents  and  purposes  he  had  accom- 
phshed  his  great  object  on  that  day.-namely 
the  crossing  of  the  American  WUderness  to  the 
Pacific  Oceaa 

Even  in  the  midst  of  his  triumph  this  long- 
endunng  man  was  worried  by  pritty  trials,  for  one 
of  the  Indian  guides  took  it  into  his  head  to 
I  deswt    As  he  was  the  son  of  a  chief,  and.  it  was 
to  be  feared,  naight  prejudice  the  natives  against 
(^em,  Reuben  ^uff  was  directed  to  pursue  him. 
That   worthy    took  with  him    Swiftarrow,    and 
exertmg  his  long  sinewy  legs  to  the  utmost,  soon 
overtook  the  fugitive  a^id    brought  him    back. 
3ut  It  was  no  part  of  Mackenzie's  plan  to  tyran- 
ni»e  over  mea    He  received  the  deserter  kindly 
^Z^.*^,*  P**'  ^^  moccasins,  some  provisions,  a 
ttlk  Iwndkerohief,  and.  some  good  advice,  and  then 
■ottt  hmi  back  to  his  fidends.    Hie  other  Indian 
who  remamed  with  t^em  succeeded  about  the 
■ame  time  in  killing  a  laige  porcupine,  which  was 
veryo  acoepuble  to  all--especially  to  iu  captor 
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who  4U  io  iMgdIy  of  it  M  to  be  obUgod  to  under- 
go  *  prolonged  pf/iod  of  repoio  in  oldir  to  ileep 
it  off.  ^-4      I       ■« 

At  length,  being  in  a  ^tate  of  •omi-iUknration, 
with  ft  leaky  cmnoe,  and  unfriendly  nativoe  uround, 
Mackenzie  took  a  laal  cbmrwikm,  whioh  gave  52* 
20'  48'  N,  UUtude  and  128*  2^  W.  longitude. 
Then  he  turned  hii  face  eautward.  Deform  quit- 
ting the  coaat,  however,  a  ainooth  rock  waa  aelected 
and  thereon  waa  written,  in  large  lettera,  with  a 
mfxture  of  melted^gFOAao  and  vorinilion,  thin  brief 
memorial—"  Alexander  Mackenzie,  from  Canada, 
by  land,  the  twenty^seoond  of  July,  one  thouaand 
aeven  hundred  and,  ninety-three."  gr- 

ille return  journey  waa  scarcely  leaa  arduoua 
than  the  outward,  but  they  undertook  it  with  th« 
l^wledge  that  every  step  carried  them  neaim 
bOQie,  and  with  the  exhilarating  oooBdomBi^ 
(hat  their  labours  had  been  crowned  with  succeaa* 
Besides  this,  they  now  knew  what  Uy  before  them 
each  day— ^  far  as  the  route  was  concerned— and 
at  the  various  places  whore  povisions  had  been 
Bocretod  the  party  was  strengthened  and  enabled 
to  advance  with  gr^ffiot  vigour.  On  arriving  at 
the  Great  River  they  found  their  canoe,  gooda, 
imd  provisiona  just  as  they  had  left  them  about  fi^ 
weeks  beforei  Here  ^ey  made  preparations  m 
proceeding  to  the  head-waters  of  the  Columbia 
River,  crossing  over  t»^  th^oiie  of  the  Peace  Riyer, 
and  so  returning  by  t$||^y  they  had  oome. 
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^r  to  mark  thui  happy  point  iq^t^e  expoditbo^ 
Maokenzie  twat^^  lajuaolf  and  hia  men  to  a  dramf 
••buC— obacrvo  that  I  quotA  hia  worda,  roador.— 
*  wo  had  bora  lo  Icmg  without  taatitig  any  •piri- 
tuoui  Uquor,  that  rfLfl^  k>tl  aU  rdi»h  fw  ar 
Rojoico  ^^ih^MmtOi,  yo  toototallora  Tliiiik 
of  it,  yo  toptrfr  mx  it  b  your  pipM,  yo  tmokora 
^»nd  1^0  tH  libBt  of  it  I 

"Noi^lBPhoino  at  laiit.  boyi,"  lald  tfackenzio 
many  wooka  aftorwarda,  aa,  having  dfl^ondod  tho 
lurbulont  Poaco  liivor.  thoy  roundo^  a  point  of 
land  and  came  in  sight  of  thoir  old  win^r-quorteri; 
"shako  put  the  flag,  and  give  thorn  a  Voiley  and  a  ^ 
ohoor."  f  • 

Tho  men  obeyed,  and  were  in  such  high  spirita, 
•nd  made  such  active  uso  of  their  pmldles,  that 
they  reached  the  landing-place  before  tjho  two  men 
who  had  been  left  thero  in  the  sprii^,  could  ro- 
covor  their  senses  suflSciently  to  answer  their 
questions  I  But  ih,i%  was  not  homo  krot  Some 
days  ^d  still  to  elapse  ere  these  toil-worn  men 
could  lay  aside  their  paddles  and  rest  their  wearied 
limbs. 

At  last,  after  an  absence  of  eleven  months,  tlioy 
~ihed  Fort  Chipwyan,  wl^re  their  leader  re-  / 
'od  iirdu^es  of  tho  fur-trade,  and  Swift- 
iw  once  more  kissed  tho  brown  oheek  bf  Dark- 
eye,  who  filled  hia  heart  with  grim  doUght  by 
placing  in  his  paternal  arms  a  soft,  round,  fat^ 
little  brown  female  baby,  with  eyes  ai  dark  and 
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bnght  as  her  owi>,  and  a  idose  whi(jfrnras  a  miitoa- 
ture  facsimile  of  its  fother's. 

One  week  after  their  arrival,  Reuben  and 
Lawronce,  Swiftarrow  and  Darlfeye/  entered 
Mackenzie's  room  to  bid  him  farewell 

"I'm  sorry  you  are  bent  on  leaving  me,"  said 
their  former  leader;  "but  you  have  the  satisfac- 
'  tion  of  knowing  that  you  have  contributed  greatly 
to  the  success  of  our  two  expeditions.    You  have 
indeed  proved  yourselves,  able  pioneers." 
"Thank'ee,  sir,"  said  Reuben,  while   a   quiet 
.smile^ofsatisfactionlkrhteduphis  grave  features: 
*It  was  all  along  a  ficftby  p'  mine,  an'  of  Lawrence 
.  '  .*oo»  *o  do  a  bit  o'  diskivery ;  an'  now  we  're  content 
—for  it  ain't  possible,  I  fimcy,  to  do  much  more  in 
that  line  than  push  your  icanoe  into  the  Frozen 
Sea  on  the  onc^  hand,  or  the  Pacific  on  the  other. 
ly  's  iiarder  work  than  I  thowt  it  would  be— though 
jt  didn't  expect  child's  play  neither;  an'  it's  pur 
pipibn,  sir,  that  you  are  the  only  man  in  the 
[)ikfiy  as  could  have  done  it  at  all    We  intend 
M  to  go  back  to  the  settlements.    As  for  the 
tedskin,"  he  added,  glancing  at  Swiftarrow,  «he 
Ja'nt'got  noambition^cme  way  or  anoti^er  as  to 
'iskiveiy;  but  he's  a  good  and  true  man,  never-  < 
^eless,  youTl  allow.      And  now,  sir,  farewell 
a  blessinar  from  above  rest   on  you   and 

Saying   this   the  bold  backwoodsman   diook 
Bksnzie   by   the   hand   and   left    the   room. 
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Every  one  in  the  fort  was  on  the  bank  to  bid 
themfarewea     SHently  they  stepped  into  their 
canoe,  and  in  a  few  minutes  had  paddled  out  of 
sight  into  the  great  widemess  of  wood  and  water 
Reader  our  tale,  if  such  it  may  be  styled,  is 
told.    As  for  the  hero  whose  steps  for  a  time  we 
have  so  closely  foUowed,  he  became  one  of  the 
most  noted  traders,  as  he  was  now  one  of  the 
most  celebrated  discoverers,  in  North  America. 
.  Jle  afterwards  became  for  a  time  the  travellini? 
companion  in  America  of  the  Duke  of   Kent, 
father  of  Queen  Victoria ;  was  knighted  in  acknow- 

ledgmfflit  of  his  great  and  important  achievements ; 
mamed  one  of  Scotland's  feir  daughters;  and 
finally  ^ed  m  the  midst  of  his  native  Highl  ' 
^*%  le^  behind  him  a  Mume  w^di^  we 
said  at  ^e  beginning— proves  him  to  have  been 
one  of  Ui^most  vigorous,  persevering,  manly,  and 
successful  Woneers  that  ever  trav^sed  the  con- 
tment  of  Nbrth  America. 
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EXTRACT  OF  LETTER  REFERRED  TO  ON  P.  35 

Prom  WiuJAic  MAOKiNza,  Esq.  of  G«irloch,  to  Gkoror  Maokbmzu, 
Baq.  of  Avooh,  dated  Leunington,  24th  May  1866 

When  in  Stockholm  in  1824,  Lord  Blbmfield,  our  Minister 
there,  did  me  the  honour  of  presenting  me  to  the  King, 
BtmadotU,  father  of  the  present  King  of  Sweden. 

At  the  Eing^  special  request,  the  audience  was  a  private^one, 
and  I  was  further  especially  requested  to  oblige  by  coming  in 
my  full  Highland  di^ess.  The  audience  lasted  fully  an  hour. 
Such  an  interest  did  Napoleon's  first  and  most  fortunate 
Marshal  take  in  everything  that  was  Highland,  not  even  the 
skiandhu  escaped  him. 

I  now  come  to  your  family  portion  of  the  audience. 

As  we  chatted  on,  old  Bernadotte  (leaning  familiarly  upon 
my  O'Eeachan  daymore)  was  pleasedto  say  in  that  tuaviter  in 
mdo  for  which  his  eagle  eye  so  fitted  him,  "  Yes,  I  repeat  it, 
you  Highlanders  are  deservedly  pitoud  of  your  country.  Your 
forefathers  and  you?  people  are  a  race  apart,  distinct  frttoi  all 
the  rest  of  Britun  in  high  moral  as  well  as  martial  bearing, 
and  long,  I  hope,  may  you  feel  and  show  it  outwardly  by  this 
noble  distinction  in  dress.  But  allow  me  to  observe.  Sir, 
that  in  your  family  name,  in  the  name  of  Mackenzie,  there  is 
a  very  predominant  lustre,  which  shall  never  be  obliterated 
fipom  my  mind.  Pray,  are  you  connected  in  any  way  with 
Sir  Alexander  Mackenzie,  the  celebrated  North  American 
traveller,  whose  name  and  researches  are  immortalised  by  his 
discoveries  in  the  Arctic  Ocean,  and  of  the  river  which  since 
then  does  honour  to  lus  name  ? " '  I  informed  His  Majesty  that 
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•»  a  boy  I  had  known  him  weU,  and  that  our  family  and  hii 

were  nearly  connected.    This  seemed  to  ^ve  me  still  neater 

favour  with  him,  for,  famiEiriy  putting  his  hand  on  my 

shoulder-brooch,  he  repUed  that  on  thataecowU  aione  his  mak- 

wg  my  acquamtance  gare  him  greater  satisfaction.    He  theii 

proceeded  to  teU'Lord  Blomfield  and  me  how  your  father's  name 

^  become  familiar  to  him,  and  so  much  valued  in  his  ejljs. 

Jle  said  that  atone  time  Napoleon  had  ananged  to  distract 

the  affairs  of  Britain  by  attacking  her  in  her  Canadian  posses^- 

sions--not  by  a  direct  descent  upon  them,  but  by  a  route 

vfhieh  men  expected  would  take  Bnghud  quite  by  surprise 

and  prove  infidljible.  /  ^        r 

That  rpu^p  to  be  up  the  Mississippi,  Ohio,  eta,  up  to  our 

"T^'WIr^^  ^«»-  ^o»  **>»s  arrangements  were  to  be 
made  w^H  America,  New  .Orleans  occupied  as  iipied  h  terrehj 
France,  etc.  eta      The  organisation  and  command  of  tliis 

gigantic  enterprise,  as  Bemadotte  said, "  was  given  to  me  by  the 
JSmperor,  with  instructions  to  make  myself  master  of  eveiy 
work  which  could  bear  upon  it,  and  the  faciUties  the  nature  of 
the  country  afforded.     Foremost  amongst  these  the  work  of 
your  namesake  (Sir  Alexander  Mackenzie)  was  recommended, 
but  how  to  get  at  it,  with  aU  communications  witii  Engknd 
mterdicted,  alTknowledge  of  English  unknown  to  me,  seemed 
a  difficulty  not  easUy  to  be  got  over.    However,  as  every  one 
knows,  my  ptm  master,  I'Bmpereur,  was  not  the  man  to  be 
overcome  by  such  smaU  difficulties.    The  Joo*,  a  huge  quarto, 
was  procured  through  the  smugglers,  and  in  an  inconceivably 
short  space  of  time  most  admirably  translated  into  French  for  " 
my  espedal  use.»    I  need  hardly  say  with  whatlhterest  I  per- 
used  and  reperused  that  admirable  work,  tiU  I  ha(  I  made  myself 
so  tiioroughly  master  of  it  that  I  could  almostfency  myself" 
^  he  said  laughing  he^rtUy,  "taking  your  Oanadas  mrwJf» 
from  the  upper  waters  j  and  ever  since  I  hare  never  ceased  to 
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^Jook  apoD  the  namsjuid  think  of  the  author  with  moxe  than 
oidina^  xeilpeot  and  eiteem." 

After  a  short  patue  and  a  long-drawn  breath,  almoet  a- 
monnting  to  a  ligh,  accompanied  by  a  look  at  Blomfield  and  a 
most  expreasiye  "Ah,  milord,  que  de  changes  depuis  ces 
jours-lA,"  Bemadotte  concluded  by  saying  that  the  Russian 
campaign  had  knocked  that  of  Canada  onthe  head  until  Russia 
was  crushed  I  but  it  had  pleased  God  to  ordain  it  otherwise, 
"et  maintenant  me  voil^  Boi  de  Sukle  "—his  exact  words  as 
he  concluded  these^compliijiients  to  your  father. 
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^J^^W\\JI^S    HUNTERS 
A  TahV»  »-^— '-"' If  •—       ' 
"Adminbly  divenified 

ERLINQ    TH 
A  Tali  of  N< 
<*  A  Mpital  Ule  of  thf  None  Sea 
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aHATUE    TO 

A  Tau  o#  xn  Ska  andItri 

I^LOWN    TO    BITS; 

Or,  Trb  £onklt,  Mav  of  Rakata.    A  Tau  of  thi 

Malay  AsoHipai^oo. 

i.*"^i*P*^  ■*®'T.  written  in  the  author's  old  etvU  m^A  §w\\  «• 
We  and  aotion  from  beginning  to  end??!;^i!M2^''^'*'  "*  '»"  o* 

BLUE    LIGHTS; 
Or,  Hot  Wom  or  nn  Sovdak.    A  Tali  of  Soldub  Lifb 

IH  8KTXRAL  OF  m  PbaSIS. 
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Large  Oroum  Svo.    2a.  M.     Fully  illtutreUid. 


^         THE    YOUNG    TRAWLER. 

, --^       A  Stobt  or  Lirs  aitd  Dkath  akd  Risoui  in  rai 
«^     :  '  NoBTH  Sba. 

'*Few  men  liAve  laboured  so  atoadfMtly  in  their  generfttion  to 
provide  lound,  wholeaome  fare  for  '  oiir  boyi '  as  Mr.  Ballantyne, 
and  'The  Young  Trawfer'  ii  worthy  of  his  reputation."— Academy. 


i       RIVERS    OF    ICE. 

0    A  Ti^  ItLUBTBATIVB  OV  ALPINi  AdVBNTORI  ANP  Qi 

Action. 


LAOIBB 


"A  tale  brimful  of  Interest  and  itirrinff  adventure. "-^ObiMioto 
Berald.  "  ./*^ 


THE    FLOAriNQ    LIGHT    OF    THE 
^  >     GOOCyWIN    SAND^. 

"The  tale  will  be  eepeoially  Intereatlng  to  adventure-loTing. 
boye."— ifecorrf.  '^ 


'\ 


THE    BUFFALO    RUfJNERS. 

A  Talb  ov  thb  Rbd  Rivia  P^ms. 

'*Mr.  Ballantyne  tells  an  admirable  story  of  'the  straggle  for 
fe' valiaotly  and  viotoriott  * 
Red  Rirer  rogion  in  North* 


life'  Taliaotly  and  viotorioiislT  fought  by  the  early  oolonistsM^^ 
"       -Western.  America."— 2;a»;y  TtUgrapk. 


FIGHTING    tHE    FLAMES. 

' '  A  Talb  ov  THB  Fibb-Bbioadi. 

"  Many,  a  schoolboy  will  find  keen  enjoyment  in  the  perusal  of 
'Fighting  the  Flames,'  and  assure  his  httle  sisters  with  suitable 
•mpnasis  thai  Mr.  Ballantyne  is  *a  stunning  goodjstory-tellwr.'"— 
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T.furge  Croum  8«o.    2c.  (W.     Fully  illmtrattd. 

THE    NORSEMEN    IN    THE    WiWj 

Or,  AJIIUOA  BWOIUI  COLDMBUI. 

"  Thia  thmougUy  delightful  book  is  an  «4aptation  of  tho  Saga  of 
loeUnd,  and  also  of  Mr.  LUng's  '  Heimakingla;  or,  Chronloles  of 
the  King!  of  .Norway,'  ■applementod  by  Mr.  Ballantyno'a  own 
ei^nenoo  andf  AdTentures  in  the  wildomeM  of  America.  These 
ingredients  are  pot  together  with  the  skill  and  spirit  of  an  accom- 

Elished  story-teller;  and  the  result  is  a  book  that  cannot  possibly 
B  laid  down  till  the  very  last  word  of  the  last  line  has  been  read.*^ 
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THE    SETTLER    AND    THE    SAVAGE 

A  TaJLB  Of  PXAOI  AND  WaB  IH  gOlTTH  AVRIOA. 


\!M 


» A  capital  story  of  South  African  life.  Mr.  Ballantyne,  through 
the  medium  of  a  tho|x>ughly  manly  and  healthy  tole  of  sport  and 
war,  frolic  and  danger,  full  of  stirring  yet  not  exaggerated  scenes, 
presents  a  sketch  of  a  very  important  period  of  the  early  history  of 
our  eolony  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  '^—  Times. 


n« 


UNDER-   THE    WAVES;        ' 

Or,  DiTiiro  IN  Deep  WATOta 

"Wr.  Ballantyue  enlarges  the  already  gigantic  debt  due  to  hiin 
by  the  young  by  his  '  Under  the  Waves,''  a  story  meant  to  illustrate 
the  practice  and  pool  of  diving  in  deep  water,  which  it  does  in  not 
only  an  interesting,  but  often  m  an  amusing  manner."— ^imcs. 
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BLACK    IVORY. 

A  Talb  ov  Advbmtdxb  amomo  tbb  Slatbbs  o»  East  Amoi. 

"A captivating stor^  We  heartUy  recommend  it."^ltecord. 
"  Boys  wilt  find  the  JCok  about  as  delightful  a  story  of  adventura 
^  as  any  of  them  oould  possibly  desire."— ^Sreofsman. 

i 

THE  FUGITIVES; 
Or,  Tux  Ttsamt  Qubbn  or  Maoaoabcab. 
'*  There  is  plenty  of  adventure  in  the  shape  of  imprisonment  and 
combats  with  men  and  animals,  and  a  negro  and  a  sailor  between 
them  supply  a  comic  dement  of  the  best  quality.  Ererything  con- 
sidered, this  is  one  of  the  best  stories  even  Mr.  Ballaatyne  has 
published.  "^ileiMtofiy.  ' 


I-,  1 


Lmrg*Orown9vo.    2i.  M.    Ftdl^ ittuitrated.'        '  %,^ 

THE    ROVER    OF    THE    AJM  D  E8. 

A  Talk  ov  Advuttum  iir  South  Amirioa. 
*  An  Admirabl*  boyt' ■twj."— ^eotimaii. 

Tfl€    BATTERY   AND    THE    BOILERi 

Or,  Tm  ButOTBIOAL  ADTUfTUmiS  Of  A  TlLIORAPH         \ 
I  OABU-LATli. 

.  "The  inUreai  n«T«r  flag!.  "-.ilccKfemy. 

.THE    LONELY    ISLAND; 

Or, '^HB  RlVCOa  OF  THI  MUTIMUU. 

\  POST    HASTE. 

A  Tiu  o>  Hn  HuuTT'i  Muu, 


N^. 


»:■■•''■ 


I-.: 


RED    ROONEYi 
Or,  Thb  Last  of  ^i  Cbkw. 

DUSTY    DIAMONDS,    CUT    AND 
>    .         POLISHED. 
•    A  Tau  OF  Cnr-AsAB  LiFi. 

THE   GIANT   OF  JHE    NORTH; 

Or,  PoKiKos  Roinn>^i^  PouL 

■.«n?iT*«**^  f'  P*,"^?yS  •4T«2*n"».  »d  ptrU  ingmiioiuly  •or. 
Bonnted,  thereiinolBok."— i>at7yi^toi,  /  •«-- 
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•£aryc  Orwm  Sipo.    8«.  6(1.    J>Siffy  a/iM<r«<ML 

IN    THE    TRACK    OF    THE    tROOPa 

A  Taui  or  HoDUM  Wab.  ,' 

UMube  « itory  of  pononal  adTenture  ipiritwUy  toU."-Daily  iV«*w. 

THE    PIRATE    OlTY. 

Aw  AtonuMi  Taia  "^^ 

THE    HOT    SWAMP.  ' 

A  RoMAMOB  or  Old  Albion. 
"Pull  of  action  and  »dTtntur6."—flbo«ifBaii. 

-THE    IRON    HORSE;       .V 

Or,  LuB  OM  Tu  LwB    A  Railway  Tal*       v 

••AcapMratbf  bookforboyi."— OMOftlJbu.  "■* 

DEEP    DOWN. 
A  Talb  or  ntB  Coeituh  Minbb. 
"By  reading  Mr.  Ballantyna's  admiraUo  storr  a  mtw  u-m 
jmoontof  kBowladg.  ocmoarSg  oS^SLrSy  bJS  J^ 
whila^frpm  the  faot  of  the  inforiiatkm  Ulnff  ciVonte  the  i^^l 
connected  narratire,  It  la  not  likely  rerywol  to  S  fonlifa!, 
A  book  well  worthy'oltrfng ^ul^y^j^^^S^^^i^  ' 

qabooyne/ 

Ohn  SAHDALWOOD  IkADBB. 

THE   BIG    OTTEfe 

A  Tali  of  tbb  GasAt  Nob'-Wbs* 
,    .  Ckeap  EdiUon.    S«. 


<  \ 


/ 


THE    YpUNQ    FUR    TRADERS. 

UNQAVA. 

THE  CORAL  ISLAND. 

THE  GOLDEN  DREAM. 

,A  Tali  of  nn  Diiraiiros. 


THE     RED^    ERIC. 
Thi  Whaub's  Last  Ohvisi. 

THE    WILD    MAN    OF    THE    WEST. 
A  Talm  o»  nu  RooKT  MovnTAiirs. 

TH^    LIFEBOAT. 
A  Tali  or  ova  Coast  Huoo. 

FREAKS    ON    THE    FELLS. 

WhT  I  DID  NOT  BBOO{IB  A  SaUOB. 


A  I 


I 


THE     LIGHTHOUSE. 
A  FiavT  BKWUN  Man  and  thi  Sba. 

SHIFTING    WINDS. 
A  ToiTOH  Yarn. 

THE    DOG   CRUSOE 
A  Tali  ow  thb  Wutbbn  Pbaibibs. 


With  nhuinUion$.     OrownSvo.    Is,*       / 

THE    KITTEN    PILQRIM8; 
Or,  Obbat  Battlh  and  Qbamd  Viotobiks. 

'*  We  hBve  oopiad  the  title-page  of  thii  Bmniiiig  and  tnstnictive 
qoarto  lor  htUe  folka.  Nothioff  further  ii  neoe&ary.  Mr.  Ballan- 
tyne  atandi  at  the  head  of  all  oar  ohildreii's  atory-teUere /ocifa 
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,^^^^^^w 
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TM$  w4l  known  $dition  qfStoriu  qf  Adventmt  it  ittutd  bound  in 
eloth,  with  attractive  colour  tUtign. 

Orown  8m>.     1«.  id.  iocA. 

..^ 

HUNTED  AND  HARRIED.    Thi  SoomsH  OoTiifANTni. 

A   CbXSWAIN'S    BRIDEi  Aod  othar  Tales. 

THE  GARRET  AND  THE  GARDEN  i  And  JKFF  BENSON. 

THf  CREW  OF  THE   WATER   WAGTAIL 

T#  MIDDVANO  THE  MOORS.    Ah  Alokkihi  Tiu, 

tW PRAIRIE  CHIEF.  - 

LiF'e  IN  THE  RED  BRIGADE,  Em 

THE  ISLAND  QUEEN  ;  Or,  Drhboivbd  bt  Fibi  ahd  Watbb. 

TWICE  BOUGHT.    A  Talb  or  taa  Obboon  Gold  Fiblm. 

THE  MADMAN  AND  THE  PIAaTE. 

PHILOSOPHER  UACK.    A  Talb  or  nn  Sootbbm  Sbab. 

THE  RED  MAN'S  REVENGE.  - 

MY  DOGGIE  AND  I    \  \ 

SIX  MONTHS  AT  THE  CAPE.    A  Stobt  or  AoTBHnrmB. 
rHAN  AUTHOR'S  ADVENTURES ;  Or,  Pbrsokal  RBM^HuoBifOBa. 
BATTLES  WITH  THE  SEA;  Or,  Hbeobs  or  thb  LirBBOAV. 
THE  CORAL  ISlAND.    A  Talb  or  tu  PAomo  Oobah.         \ 
THE  GOLDEN  DREAM.    A  Talb  or  thb  Diooii^os. 
A  WILD-MAN  6f  THE  WE^T.    A  Talb  or  th^  Wild  Wb» 
THE  RED  ERIC.    Thb  Whalbb'b  LAnCBuisW 
MARTIN   RATTLER.    Hu  Tbavblb  avd  ADirnxnimm. 
THE  DOG  CRUSOE.    A  Talb  or  yhb  Wbbtbbm  P»AiB»aL 
THE  LIFEBOAT.    Oub  Coam  Hbbobb. 
QASCOYNE.    Thb  Sandalwood  Tbadbb. 
THE  LIGHTHOUSE. 
8H I FTI  NO  Wl  N OS.    A  Tovoh  Tiam, 
FIGHTING  THE  FLAMES. 
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II.  v.  BALUNTTNE*! 


..  «• 


MISCELLAMY    OF    ENTERTAINIHC 
AND   INSTRUCTIVE  TALES. 

—.1— — ■!■■ , .^1.   —  — -^  ■!■  .11, M    iwipiiamiiM— ^       . 

With  lUuttraUons.    Is.  Moh. 

<  Th«  i4<A«fi<MMi  Mjai— ''Then  li  lio  mora  pHoti«ttl  wtv  of 
oommuniMting  •lammtory  infunnAtion  than  that  whloh  haa  baaa 
adopted  in  thb  aariaa.  Whan  wa  aaa  oontainad  in  124  amall 
I>agaa  (aa  in  Faat  m  Ma  Im)  aaoh  information  aa  a  man  of  fair 
aduoation  ahonld  poaaaaa  about  ioabarga,  northern  lighta,  Baquimaux, 
muakozan,  baara,  walraaaa,  ate.,  togathar  with  all  tha  ordinary 
InoldfntB  of  an  Arotio  royaga,  woTan  inttfa  olaar,  oonnaotad  narr»' 
UT^wa  mnat  admit  that  a  good  work  haa  baan  dona,  and  that  tha 
aathor  daaarraa  tha  mtitoda  of  tboaa  for  whom  tha  booka  ar« 
aapadally  daalgnad,  and  alao  of  prang  paopla  of  all  claaaaa." 

1.  Flatting  th«  WhalMj  or,  Doinga  and  Dangara  on  a  Flahiog 

1.  Away  In  th«  Wild«rn«M  i  or,  Lifa  among  Iha  Rad  Indiana 
and  For  Tradara  of  North  Amarioa. 
Faat  In  th«  lo«i  or,  Adrantoraa  in  tha  Polar  Bagiona. 
ChMing  th«  Sun  \  or,  Ramblaa  in  Norway. 

Sunk  «t  Sea  I  ar,  Tha  Adrantarea  of  Wandering  Will  in  tha 
•Paoifle.  . 

6.  Loat  in  the  Forest  i  or,  Wandaring  Will'a  Adraptnraa  in  South 

Amarioa^ 

7.  Over  the  Rooky  Mountains  i  or,  Wandaring  Will  in  tha 

LandofthaRadSkina. 

8.  Saved  by  the  Lifeboat  i  or,  A  Tala  of  Wraok  and  Reacaa  oa 

thaCoaai 

0.  The  Cannibal  Islands  i  or,  Gaptain  Ckwk'a  AdTanturaa  in 
the.  South  Saaa. 

10.  Hunting  the  Lions  i  or,  Tha  Land  of'tha  Negro.  ^^ 

11  Digging  for  Qoldi  or,  AdTanturaainGaQfomla. 

11.  Up  in  the  Oloudsi  or.  Balloon  Voy«^^ 

18.  The  Battle  and  the  Breeze  \  otJUht  FighU  and  FaaeiM 

of  a  Britiah  Tar.  '  •  K        ' 

11.  The  Pioneers  i  A  Tala  of  tha  WeaiPm  WUdamaaa. 
IB.  The  Story  of  the  Rook.      •  ' 

IS.  Wreoked  l)ut  ndt  Ruined. 

47.  The  Thorogood  Family.  i  > 

18L  The  Lively  Polli  A  Tala  of  the  North  Sea.  ^I&  * 

JAMBS  NIBBBT  AND  CO.,  LIMITBD,  ■ ' 
.  n  wa^u  num.  lomdov.  w.    ,  p 


8. 

1. 
8. 


/ 


,. «' 


NG      ' 


irtv  of 
■  b««n 

I  ■m«n 

of  fair 
Inuux, 
dinary 
DAnrn- 
wiftlM 


lahiog 

inth* 
South 
n  «h« 
incoii 
in 


uidti 


■mp^j' 


*  '*. 


'% 


IT 


■•-11^,. 


■«■' 


4t 
n 


■4 


J' 


"V 


-    V 


(&.  ^; 

•            / 

A 

»  ■ 

* 

* 

V 

1 

=^^=* 

1. .  ». 


r^^' 


* ''".. 


/;   ■■'#-:: 


-€ 


^,v 


y-— 


^ 


1 


■^ 


o 


J( 


«^ 


<\*J^ 


■'_ 

4  . 

:  '■  ■ 

■"-:           ''■     .. 

".■,.. 

• 

V 

' 

.    - 

•■■■'•■..■                            .      .;        ' 

■,         '  * 

;.■. 

* 

'              '  "*    . 

«        ■■ 

"\         ^      ■         "■-■■■    ^'          ''- 

^ 

• 

'.                                      .               •                                      :       " 

•■ 

'                            ■'.         ,                                       » 

« 

• 

. 

■■ 

■      '           ■                      .      ' 

-»J 

•      '  .,    . 

.'     ■'   ■■ 

- 

-  .* 

■          ■       '■                                       •.             ' 

/'' 

'■-/■  :  ., 

• 

»                            1    ■ 

■i 

^ 

'■ 

- 

' 

A                -■ 

■«, ' 

1 

"  ♦■ 

:    ■■■■    ■_      .                ■'•* 

- 

>•<  ' 

'■  4) 

■  n--       "■ 

-« 

i 

\' 

;  -•    "  ■■■  -  ■  ■' 

,  ^ 

<' 

•    ..■■;■ 

- 

'                       --,   ■ 

,  ,- 

'  ' ,                                       • 

"  t                   • 

'*. 

0:' 

, 

'   .      ^  ■'  ;■ 

....         '■".■«'-■ ;  " 

X  ■" 

• 

--^ 

ftMH 

m^____ 

1 

Hi 

■HjjjjHH 

1 

r 

- 

;;;i-:...:.-.  1 

V 

^^^1 

1 

^^^1 

P 

-     ,           .,  ■ 

■  '^^1 

^ 

■  "\-  ■'  ' 

«^  j^^^^H 

_, '  ■ 

^             '* 

,    / 

1^1 

^^^^^^^^ 

"'  i^^^^H 

;.:-   ,.  ' . .    -  ■■ 

''%^ 

^^^^' : 

j^M 

;''    , 

»         V           ■ 

- ^^^^^1 

^^^  '.''''../..- 

'f '-  '      .^1 

^^^^^^^ 

-.  --•' 

•^     .   . 

« 

^* 

^^^^^1 

^^^^v  '^/ 

^^^^^^^^ 

« 

-       '            ■            '■            • 

'        ^ 

^^^■k/"/; 

^^^^1 

^^^^^^^r«.. 

■f 

« 

0    ■    .  .    ■ 

'"■■■-'                                                         '     h- 

^^^^^^^^^K  ^ 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^' ' 

.' 

,         \ 

m 

^^ 

•    - 

i 

\    f 

-■■"  -1 

,     -    -      « 

\,f<^  ■  •■ 

» 

ft" 

r  ^ 

■     --^.-A^^-- 

^ 

^^ 

^  '• 

:  Y 

*                        ■   > 

^^^^^^^^H 

/t 

■  :  ■  ■  .  '  "v  . 

/-^ 

• 

fr 

■    _              ^'i      M 

V-- 

•^■;'  ■■ 

«    - 

ijt.- 

■   — ,-'^  '  ' 

...    .,..V^:. 

_--^— '"'' 

-^'"                              .            ■               *        . 

, 

'  <>  , '     ■     :  •    ■ . 

■.:•■■ 

■•  '.-^^ — ^ — ■ 

-—- ^ ' 

■  _  -    — .... 

# 

t^----  ."^3;- 

'                          ■* 

.■  ":':■  -       ■ "  .  • 

V         ■*. 

-     ' 

^ 

« 

^ 

N 

.  i 

« 

_ 

ft. 

->.              ^-—t 

— ,„*■ 

-t '-   —  — ' 

;— 

^ 

W            m 

- 

! 

t 

» 

* 

^ 

t) 


